John 19:30                         (7th in series on words from cross)               
           IT IS FINISHED.
           What could possibly be finished on the cross? The carpenter's son had promised to supply streams of living water. But now, dying, he cried: "I thirst? He had once said: "I and the Father are one." But now dying he had cried out: "My God, why have you forsaken me?" Once he had invited all who were weary to come to him and receive life and rest. Now on the cross he looked the most miserable and weary of them all ‑ helpless and dying. What could possibly be finished? The man on the cross may have been innocent, but he dies the death of a criminal ‑ and the guilty stand beneath the cross quite free, still living and even receiving forgiveness. His faithful follower's are not faithful. One of the criminals, an enemy of God's law, hears the words: “Today you………with me in Paradise" and is suddenly God's friend. The mother,  deprived of her son, we gather is shown the love of Jesus. What next! Isn't it all so much nonsense? So silly! Isn't the, cross really just one big flop? What can be called finished there? More like a collapse, isn't it? 
            What can be completed, accomplished or fulfilled?

Well, the scriptures were fulfilled. The Old Testament was accomplished ‑ exactly what Jesus pointed out, when to the surprise of all he spoke to two men on the Emmaus walk

two days after his death. The scriptures were fulfilled. When Adam and Eve sinned, God had promised a descendant who would crush Satan. Jesus crushed him. God had taken

Abraham aside and promised a descendant who would be a great  blessing to many nations. Jesus was that blessing. He is the Passover lamb keeping away death. He is the great high priest making sacrifice for the people. Even in detail the Old Testament had foretold it all ‑ the 30 pieces , the striking of the shepherd and the scattering the sheep, the false witnesses, the spitting, the mocking, the being counted among the criminals, forsaken by God and thirst for a drink ‑ all foretold and now all accomplished. 
          IT IS FINISHED. It is fulfilled and carried out. The law of God was fulfilled. In Jesus there was a man with a life of perfect obedience ‑ one which in his grace the Father is prepared to accept in the place of ours.

          IT IS FINISHED. So the Greeks wrote on their tax receipts. It is paid. The whole penalty for sin demanded by justice has been paid once and for all.

           IT IS FINISHED. A whole world, a whole age is finished and a new one has begun. The old one began with Adam and was a world of men and women with twisted wills, unable to find their way back to their creator ‑ slaves of their twisted wills, slaves to death; twisted men and women out of touch with God and mishandling God's world. But now the making of a new world is finished – finished at the cross as a new world of men and women knowing the will of God, carefully handling God's world ‑ not servants of sin, but children of God, for the old fallen world was redeemed. It is finished. The new world is here.

Right now I can hear somebody say: That's ok in theory. but come down to earth. Life is still up and down for me. I still find myself in sin. Where's the new man I'm supposed to be as a Christian? Where in Christ's victory? Can't we only say: we hope that in the future all will be new and different? Then all will be accomplished. Now all I can say in that God's forgiveness has been accomplished. Everything else is still only coming. No. for the Christian, all is done. Paul knew our objections and yet said: We ARE justified. We ARE risen. He knew very well of the old struggle between the old nature and the new and yet said: "Old things have passed away, the new has come."  The new world is here. Yes, all is finished ‑ for the person who believes. He is united with Jesus not just now but for all time. The obedient life of Jesus is considered ours by God not just now, but for all time. By faith we say that nothing can separate us from him. By faith we are still his at the end of time just as we are now. In God's view of time, everything is done. When he decides, it’s done already. When we believe in the Saviour and look to him, his kingdom has already come and he is ruling. Sure we have trouble in the world, yet if we believe then the outcome of the battle is already decided. Surely we have our inward battles, but if we believe those battles are already won. Sure we look forward to Christ's return. But if we believe he is here among us right now and in control. Again and again we may sin, but in Christ God sees us only as being righteous. Again, and again we may experience what looks like God's wrath, but it is seen in Christ as God's love. In short, the old world is really finished at the foot of the cross and the new has begun as the scriptures everywhere teach.

                    So we rejoice today for Jesus, as Paul says, "gave himself for our sins to free us from the present evil age." ‑ to take us out of it and place us in the new. Let’s close with a description of the new in Colossians 3


"put on 
in the name of the Lord Jesus”
