John 20:24‑29 
          Again the risen Lord is seen. It’s the 4th time now ‑ to Mary, again to two on the road to Emmaus, to the 10 disciples  and now to the 11 including Thomas. This morning is for our benefit, for Jesus made it clear that seeing him isn't necessary ‑ that's good to know because we haven't seen him.
          When Thomas joined the rest of the disciples they told him: WE HAVE SEEN THE LORD. They also probably told him that the grave was empty and no doubt they repeated everything that Jesus had said to them. So Thomas was in the same position as you are ‑ like him at that stage you have not seen the Lord, but you have heard of him.

  Let’s look at Thomas more closely! Listen to what he says: Not: “When I see him I shall believe, but UNLESS I SEE HIM I SHALL NOT BELIEVE. “ He doesn't expect to see Jesus. He doesn't expect to see him even though others have reported that they have seen him. It’s not that his faith was weak. It hardly appears to be there at all. Let’s not just say he was unsure and doubtful. He rubbishes the whole idea of Jesus being alive and is stubborn about it. You disciples, he says, you say that you've seen the Lord. Rubbish! I'm certainly not going to believe that ‑ not unless I touch him ‑ not unless I actually touch his wounds. Unless I do that I won't believe. So he waited day after day ‑ to prove everybody else wrong. He's like people who say: If there is a God, let him help me. If he helps me, then there's a God .Its an attitude of unbelief, putting God on trial; an insult ‑ exactly what Jesus refused to do when he was tempted by Satan. 
Anyway, our Saviour is one who loves. We may find it hard to understand, but Jesus is not too proud to show himself to Thomas. Thomas puts him on trial, and Jesus, strangely enough, does the opposite to what we would have done. Instead of telling him off, he just utters the unbelievable words: PEACE BE WITH YOU. Peace be with you, Thomas. PUT YOUR FINGER HERE……..SIDE. Not a word about the insult. -, just a simple request THOMAS BE NOT FAITHFLESS BUT BELIEVING.  See the risen Christ the Son of God putting up with our stubbornness. Christ the new man, head of the new world, lowers himself to meet the conditions imposed on him by a sinful, stubborn unbelieving man of the old world. That love of his, that humbling of himself turns his enemies into friends and his doubters into believers. Thomas can say no more. Ashamed he even forgets what he wanted and believes before he even touches Jesus. MY LORD AND MY GOD, he cries. 
Christ is risen and it’s the same Christ who had walked the earth with Thomas and patiently loved him then. This man who had walked the streets of Palestine with us is God. This Christ is the Lord ‑ the God of Abraham and Israel. He is God. The man whom we saw condemned and crucified is more than man. Now Thomas understood what he didn't understand before when Jesus had said to him. "Thomas, can't you understand that if you've seen me you've seen the Father. Why do you say: show us the Father.” Don't you know who I am? Now Thomas knows. MY LORD AND MY GOD. ‑ HIS Lord and HIS God for everything Jesus had done was for him. 
Well, we have just seen another of Christ's miracles, a stubborn unbelieving man changed into a teacher of the church for since Thomas the church has said: “I believe in one Lord Jesus Christ, God of God, very God of very God. I believe that Jesus Christ, begotten from the Father from eternity is my Lord.” Thomas believed in the resurrection. Some accounts have it that he worked in India ‑ with such success and no doubt with such conviction, that pagan priests ran him through with a spear. No doubt it made little difference to him for he firmly believed what his Lord had said: “Because I live, you shall live also” and what his friend Paul was saying elsewhere: "As in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive." As we die because we are people related to Adam, so also we shall live because we are related to Christ, the second Adam. 
But now the rest of the text speaks to us. THOMAS, HAVE YOU…believed because you have seen me. Blessed are they who have not seen
AND YET HAVE BELIEVED. You don't have to see Jesus to believe in him. Thomas, you should have believed the report of the others. You, in this century, believe the reports of others who saw him. Believe it as though the Lord himself were speaking. Believe the Lord is risen though you yourself have not set eyes on him. BLESSED ARE THOSE who have not seen and yet have BELIEVED. That doesn't apply to Thomas because he saw Jesus. Really it doesn't apply to any of the apostles because they all saw him. It is a word for us. It’s a word for you who are full of doubt. It is for you who think the resurrection may have happened, but who are not sure. It is for you who go through life unbelieving and so sad and depressed.

          BLESSED ARE they who have not seen. See, there's no advantage for those who saw the risen Lord. Hearing, Jesus says, is enough. So to everyone who says: If only I had been there in those days, if only I had seen for myself what others saw, I would believe ‑ to all who speak like that Jesus says: "BLESSED  ARE they who have not seen and yet have.BELIEVED. 


Do you believe? You do, but you doubt. You hope on the one hand even though you are still sad and discouraged. One day after your own resurrection you will look back on your doubt and wonder how silly you had been. How silly  you were when you stood  at a graveside hopelessly sad when there might have been greater joy. How silly you were when throughout life you were tossed around discouraged and depressed when all the time Christ was alive and never far away from you. Then you will look back on your stubbornness and lack of faith and smile.

                     Yes. It’s a great word from Jesus alright: BLESSED ARE they who have not seen…… By playing down the need for seeing, Jesus makes it possible for us in our generation to believe. It’s clear, isn't it? Christ rose not only for the benefit of those of the time, but also for you. He offered himself not only for them but also for you. You are invited to believe​. Blessed are you who do believe. Blessed, really blessed are you, as you already know.

