Sermon Luke 24:13-35 — Easter 3A — 26 April 20
They hoped to go on the trip of a lifetime. He had hoped he would get the job. She had hoped she would lose weight. They had hoped they could save their marriage. We had hoped she would live… Have you ever hoped for something and had your hope disappointed? When that happened did you feel like God had let you down? Well they sure felt like Jesus had let them down! The disciples I mean. They had expected him to be Israel’s saviour. He was going to change their lives and get rid of all that was bad in their world. For them it was the Roman authorities. Then just when it looked like their hopes were about to be met, he was handed over to be sentenced to death and was crucified. Have you ever hoped for something even prayed to God for that hope to be fulfilled, only to have your hopes dashed? Well then maybe you are in the same boat as the two disciples on the road to Emmaus. Jesus was supposed to win, and now he was dead.  With his death all of their hopes and dreams had also died. There they were heading to Emmaus, upset, disappointed, despondent and talking about all that had happened. God had disappointed them and now they were all alone and hopeless.
Disappointment and prayers that seem to go unanswered can close your eyes to God. It can knock your faith in Jesus. Before the disciples left for Emmaus they had heard a message of hope. Some women had found the tomb empty and the angels had told them Jesus was alive. But they were living in the real world not some fantasy! Along with all the other disciples they thought what the women said was nonsense. People don’t rise from the dead in the real world. And Jesus was really dead. They had seen him take his last breath. They had seen the spear go in his side. They had seen his lifeless body laid in the tomb. As far as they and the rest of the disciples were concerned Jesus was dead. They did not yet believe that he had been raised from the dead. Their minds were totally closed to that possibility.  
Sometimes we can find ourselves in hopeless situations and we cannot believe that God is still with us, or that he even cares. Our eyes are closed to the presence of God. Even when God comes into our life we do not see him. When Jesus meets his two disciples on the road, they don’t recognise him. Their minds and their eyes are closed to reality. Have you ever been like that? Have there been times in your life when you just could not believe that God was with you. When life has been so tough on you that you could not sense God’s presence at all? When your mind, heart and eyes were closed to his presence. 

Jesus wants to open our eyes and he does it through God’s word. That’s what Jesus does on the road to Emmaus. He begins by pointing out the truth to the disciples, it may sound harsh but the truth is that they are foolish. In The Message version we hear Jesus say, “So thick-headed! So slow hearted!” (vs 25), then he uses the Scriptures to open their hearts and minds.  Scriptures here means that part of the Bible we now know as the Old Testament. The disciples had a picture of a political Saviour who would raise up an army and get rid of the Romans. But they had been reading the Old Testament selectively. Jesus uses God’s Word to show that everything that had happened to him was supposed to happen. Even his death on the cross and his resurrection after three days. Through the word of God Jesus opens the disciples’ hearts to the possibility that he really is alive. 
That kind of news can cause your heart to burn. Could the women be right, Jesus is alive! Our hopes and dreams are not dead after all! The disciples get to their destination and Jesus acts as if he were going further but there is something about this man that causes them to invite him into their home. Later they say to each other, "Were not our hearts burning within us while he talked with us on the road and opened the Scriptures to us?" (vs 32).  As the disciples listened to Jesus the flame of faith began to burn in their hearts. There is something about God’s word that touches your heart like nothing else. Unlike other words, the word of God has a life of its own, a spiritual life. This is because the Spirit of God is always present in God’s word. When God tells you that he loves you despite your sin, it can make your heart burn with love for God. When God tells you that his one and only Son hung on the cross bearing the punishment for your sin, it can make your heart burn with sorrow. When God tells you Jesus is alive, it can make your heart burn with hope. When God tells you are forgiven you no matter what you have done, it can make your heart burn with gratitude. Well the disciple’s hearts burned within them and they wanted more of the same, so they asked the stranger to stay.
Jesus stayed “took bread, gave thanks, broke it and began to give it to them” (vs 30).  The last time Jesus did this was at the last supper. After breaking the bread their eyes are opened and they recognize Jesus who suddenly disappears. The two disciples rush back to Jerusalem with the good news that Jesus is alive.

Through the scriptures and the breaking of bread the risen Jesus made himself known to the disciples and through God’s word both in the Old and New Testament and though the breaking of bread, Jesus still makes himself known to us. Word and sacrament are gifts from our Lord that remind us our Lord is present with us even when our hopes are disappointed. This is why we place such a high value on both word and sacrament.
While we are unable to meet together for worship we have not been receiving Christ in Holy Communion and I am sure many of us are hoping to once again meet together to worship our Lord and to gather around his table to see taste and see Jesus in the bread and wine. We may be tempted to find new ways to celebrate the Lord’s Supper or we could abstain for a while longer looking forward with hope and anticipation to the time when we can celebrate together, and what a celebration that will be as we once again gather around the table of our Lord.
Let us wait in hope for that time and as we wait give thanks to God that he has revealed to us the good news of his Son’s life, death, resurrection and ascension for us. As we wait let us give thanks to God for the assurances in his word, that he has redeemed us not with silver or gold but with the precious blood of Christ. As we wait let us give thanks to God for adopting us in Holy Baptism and grafting us to Christ the vine. Let us give thanks that we have been born again through the living and enduring word of God and even when separated we are united in the body of Christ. Amen. 
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