Sermon Maundy Thursday — John 13: 1-17; 31-35 — 2020
Youtube video Link: https://youtu.be/H7YcOBcEDdw

My mother died 48 years ago and I still remember vividly the last conversation I had with her when she knew her death was near. I often replay that conversation in my mind. Over the years the meaning of those final words have deepened, especially when I became a father and discovered the depth of a parent’s love for their children. 
Last words and last actions are significant. Just ask someone whose loved one has died suddenly and unexpectedly. The last moments that they spent with that person are forever etched into their memories. The words you said as they were going out the door. The last kiss, the last hug. Sometimes the memories of those last moments leave you with regret and guilt. If only we hadn’t argued. If only I had told her I loved her. If only I had had stopped him from going. 
Jesus knew that his death was near. Knowing this he took the opportunity to leave his disciples with those words and actions that were dearest to his heart. Jesus was also fully aware of his power. He knew he was in charge of everything. He knew who he was and that he came from God and was returning to God, and he loved his disciples. He didn’t want to do anything that would be bad for them. He wanted only to give them life and give them an example that would lead to a life of blessing.  In love he wanted to leave them with an example that would imprint on their memories what he was like and what it meant to follow in his footsteps.

Jesus got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied an apron around his waist, and he got a bowl of water and he began to wash the disciple’s feet, and to wipe them dry with the apron that was tied around him.  There he was, the Son of God. the one in charge of everything. The boss of the universe- kneeling at his disciple’s feet doing the job of the lowliest servant. Washing someone else’s feet can be a very humbling experience. Especially in Jesus’ day when it meant washing feet that had spent all day in the dust and mud and dirt, with nothing but open sandals to protect them. The normal practice was for the servants of the house to wash your feet when you came in from the road.

So why hadn’t the disciple’s feet been washed? Perhaps there were no servants in the house. If that was the case couldn’t one or two of the disciples wash the feet? Could it be that not one of the disciples wanted to lower themselves and become a servant to their fellow brothers and sisters? As a disciple of Jesus you are a free person. Disciples are all equal. As Paul says, in the church, “there is neither Jew nor Gentile, neither slave nor free, nor is there male and female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus” (Galatians  3:28). Before God we are all equal. Could it be that the disciples were all sitting there with their dirty smelly feet, each refusing to lower themselves to wash the other’s feet? Instead the Lord of all, kneels at each disciple’s feet. The hands that flung stars into space, wash the filth and dirt off smelly feet. 
Until he gets to Peter. Peter thinks it’s not right! It isn’t right to let the Lord serve you is it? We are the one’s who should be doing the serving, not God. Peter says, “You shall never wash my feet” (v. 8). It’s not what the boss is supposed to do!  Powerful people are supposed to be served, not to serve. You don’t expect the boss to come onto the factory floor and start sweeping it. It is beneath the boss to do such a thing. Many would even say it is a bad use of time. Perhaps that is what Peter thought. It is beneath Jesus my Lord to wash my feet. But Jesus says to Pete,  “Unless I wash you, you have no part with me” (vs 8). You can only have a relationship with Jesus if you let him serve you, if you let him wash you. And it is not only the washing of your feet that Jesus means. In his answer Jesus does not mention feet, he mentions only washing, because his acts of service go beyond mere foot washing.  

In the foot washing Jesus voluntarily gave his hands and his time in service of his disciples. But soon he would give much more. He would give his body and his blood in service to the whole world. He would give his life. That is what the cross is all about. It is God the Son serving the world. Serving you and me with his life. Out of love giving everything he has so that you can live. Jesus will not only wash the disciple’s feet he will also wash away their sin with his blood. They had no choice in this, it was the only way he could save them, it is the only way he can save us, by serving up his life for us. We receive forgiveness, new life and salvation as in faith we accept that our only hope is to be washed clean in the blood of the lamb. 
As washed disciples we are called to follow our Lord into service of one another. Jesus says, ‘14 Now that I, your Lord and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also should wash one another’s feet (v.15).’  Jesus our Lord and Saviour, leads the way by his own example. Our natural inclination is to use any power or authority that we might have to lord it over other people, but Jesus’ example of foot washing, shows another way of using power and authority. It is called service. Jesus says, "I have set you an example, that you also do as I have done to you" (v. 15). Jesus calls you to love one another as he has loved you. What kind of love has Jesus shown you? The serving kind of love! The die for you kind of love! 
In a few hours Jesus would be arrested and crucified. As he approached his final hours he gave his disciples an important message and example of loving service. This message is for all disciples of Jesus. We have all been called to follow him into his life of loving service of others. As we replay his words and actions in our minds we are called to apply them to our lives here and now. How will we follow his example of service at this time of pandemic, isolation and uncertainty? How is Jesus calling us to serve our neighours when we are physically distancing? Tonight as we look ahead to the sacrifice Jesus made for us on the cross, let us think about what sacrifice we can make for our bothers and sisters in Christ and for our neighbours. As Jesus said, ‘Now that you know these things, you will be blessed if you do them.’ (v. 17). Amen
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