Sermon Easter 4A - Good Shepherd Sunday - John 10:1-10 – 3 May 2020
Youtube Video is here:  https://youtu.be/-EoOLX2NAzA

This week I read about a village in Africa where everyone knows each other’s sheep and all the sheep have names. In this village it isn’t unusual for someone to ask, “Have you seen my sheep, so-and-so”, identifying their sheep by name. In the evening you may hear villagers calling out the names of their sheep as they are looking for them. The sheep are known by their names and they trust the voice of those whom they belong to and come when they are called. 

When Jesus is speaking about a shepherd and sheep he would be talking about a similar situation, where shepherds worked in the country side with their small flocks of sheep, each shepherd knowing their own sheep by name. Each sheep knowing and trusting the voice of their shepherd.  The shepherds would use a rod or staff to encourage the sheep to move to good pasture, away from danger, to fresh water, and at sunset to a cave or low walled enclosure made of stones. During the night one of the shepherds would sit or lie at the entrance of the enclosure keeping guard over the sheep. In effect at night time the shepherd was the gate to the cave or enclosure. In the morning the shepherd at the gate would let the sheep out and each shepherd would take their sheep out to pasture once again. This is the image Jesus is referring to when he says he is the good shepherd and the gate.

There is also another image of shepherd that is important for us to know about to understand what Jesus is saying. In the old Testament God often refers to the leaders of his people as shepherds. King David who began life as a shepherd became the shepherd of God’s people. David was a good shepherd but in time the leaders became corrupt and instead of taking care of the people they took advantage of them. In the old testament in Ezekiel 34, God talks about the leaders of Israel whom he refers to as shepherds who have not taken care of their flocks but instead taken care only of themselves. As a result the sheep have all be scattered and are at the mercy of thieves and wild animals. This is a reference to the exile of the people of God. 

In Ezekiel 34 God promises that a time will come when he will be a shepherd to his people. He will find his people, rescue them, bind up their wounds, strengthen the weak and bring them justice. Jesus says in John 10:11 the he is the Good Shepherd who lays down his life for his sheep,  in other words he is the same God who is speaking in Ezekiel. Jesus  has come to rescue us, bind up our wounds, strengthen the weak and bring us justice, even give up his life for us. He is our shepherd and we are his sheep. At the same time he is the gate to the sheep pen. He is the one by whom we enter into God’s flock. Jesus is the one who lets us in and the one who goes out with us into the world. Both in and out of the sheep pen he is always with us protecting us from those who would rob, kill or destroy. 

Jesus rescues us and gives us life to the full. Sometimes when we talk about Jesus and his work we can reduce it to forgiveness of sins and some distant future when we will be living eternally with him. But Jesus does not just give us eternal life, he also gives us an abundant life here and now. An abundant life that is based on a new relationship with our God and creator. A life that impacts on our personal relationships where we are freed to live the new life of love and grace that we have received through Jesus. A new life where our priorities and therefore our decisions and the way we live our lives is impacted by a new way of thinking and a new way of being. 

Immediately before today’s reading Jesus has healed a man who was born blind. As a result of being healed this man’s life changed completely. He had a new independence and freedom, he no longer had to rely on begging for a living. He could now become a full part of a society that believed people with any sort of disabilities were unclean sinners. He had a new much fuller life than he could ever have imagined before. He had physical sight but Jesus still had more important to give him, spiritual sight. The first time he met Jesus he was blind and did not see Jesus. Jesus sent him to wash his eyes and then he could see. The second time he met Jesus he could see him and this time he received faith and said, “Lord I believe.” and he worshipped Jesus. Now he had become one of Jesus’ flock, he had received spiritual vision and clarity and he had life to the full.

Jesus opens our spiritual eyes so that we recognise him as our God and Saviour. He opens our ears so that we recognise his voice when he calls us through his word. He opens our hearts so that we receive faith in him and trust that he is our Good Shepherd. As we listen to him we discover  that he does not only save us from sin, death and the devil but he also saves us for a new way of living. Jesus is your Good Shepherd, he calls you by name to follow him, and as you follow he will lead you into an abundant life based on forgiveness and compassion. A full life full of meaning, not based on what you can get, but based on what you can give, a life of doing good, a life of love of God and love towards your neighbour.
Amen. 
Pastor Rolf Lungwitz


