SERMON TRINITY SUNDAY 2020 GENESIS 1:1-2:4A
Youtube Link: https://youtu.be/fV10J9YqfEQ
“In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth.”, Gen: 1:1. These are the first words in the Bible. Here is the answer to the question, how did the universe and everything in it come into existence? The answer is God created all things.
The universe, the world, all the creatures including human beings are a part of God’s creation, planned for God’s purposes. There is a reason and a purpose for everything and it can be found in God.  The first chapter of Genesis doesn’t try to answer every detail of how God created the universe. It is not a scientific document, but rather a statement of faith. It tells us that the universe is not an accident but was carefully planned, created and sustained by God. God created us human beings so that we could take care of this place that he has made. The world is not an accident. Life is not an accident. You and I are not accidents. We are all part of God’s plan and everything that happens to you and everything you do has a purpose.
This place that God Created is essentially good. The material world was created a good place. Sometimes we can get the impression that anything material is evil.  Some people even try to separate themselves from material things so that they can become more spiritual. But nowhere in the creation story is God disappointed with what he has created. He creates light and sees that it is good, he creates dry land and oceans and sees that it is good, he creates vegetation and sees it is good. The sun, moon and stars are good, animal life is good, the whole of creation including human beings is very good. Creation is inherently good. God designed the universe as a friendly place for his creatures. God made the world and all that is in it, not for you to struggle for existence in it, but to enjoy life. God wants you to enjoy the things he has created. God set up this place where you live in such a way that it would sustain life. He even blesses you and tells you to live life to the fullest. He tells you to increase and multiply and fill the earth. Family is good. Having children is good and considered a blessing. We live in a material world that was created essentially good.

Yet our experience of the world and living in it is not all good. What’s happened? The pinnacle of creation — human beings — have gone berserk! They are no longer following the blue prints. We see it and hear about it. This week once again we are reminded of human cruelty and injustice suffered by people because of their race. We have heard about parents abusing their children, leaders caring more about power than their people, and domestic violence in people’s homes. Even creation itself is suffering from human greed and selfishness. Degradation of land! Extinction of animals! Global warming! The divine blueprints have not been followed. God created all things to depend on him, but humans have declared independence. Like builders gone berserk we have thrown away the architect’s blueprint. “Plans! Who needs the plans? Let’s just get on with the task of building, we know what we are doing.” There is a lot of activity but the end result is a disaster. Poor foundations, walls in the wrong places, doors that won’t close, a leaky roof!  Like builders gone berserk we have decided that we don’t need the universal architect. We want independence. We want to have it all our own way and in the process we are destroying ourselves and everything we have been given. 

God loves his creation and will not give up on it, so God sent his Son to fix up our mess. Long before the creation of the world God the Son existed with the Father. He was present at creation. John tells us that all things were made through the Son. God loves life. He loves everything he has created, especially us humans. He loves us so much that he does not want us to destroy ourselves and he doesn’t want us to destroy this world. Instead God the loving Father sends God the Son to repair the damage. God’s Son became human. He became a carpenter named Jesus. A carpenter bringing to us the blueprints of life! Showing us that the purpose of life is to love God and to love our neighbours. This is how we live life to the full. By his death he freed us from the chains of our sin, by his resurrection he restored God’s original intention of giving us eternal life. In Jesus’ life, death and resurrection God was showing you that he loves life. He loves you and in and through Jesus he is prepared to recreate you.

In Baptism God connects you to His Son and recreates you. In baptism God the Holy Spirit breathes new life into you. This same Spirit hovered over the waters in the beginning. In Baptism God sets you on a path to life. He offers you his name, Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
There is power in God’s name. Power to recreate. Power to make you into a child of the Creator. The same power that God used when he said the words, “Let there be…” and there was! God uses this same power when you are Baptised. “I Baptise you in the name of …” And just like that, you have God’s name, just like that you become part of God’s family, just like that you are forgiven. God gives you his name and you get all the benefits that come with being a child of the king of the universe. You are filled with God the Holy Spirit and given the power to live step by slow step in the way of God’s Son. The Spirit breathes new life into you and that new life grows within you. The Spirit teaches you through God’s creative word. Read it, hear it, pray it and the Holy Spirit will grow new life in you. In and through your baptism God connects you to his Son, fills you with his Spirit and recreates you. 
God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit were all present at creation, bringing everything good into existence. The same God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit adopts you in baptism and brings good into your life. God the Father, Son and Holy Spirit brings you blessing every day. The Lord Jesus comes to you in peace, bringing forgiveness and restoration to your relationship with God and with others. God the Father who is love, fills you with his love so that you in return can love God and love your neighbour, and God the Holy Spirit brings you into fellowship with the Trinity and with your brothers and sisters in Christ. 
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. Amen
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