Genesis 22:1‑13
                         
                        Often we have found ourselves tested by God. (give examples) Keep going! You think your difficulty is as much as anybody could be asked to bear. That's not true. Abraham, the father of all believers was tested more than you. Our reading began with God telling Abraham: 
Take your son, your only son Isaac,  whom you love. …Sacrifice him on one of the mountains  I will tell you about.

You have never been asked to kill. Consider Abraham and his test for awhile. From his forefathers he had learnt that God regarded human man life as sacred and precious. Now God asks him to kill. It was his son he was asked to kill. Who can kill his son? ‑ someone on whom you have spent years of time, someone on whom you have spent money ‑ someone for whom you have prayed, thought and planned. Somebody else's we may kill ‑ that has been done before, in wars, for example. Abraham is asked to kill his own son. Some of you fathers have had sons who have died. That, you said, was due to God's wisdom He gave and he took away. It was certainly not your fault. Abraham is to take his own son's life himself. 
                       It was his ONLY son he is asked to kill. How hard a test! What about it, fathers! Many of you would believe that in losing your child you would be losing everything Well, Abraham stands to lose more. Most of you who know your bibles will know that Isaac was a very special son. When he was born it was at a time when Abraham and his wife were well past the age of having children. He was a child of special promise and special circumstances. Indeed from the line of Abraham ‑ through Isaac, the Saviour was to eventually come. Now this promised child, this special child. the only son of Abraham, stands on the mountain with his father and the knife. 
                     Finally, we are told that Abraham is to sacrifice the only son WHOM HE LOVES. I can describe it no further. You can only imagine what was being asked of Abraham here. God could ask for no more. He was asking for everything. 
                    The amazing thing is that Abraham obeys. He leaves early in the morning with his son. He climbs the mountain He builds the altar. He lays his only son whom he loves on that altar. He raises the knife. What a man! Who else could do it? Would you commit yourself to God that far? No, no. Yet can we not trust God more than Abraham? Abraham did not know about Jesus Christ. You do. You know that God's own son was not spared and that it was all for you. You CAN trust God. Besides, you know how your test will end. You  know what is written of God's dealings with people all over the scriptures. Abraham had never read Hebrews 12:11:

"No discipline seems pleasant at the time, but painful.  Later on, however it produces  a harvest…for those who have been trained by it.”
Abraham had never read Job 23:

 "When God has tested me then I shall come forth as gold." 
He had never read James 1:12:

 "Blessed is the man who endures because when he has stood the test, he will receive the crown."
 Abe had none of this and yet still trusted God. So, Romans 4 says of him: 
"no distrust made him waver, but he grew strong in his faith as he gave glory to God." 
Can you not trust God? Is not God for you a father and were you not adopted into his family in baptism? Come now, you know from the scriptures that those who trust in him shall never be disappointed. You know by now from experience that:

 "in all things God works good to those who love him." 
We are like passengers in a plane. We know the pilot cuold get us all killed. But he is committed to getting us safely to our destination. So we look to God unafraid and press on.
             Abraham pushes on in faith and trust, too. He must kill his only son whom he loves. 
     Then Abraham put forth the knife to slay his only son and thrust it into him. 
That's how it might have been. That's how Abraham expected it to be ‑ to find himself looking down at his dead son and wondering why. Unfortunately, we know how it all ends. We have known since we were children sitting in Sunday school or on our parents knee. Abraham did not know how it would end.

            Imagine he plunges in the knife. Then God says to him: “Abraham, what have you done?”  He stands there confused. “Abraham, I called you. I told you to stop at the last moment. You had passed the test.”  “ 0 God,”  he would say. “I didn't hear anything. Come to think of it, now that you mention it, I did hear something. But you had told me to kill my son. I thought the other voice was the voice of the tempter!”  See how remarkable that the man now obeys the voice to stop. Who can fathom this man? When a person has wrestled in his mind about something he must do, when he has finally won and made up his mind to do it, is he not cheated when at the last moment he must stop? Was all the previous 
agony of mind for nothing? But Abraham, man of faith, obeyed even then.

               Now the last verse of our text.
Abraham looked up, and there in a thicket he saw a ram caught by its horns. He took the ram and sacrificed it instead of his son.

 If he had looked around in his agony and then found a ram to offer, he would have gone home ashamed. No, only when the knife is poised, is the voice heard and the ram found. Abraham could go home happily resigned to God. He could go home confident about the future. He could go home knowing that he could give to God whatever he was asked.

             Will you go home like that? Well, do you trust God? Are you prepared to obey him, to shape your life according to what he has said? Will you sacrifice everything for him? I wonder! Some of us would not sacrifice much at all. And that's why the Christian faith loses respect. A man will only want it when it is worth something ‑ when it will cost us our devotion, our commitment, our life if necessary .God give us the faith of Abraham. God give, us the faith that obeys and trusts no matter what.

