Sermon Matthew 11:16-19, 25-30
Youtube Link: https://youtu.be/sAfXQJ9EZLQ


I recently heard about an experiment conducted several decades ago by a teacher, who told all her students to pretend that only the blue-eyed students in the class were smart and all the other students were not. It didn’t take long before the class divided into two groups the blue-eyed smart kids and the other dumb kids. The blue-eyed children started to feel and act superior to the rest of their fellow class members and those without blue eyes began to feel and act inferior. 

Unfortunately we live in a world where many people make judgements on others based on the colour of their skin, their ethnic or religious background, even the town or suburb they grew up in. People are judged and treated differently based on gender, education and the people they hang around with. Far too often a person is judged on these stereotypes. In some cases it means the person receives certain undeserved privileges because they belong to a preferred group but in many other cases it means the person lives with constant injustice.

John the Baptist and Jesus both experienced superficial and unfair judgement of who they were and what they represented. John had an unusual lifestyle living in the wilderness, spending much of his time fasting. People wrongly assumed he was crazy and a demon. Jesus spent time feasting with the unacceptable crowd and people wrote him off as a glutton and a drunkard. In both cases the people who made these superficial judgements were wrong.

In the case of John, those who misjudged him missed out listening to the most important prophet since the great Elijah. They missed out on the opportunity to repent, turn back to God and live better more fulfilling lives. Those who misjudged Jesus missed out on the promised Messiah and the grace, peace, rest and fulfilling eternal life he was offering. When we judge people superficially we are not only being unfair to them but we often we miss out on opportunities to have our own lives enriched by having a relationship with them.

Even John the Baptist had doubts about Jesus and sent is own disciples to ask if he was the Messiah. Jesus pointed John to what he was saying and doing. Not who he was eating and drinking with but the really important stuff like healing the blind, the lame, those with leprosy, the deaf, raising the dead and proclaiming the good news of his kingdom to the poor. He reminded John to look deeper and he reminds us to look deeper because when you discover who Jesus really is then even the eating and drinking with the riff raff is put into context and seen as God’s grace in action. 

Jesus reminds us that we need to look deeper than the first impression someone gives us. We are encouraged to use Godly wisdom in our relationships with others.  In the case of Jesus the wise will look at his deeds. The healing the raising from the dead the proclamation of good news. For us there is even more to look at, the crucifixion, the dead, the resurrection and the ascension. 

The wise look past the superficial and seek the real Jesus and the Holy Spirit does the rest. The Holy Spirit reveals to us that Jesus is the Messiah. The Spirit draws us into a new life of  discipleship where we seek to live like Christ.

The Holy Spirit also reveals something else to us and leads us into a new deeper wisdom. The Spirit shows us the relationship of Jesus to God the father. Jesus reveals to us not only who he is but in the process he also reveals God the Father. By the Spirit we know that “No one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son.” If you want to know what God is really like then all you need to do is get to know what Jesus is like because Jesus is a perfect reflection of the Father. Jesus is as much God as God the Father is God. We are not merely disciples of a human being, we are disciples of God the Son.

It is a big thing being a disciple of God the Son and seeking to live like him. At times we may feel it is a burden, especially when we fail and find ourselves messing up. It can be a burden when like the apostle Paul we find ourselves not able to do the good we want to do and instead find ourselves doing the evil we don’t want to do. 

Thankfully we are not left alone in our discipleship. Jesus promises to always be with us. When we fail he reminds us that he has already died for that failure and can live in the grace of forgiveness. When we struggle, he is right there with us helping us. 

Life can be difficult at times, but if you have someone supporting you who loves you, and you know can trust, it reduces the burden and often makes the unbearable bearable. Many of us are blessed with such person in our lives, a spouse, a parent, a friend who is there for us when we need them, but in Jesus we have even more. In Jesus we have the ultimate friend who shares and bears our burdens. Not merely a human friend but God the Son, sharing our burdens and providing a resting place for our souls.
Amen. 
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