Sermon Sunday 26 July 2020
Matthew 13:31-33,44-52
Youtude Video link: https://youtu.be/6X2o5GvSFIA


There is a bush that is cultivated in Israel but it also grows wild. The seeds from this plant are very small, about 1-2mm in diameter and were used to indicate the smallest measure of size in ancient Israel. This bush or small tree grows about 2 metres tall and tends to spread out quite wide. It is a great refuge for birds. This is the mustard seed and tree Jesus refers to. Jesus describes the Kingdom of heaven as a mustard seed that grows into a tree in which birds can find refuge.

Jesus often used metaphors and short stories which we refer to as parables. Today we hear the last five of seven parables describing the Kingdom of heaven. 

The great thing about metaphors and stories is that they are usually easy to remember and they often convey far more meaning than any other means of communication. 

Take the mustard seed for example. First in your imagination look at the seed. Can you see the tiny round seed, so small that if you dropped it on the ground you probably have a hard time finding it. The seed is small and seems insignificant but it is also strong and resilient, containing everything it needs to germinate and grow into a tree. Now imagine the fully grown tree or shrub, millions of times bigger than the seed, with birds sitting in the shade of its branches. 

Now let’s imagine what this parable may mean? The seed could be the Word of God that is sown throughout the world. The Word can seem very insignificant and small but it contains everything that people need for faith to grow and in time more and more people come to faith through the Word and the Kingdom of Heaven grows and grows.  Or perhaps the seed is Jesus who died on the cross and like a seed was buried. He seemed to be an insignificant person, a tiny blip in history, but three days later rose again as victorious king and ruler of a universal kingdom. Maybe the mustard seed is a sign of hope, that even though our culture tells us that faith in Christ is insignificant or even on the way out, like the mustard seed it is still strong and resilient just waiting for the right time to germinate and grow into a tree.

Let’s look at the grown mustard tree full of birds finding refuge. In the Old testament the “birds of the air” symbolize the people of the nations who have lived under oppression (Ezekiel 17:23; 31:6; Daniel 4:12). The mustard tree could remind us that Jesus came for people of all nations and his kingdom is a place of refuge and safety for all people. This mustard tree may also remind us of what Jesus said about worry when he reminds us that God takes care of the birds of the air and therefore we should not worry because we are worth far more than the birds. 

The parable of the mustard seed is the third parable about seeds in Matthew Chapter 13. In all three parables the seeds are planted by someone. A farmer sows seed which lands on various types of soil, a man sows good seed and his enemy sows weeds among the wheat. Jesus explains that the man who sowed the good seed is the Son of Man. Perhaps the sower in all three cases is Jesus, the Son of Man. This reminds us that Jesus is not just the author of our faith but also sustains our faith and takes good care of the people in his kingdom.

The parables of Jesus are a gift to us, giving us stories, metaphors and symbols that help us to learn, understand, and remember. They are most helpful to us when we spend time meditating on them. As you meditate let your imagination go but don’t stop there. Our imagination can give us new insight but it can also lead us to false conclusions. As you meditate test your conclusions against the rest of God’s Word. In the case of the seven parables we have heard over the past three weeks, test hoi how  your insights into the meaning of any one of them fit in with the other parables in chapter 13 of Matthew. Then also test your conclusions against the rest of God’s word in both the Old & New Testaments. 

One more thing about understanding these parables. Remember they are about the Kingdom of Heaven and about what the kingdom and the king does and offers. There is a tendency for us sometimes to read God’s word looking for the things we have to do to get into God’s good graces instead of remembering that God’s grace is a gift. 

Today we have five parables, five gifts from Jesus, each filled with rich images of the Kingdom of heaven. Five parables to grow our understanding of God’s Kingdom and our understanding of Jesus the king. There is not enough time in one sermon to give justice to these parables. Rather I would like to encourage you to spend some time this week reading them and thinking about them. 

Jesus says the Kingdom of heaven is like a treasure hidden in a field and a like a pearl of great value. This treasure is hidden in God’s Word waiting for you to discover it. Each time you read God’s Word you will find more treasure. Some will be old treasure that you have already found before and some will be new treasure, new understanding, new insight that will help your faith to grow like a tiny seed growing into a tree. Each time you mediate on God’s Word you will be like the owner of a house who brings out of the storeroom new treasures as well as old. Who knows what new and old treasures you will find as you do. Amen.
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