
Grace and peace to you from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

The text today is taken from Romans 12:9-21.

We are called to express genuine love to others within the body of Christ.

Let us pray: ‘Let the words of my mouth and the meditation of my heart be acceptable in your sight, O Lord, my rock and my redeemer!’ Amen

What does Christian love look like? 

In today’s reading from Romans Chapter 12, the apostle Paul speaks about what a Christian love looks like. He talks about how a believer would demonstrate a genuine love to other Christians and to the world.

In the previous chapters, Paul describes the personal and frightening ability of the law to motivate people. The law urges us to do good works. In contrast, Paul describes the Christian life for the congregation of Rome, he seeks to motivate them not with the law but with the Gospel and with personal care for one another. He asks them to present their bodies as living sacrifices in view of God’s mercy. Paul seeks to move his hearers by the mercies of the Gospel. 

As Paul encourages the Roman Christians with the Gospel of God’s mercies, he has particular goals. This text outlines these goals and gives us a picture of what was most needed in the Roman congregation. Paul begins by urging the Romans to conform no longer to the pattern of the world. The Christian life is one of transformation, leaving behind the former ways and attitudes. As a Christian, only the mercies of God can properly motivate you to genuine love and service. We are called to express genuine love to others within the body of Christ. 

However, Jesus calls us not only to love our fellow believers, but He also calls and empowers us to live out this love beyond the walls of the church, in the world, and indeed among our enemies. The love of which Paul speaks is a self-giving love that is modelled on divine love, the love that God demonstrates by giving His Son to die for the sin of the world. With God’s love and mercies we are forgiven through Christ. This is a genuine love that Paul speaks about in this text. So, our Lord calls us to love and support people in need.  As God’s chosen people whom he has made righteous through Christ, we are encouraged to love one another as God loves us and sent his Son to die for our sin. Christ went to the cross for the love of the world. Paul speaks about love in detail in his first letter to the Corinthians, chapter 13, that love is patient and kind. Paul says, if I have all faith, so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. Paul concludes that love is the greatest gift of all. 

John writes, “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that whoever believes in him should not perish, but have eternal life”(John 3:16).

Here is what a life of genuine love looks like in specific details. It is a life  that follows Christ’s example and models His Words from the Sermon on the Mount (Matt 5—7). We all fail to live up to this standard.However, as living sacrifices, we have been transformed to live according to God’s loving will. This serves as a powerful witness to others. God in Christ has first loved us in this way and by His mercies, our salvation is secure and not dependent on how we love.

Jesus says, Love your enemies and pray for the ones who are persecuting you (Mt 5:44). Christian love reaches out beyond the Christian community. For example, the Church organisations: such as Australian Lutheran World Service (ALWS) and Lutheran World Federation (LWF) are operating in Muslim and Buddhist countries, such as Somalia, Cambodia and Indonesia. These Church organisations anticipate a world where love comes to life (1 John 4:9-12). 

These exhortations function as concrete commandments that define what the will of God is. While we are saved by grace completely, God’s claim on us as His new people confronts our lives and relationships as we make choices in the world. Christians should demonstrate genuine love. Paul says, if your enemy is hungry, feed him; if thirsty, give him water to drink. Instead, engage yourself with doing excellent things before all people that they may also glorify God (Mt 5:16). This text becomes Paul’s longest explanation in all his writings about relationships with outsiders. 

Here Paul first names the obligation to care for those fellow members of the church who are in need. The apostle’s exhortation points to the fact that in the Christian churches of Rome—regular collections were also taken for the poor in the church.

Paul shows us how we can care for people in need. In Matthew chapter 9:36, Jesus blesses two fish and five loaves to feed the five thousand men, plus all the women and children. Christ is a role model of how we can show our love to our neighbours. Christians in Rome contribute to the needs of the saints and show hospitality to others.

Hospitality is something practiced by every culture, but it is practiced in different ways. In a Sudanese culture almost everything is all about the two words “we” or “us’.  Sharing things is very common in the Sudanese culture. For instance, one person would pay a bus fare for more than five people if they board a bus as a group, and another person would also pay for their lunch or dinner. It would be an insult if you are invited by a Sudanese to attend a fellowship in their home and you come with a plate of food. 

But these things may be done differently in other cultures. Especially in western culture individualism is very common. However, hospitality and love are demonstrated in different ways as well. Many Australian men and women spend their money supporting people overseas. I have been in Kakuma Refugee Camp in Kenya for seven years getting support from Australian Lutheran World Service (ALWS) which is being funded by the Lutheran Church of Australia congregations. Hampstead Lutheran Church is one of them, I believe. It has happened in the recent incident from my home town in South Sudan as well, where nearly 250 people have been massacred and 370 wounded by a certain tribe within the country. Then, these people also received support from brothers and sisters in this parish. 

Christian love is ultimately about the Gospel. Paul urges Christians to cling to genuine love, that which God shows to us through Christ. Paul uses love in Romans for both divine love for us and Christian love for others. Christians are to be encouraged by God’s mercies to allow love to govern all their interactions with other people. 

Christ creates this love in the Word and Sacraments. In Baptism we receive the forgiveness of sin. It is also important for us to know that when we come to Holy Communion, we are receiving Jesus, and have fellowship as we share his love with brothers and sisters in Christ. Our Lord Jesus gives us his love so that we love one another. Amen.
		
