Sermon – Mark 13:24-37 – 29 November 2020.
Sermon Video Link: https://youtu.be/wh_YtHiYTEA

Have you ever waited for a long time to see someone important to you? Maybe it was one of your children or grandchildren, maybe it was a parent, or a friend or that very special someone in your life. Do you remember how deep the longing was in your heart as you waited to see them? Years ago when people had long distance relationships they would communicate by letter, later on it was by phone and today there are text messages, Facebook, and other social media. These are great ways to keep in touch but there is nothing quite like being able to be together in the same place. To see, to speak to, and to hold that special person in you arms. 

This year many people have been waiting eagerly to see loved ones, only to be disappointed because of changing restrictions. Currently there are many people who have not been able to see loved ones for most of this year. Many of them merely live across a state border, others live oversees but problem is the same, the pandemic has stopped us from travelling. Many people who have been hoping and dreaming of seeing their loved ones are hoping and praying that they will be able to see them this Christmas and that there will be no further outbreaks of COVID to disappoint their plans. Imagine waiting for the person you love to come from interstate and not knowing the day or the time they will arrive. For months you are waiting. No matter what you are doing, at work, at home, at play, there always this anticipation that one day they will arrive.

Today we hear Jesus speaking to those who love him. Within a day or two he will be arrested and crucified. He will die, and even though he will be raised he will no longer be with them the same way he has been. He will ascend to heaven to be with his Father.  When his disciples who have been with him for three years hear that he is going to return it is good news. It is what they want to hear, what they need to hear. They want assurance that they will not be separated from Jesus permanently. We too as disciples of Jesus, love him. We love him because he has died for us, he has forgiven us, he has saved us and he is preparing a place for us. For us too, the return of Jesus is something to look forward to. It is good news, the one we love, the same one who loves us will return. 

Jesus tells us that no one knows when he will return. It has been so long that many people have lost the sense of urgency, thinking and acting as though he isn’t coming any time soon. Jesus means exactly the opposite. Because no one knows when Jesus is returning that means precisely that he could be returning at any moment. Our Lord who loves us so much that he died for us could be returning at any moment and if we love him we should be waiting with the same urgent anticipation that a lover has as they watch the street for their beloved who could be appearing around the corner at any moment.

We don’t know when Jesus will return but in the meantime there will continually be signs that remind us that he definitely will return. Every time we see or experience pain, or sickness, every time we witness or experience injustice, every time we hear of wars and rumours of wars. Every time we see the destruction of the earth and its environment, it reminds us that Jesus will return. When we see bad things happening in this world, when bad things happen to us, we may be tempted to think that evil has won and we may be tempted to feel like God is no longer in control. But Jesus’ words help us to see the bad things that happen not as defeat but as signs of Christ’s victorious return. 

Thankfully Jesus’ words will never pass away. Even if and when heaven and earth pass away, Jesus’ words will live on. This means that the final victory will be given to the words of life, the words of forgiveness. the words of hope, love, and assurance spoken by Jesus. 

In the meantime, Jesus encourages us to be ready. If you know someone important is coming to stay, but don’t know exactly when they will arrive, you make sure you are ready. You clean and tidy up the spare room, and probably give the whole house an extra thorough clean. You buy some extra food and if your expected guest has a favourite meal you make sure you have the ingredients on hand. In the same way we too can prepare for Jesus’ arrival, not by cleaning the house but by preparing our hearts and minds. By repenting and turning away from those things that distract us from our faith in Christ and turning toward those things that help us to keep our eyes fixed on him. 

Advent is a time when focus our minds on Jesus’ pending arrival and that also makes it a time for us to refocus on those things that prepare us for him. It is a time to refocus on repentance, on God’s word, on the body and blood of Christ. Advent is a time to remind us that Jesus will return when we least expect it, therefore we need to keep watch. 

The great thing about his return is that we do not need to fear it, rather we can look forward to it, be filled with joy and hope as we look forward to it. We can wait and watch in hopeful anticipation as a lover waits for the arrival of their beloved.
Amen.
Pastor Rolf Lungwitz 




