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                   It happens sometimes that on the highway we come to a sign which reads ROAD CLOSED. We cannot go where we want to go until the road is cleared and the way prepared. The Lord always had plans of going places, too.  Israel sat in the land of Babylon at the time when Isaiah was operating, but the Lord wanted to lead her back to her land. However, the way was blocked, uneven, up and down,

She had not yet cleared away all the things that had  led to her being in trouble in the first place ‑ the attitude of  wanting to go it without God – the unfaithfulness to God who had pledged himself to her and her stupid rebelling against him.

                 Years later the Lord wanted to go places again. He would come into history as the Messiah and call people to a new life – to a banquet, for how else could you describe the beauty and richness of what Jesus came to give. But before he could come, the way had to be cleared and out the came John the Baptist shouting: “Prepare the way of the Lord, repent, the kingdom of God is at hand, make a straight highway for our God."

es

                 20 centuries later the Lord wants to go places in your life ‑ thrilling you with his words that have lasted over the years while people have come and gone like grass that withers. You, too he wants to taste of his banquet and to have his new life. He wants an uncluttered path. He wants you to prepare the way, to repent and to give him ready access into your life.
                    So, that's the theme of this Sunday of Advent -
the cry of _John:  prepare the way. Make a straight highway for our God.  Repent, the kingdom of God is at hand. And surely we will. It is Jesus whose coming at

Bethlehem we are going to celebrate. It is Jesus who wants to dwell in us to direct and guide us and make us his own. It is Jesus for whose second advent we are waiting even as we plod on with the life he has given us; the one who according to today's gospel healed the sick, gave sight to the blind  raised the dead and brought good news to the poor. It’s the son of God who wants to be with us. No wonder we sing:

“0 set your way in order when such a guest is nigh

Make straight the path before him that now deserted lie

Forsake what he doth hate, exalt the lowly valleys

Bring down all pride and malice and make the crooked straight.”
In other words, repent. Now we had better make this repentance quite clear. Some may think automatically of somebody crying of something highly emotional. They think of one who is converted from a somewhat rough and godless life to follow the Christ and that may well

happen sometimes. But the crux of repentance is

simply a turning around, a change of mind and

direction. If you are to repent, then you are to turn. You are to turn from everything that is not in harmony with Christ. You are to run away from selfishness, for God is love. You are to turn away from bitterness and jealousy and you are to turn from a life that is centred in yourself to one that is centred in God so that no sacrifice becomes too great . See how good church people need to repent. You have not loved God as you should have. You are the big person so often in your life. Advent is about the way of Christ. He desires to come into your life and to take over just as he came at Bethlehem and made people new. Prepare the way, make straight the path, for Jesus is coming.

                 It’s rather interesting that John says all this

out in the desert. That's the place where people used to go



in order to get away from everything

to think and to meditate ‑ perhaps, a good idea for we moderns who are rushing around in December trying to meet deadlines,  shopping, baking, planning holidays etc. It’s good to get alone and away from it all; good to think of John out there with his simple food and drink, making the fuss we go to appear ridiculous ‑ his rugged dress mocking our attempts to look fine
‑ a man standing against the stream of society which shapes us and moulds us because we dare not think and dare not be like him. He is no reed blowing in the wind this man, but standing tall and straight with a mind of his own. Prepare the way. repent. Be redirected to Jesus who wants to come into your life all over again. 

                  And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed. The glory of the Lord is simply the presence of the Lord. We are told in the Old Testament that the glory of the Lord accompanied the children of Israel ‑ God's presence was with them. Isaiah says now that when the way was ready and God brings Israel out of Babylon and back to its land, the people would note that God is present. He is

working and helping, saving and redeeming all over again. When the Messiah would come people would see again the presence of God and, as our New Testament tells us, they certainly did. Now listen to this! When Jesus makes his advent all over again into your life again the glory of the Lord is revealed. People sense God is at

work. Here is a new man or a new woman who stands among others like a breath of fresh air. Here is God working and coming again. And you guessed it, when Jesus makes his final Advent and history runs out the


again the

glory of the Lord shall be revealed for every eye shall see him and know him to be Lord.

               Prepare the way! When an ancient king led his army from place to place, men would go ahead and see that the road was clear. At times they would literally level mountains and fill in valleys that the king might come. When the queen of England visits us here in Australia  advance arrangements are made that the way may be in order. How much more should we prepare for the king of kings and lord of lords who desires to come to us.

        So cleansed be every heart from sin



make straight the way for God within.



prepare we in our hearts a home



where such a mighty guest can come.

