SERMON CHRISTMAS 1B LUKE 2:22-40 - 27/12/20
Video Link: https://youtu.be/0sduern3qIM
This year many of us have become used to waiting, waiting like never before in our lives. Waiting for lockdowns to cease, waiting to get back to work, waiting to see people we love, waiting to once again travel. The waiting isn’t going to stop any time soon. Now there are people waiting for things that they used to take for granted. If you want a new caravan you could be waiting for 12 months and if you want a new bike, some models you may have to wait for 18 months.

This year many of us have become used to waiting and many of us are having to learn patience. 

Simeon and Anna were two such people. Two people who spent their time in worship and waiting. Waiting on God with the expectation that he would do something great in their lives. Waiting on God, listening and watching for his activity in their lives.
And they could do so because they knew God is always faithful to his promises. God would not let them down. How did they know God is always faithful? They knew for the same reason we know, because the Bible is full of examples of God’s faithfulness. 

And God didn’t let them down. Both Simeon and Anna were given the opportunity to be witnesses for Jesus. Both were given the opportunity to point out the Saviour of not just the Jews but also the Gentiles. To point out the Saviour of all people. 

They spent much of their lives worshipping and praying. Anna spent day and night in the temple. Simeon worshipped and listened to God. Simeon in his quiet times of contemplation had heard God tell him that he would not die until he saw the Lord’s anointed one, the Messiah. Patiently Simeon waited, day after day, year after year. 

One day an ordinary looking couple arrived a the temple with their little baby. Most people only saw a poor couple with their doves coming for the woman’s time of purification 40 days after the birth of her son.  Others only saw some parents bringing their first-born son to be dedicated to God. 

For most people this was nothing unusual, nothing out of the ordinary. Everyday dozens of mothers came with their offerings, the well off one’s brought lambs, the poor one’s like Mary and Joseph bought doves. They were sacrificed and the mothers were made ritually clean. Every day they saw mothers bringing their first-born sons to be dedicated and then redeemed with a few shekel’s paid to the priest. Everyone knew this was a ritual established by God to remind the people that while in Egypt every child that was born belonged to the slave master. Now as free people instead of belonging to the oppressive slave masters, their children belonged to God. Their children were special, holy, set aside for God’s work. Dedication of the first born to God was a reminder of what God had done. 

Everyone else who saw Jesus with his parents saw nothing but another family, one among many families that came every day. They saw nothing special because to the casual observer there was nothing to see.
Simeon and Anna were different. They were so focussed on God and God’s activity in the world that they alone out of all the people in the temple that day—these two rather senior members of society—knew that a very special child had been brought to the temple.
Simeon recognised who Jesus was and took the baby in his arms and praised God. Declaring Jesus as the salvation of Israel and even the other nations of the world. 
Anna also recognised Jesus, gave thanks to God and then proceed to tell all who would listen that Jesus was the promised redeemer. 
Both Anna and Simeon had learnt patience and they had learnt to pay attention to God.
In our busy world how many of us have such patience? How many of us take the time to spend with God in prayer and worship? How many of us take time to listen to God? How many of us have been given opportunities to witness for Christ and in our busyness have passed those opportunities by? Or even worse, have been so distracted by our own cares and worries that we have missed those opportunities completely?

Wouldn’t it have been a tragedy if Simeon and Anna had not been patiently waiting for God? Wouldn’t it have been a pity if they thought they were too old?

But patience and waiting on God is something most of us find difficult to learn.

In the weeks leading up to Christmas, how many of you were impatient to sing the carols in church? How many of you just couldn’t wait to open up your gifts?

And now how many of us are already looking past Christmas to New Year’s Eve? Not only are many of us impatient, but we don’t take the time to stop for the moments God comes into our lives….  

There is a song which speaks of the twelve days of Christmas, today is only day three but already for most people Christmas is over. The Christmas season doesn’t end until 5th January. Perhaps Simeon and Anna are a reminder to us to redirect our focus on God, to listen to God and to be aware when God comes into our lives with a special message or a special opportunity to tell others about him. 

The other amazing thing about Simeon and Anna is that they were both very old, yet God still gave them the opportunity to be witnesses for him and to point others to Jesus. Anna was in her eighties, Simeon was near the end of his life. 
It makes you think, doesn’t it! How old do you have to be to be too old to do God’s work? God certainly has no age limits, calling Abraham in his old age, giving Sarah a child well into her old age. Giving Elizabeth a child when she was said to be barren and too old to bear a child. Giving Simeon and Anna, both at the very end of their lives, the job of proclaiming who the baby Jesus was to those who heard them at the temple that day. Makes you think doesn’t it! Is there ever a time when you are too old to be of use to God. With God we don’t have a used by date. 

Jesus comes to us no matter how young or how old we are and he gives us opportunities throughout our lives to tell others about him. 

Today as we worship God, Jesus has come to us through his Word and in a few moments Jesus will come to us in the flesh. In a few moments we will hold the body of our Lord in our very own hands, in with and under the bread of Holy Communion. Then we too along with Simeon can begin to declare what we have heard and seen. We can start by declaring it to each other with Simeon’s own words:
“Lord now let your servant depart in peace:

according to your word.

For my eyes have seen your salvation:

which you have prepared in the presence of all people;

a light to reveal you to the nations:

and the glory of your people Israel.” 

Grace and peace to you during this Christmas Season. Amen.
Pastor Rolf Lungwitz
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