Christmas Sermon — Hebrews 1:1-12 — 2020
The best way to get to know someone is to spend time with them, to meet them face to face. You can ask others about a person and they will give you some idea of what the person is like, but the only way to really know what a person is like is to meet them in person.

It used to be like that with God. The only way people knew what God was like was by looking at nature or listening to messengers from God either angels or prophets. They helped people to get some idea about God but still people found it hard to know what God was like. 

But then God did something amazing. A virgin became pregnant by the power of the Holy Spirit and gave birth to a baby. This baby was not another prophet. He is not another messenger from God. This baby, named Jesus was God the Son, God in human flesh. We no longer have to guess what God is like because in Jesus we have a perfect die cast image of God, a perfect reflection of God. Whatever ‘the Father does the Son also does’ (John 5:19), what the Father says, Jesus says, nothing more, nothing less (John 8:28; 12:49, 50). Every single word that comes out of Jesus’ mouth is God’s word. Just as the sun is the source of and radiates light, so Christ radiates the being and power of God. If you want to know what God is like? If you want to know God’s true nature, then take a really good look at the Son. 
When you look at Jesus the human being, you are looking at God the Creator. 

The Son has always existed. He existed in the very beginning, when God created the universe. The Son is not a creature created by God, the Son is God, just as the Father is God and the Holy Spirit is God It is through the Son that God created everything that exists. The baby in the straw is the one through whom the universe was created. If you want to know the meaning of life; if you want to know why you exist and what your purpose in life is, the answer lies in the person who made you and all things. The baby in the straw is the one through whom you will discover the meaning of life and your purpose in life. 
God the Son didn’t only create the universe he also sustains the universe by the power of his word.  In Jesus ‘all things hold together’ (Col 1:16, 1). Even more than sustaining the universe, Jesus also came to redeem the universe. Why hasn’t the world fallen apart? Why has the universe not collapsed in on itself? Because the Son of God sustains the universe every moment of every day, just as he sustains you every moment of every day. In and through the power of Christ every person and every creature lives and moves and has their being. 

And the Son came to make purification for sins. God’s Son had one main purpose when he came to earth as a baby. His main purpose was to die on the cross, to make the perfect sacrifice for sin. So that through his blood you could be purified 
Easter was not a mistake. The cross was not God’s plan’s gone wrong. The cross was the central feature of Christ’s ministry. As we heard earlier Jesus reflects the glory of God, and the place where God’s glory shone brightest is on the cross. On the cross you see the Son of God who became a fragile foetus for you. On the cross you see the Son of God who lay in a smelly manger for you. On the cross you see the Son of God who died for you. On the cross you see the full glory of God. The most glorious thing about God is that he is on your side. What good news to know that even if everyone else on this earth were to turn against you, you would still have the most important person in the universe on your side. In the Son you see the God who loves you to death, his own death! Easter was not a mistake; it was the central part of God’s plan. 
In your Baptism you were joined to Christ and now his Spirit lives in you. By his word he keeps your faith alive and holds you together in his church as his people. Jesus keeps you trusting God even when your life is falling apart? Jesus restores you by his words of grace and forgiveness. Jesus holds the church together even when there are enormous pressures both from outside and with in? When you think about it salvation is a creative act. God takes broken sinners and re-creates them. He makes you whole and creates a new you. A forgiven, you! A loved by God, you! A child of God, you!  
All things are his and he has authority over all things, this little newborn baby in the straw. The baby in the straw now grown, crucified, resurrected and glorified, sits at the right hand of God!  To sit at a ruler’s right hand is to sit in a position of authority. His is far superior even to angels so much so that even the angels worship him. In Jewish thought, angels are rulers of individual nations, while God rules over Israel. Christ, since his resurrection and exaltation is now ruler over all earthly and heavenly authorities. God has made the enemies of Christ his footstool. This is a real comfort, especially in a time when there are people who want to get rid of everything Christian, even Christmas. It is a real comfort to know that even though on the surface it seems as though God is on the way out. Even though sometimes it seems as though the enemies of God are winning, the reality is very different. From Jesus’ perspective the enemies of God are no more important or powerful than an item of furniture.  They are nothing but a footstool to rest his feet on.
When you seek help from someone in authority it can be a great help to have someone who knows that person to put in a good word for you. When it comes to seeking help from God his very own Son Jesus is the one putting in a good word for you. At God’s right hand Jesus acts as intercessor for you. The one who died on the cross for you is also sitting next to God the Father speaking to him on your behalf. When we now pray to God the Father, Jesus is there as your advocate speaking on your behalf. In a few moments we will pray the prayer of the church and when we do we will not be praying alone, Jesus will be joining us making sure God the Father hears every word. That is the power of Christian prayer. 
The baby in the manger is the Son of God. He reflects the glory of God and bears the very stamp of his nature. He came to purify you of your sins, and he is the Creator and sustainer of the universe. Christ is the one who links you to the hope, promise, comfort, and joy of life with God! Amen.
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