Sermon Epiphany 2B – Psalm 139 - 17/1/21
Video Link: https://youtu.be/nKt4ZvnpH5I


Have you ever lost a little child in a crowd? One minute they were holding your hand and the next your hand was empty, and your child was nowhere to be seen? How did you feel? 

How does a little child feel when they are lost? Often the child doesn’t even know they are lost. Maybe the child got distracted by something exciting and everything seemed fine until suddenly the little one notices that mum or dad have got lost, and they can’t be seen anywhere.

In some ways we are like that little lost child. We get distracted by all the wonderful things life presents us with. We get wrapped up in family, relationships, work, sport, hobbies, fun, travel, accumulating possessions and whatever else this world has to offer us. Sometimes we can go on for years and all the time we don’t even realise we have lost God. 

Then one day something serious happens. Illness, loss of work or money troubles, a broken or troubled relationship, death of a loved one or bad news from your doctor. Whatever it is, suddenly you realise that you have lost God. You have been so distracted that you have wandered off and God is nowhere to be found.

The good news is that God has never for one second lost you. God’s hand has been there every second of every day. God has been with you from the moment you were conceived. It was God who knitted you together in your mother’s womb. God knows when you sit and when you rise, when you go out and when you lie down. God is familiar with everything you have ever done. 

When two people have known each other for a long time, in many cases they do get to know each other so well that they can anticipate each other’s needs, and even to some extent know what the other person is thinking. Some people are even able to finish off each other’s sentences.

God knows you so well that he knows what you are going to say before your words are on your tongue.

Even though at times you may get distracted and forget about God, the good news is that God will never forget about you and will always be at your side. This is good news but it can also be bad news. If God is always with you and knows everything you do, say and think, that means God knows both, the very best about you and the very worst about you.

The other thing children like to do is to play hide and seek. Sometimes it is a game and other times children will hide from their parents if they have done something wrong. Children also manage to find secret places to do the things they are not supposed to do. 

Adults also hide though not always physically. Adults will hide certain parts of themselves, even from the people closest to them.  There are some thoughts, desires and even behaviours that people try to keep hidden from many of the people in their lives for fear of being judged or even rejected. 

Thankfully no one can look into our hearts and minds. All anyone can do to get to know you is to observe what you do and listen to what you say. They will never know every inward thought, desire and motive that drives your words and actions.

The truth is that most of us don’t even fully know ourselves. No wonder no one else can get to fully know us.

God is not like human beings. God knows us completely. 

It is a scary thought, knowing that God knows everything about you. It can make you feel like running away and hiding from God. 

People will often try to hide from God when they feel guilty about something they have done. People will also try to hide form God because they want to do things that they know or think God will not approve of. 

There are many ways people try to hide from God, maybe you have tried some of them? We may try to hide from God by not going to worship, not reading God’s Word and not talking to God in prayer. Some people even avoid contact with people who have faith in God because when they spend time with them, rightly or wrongly they feel judged. 

Can you really hide from God?

Have you ever played hide and seek with pre-school child? Most younger children seem to think if they can’t see you can’t see them. They may crouch behind a lounge chair, even curl up into a ball and hide their face, thinking you won’t find them. Often the adult they are hiding from knows exactly where they are. The adult may pretend saying, “I wonder where such and such is”, as the young child gets more and more exited. Finally, when they are found there are often excited squeals of laughter.

We have even less chance of remaining hidden from God than a young child trying to hide from their parents. The problem is that no matter where we go, God is there. You can climb the highest mountain or go deep underground and God is there. God even sees you in the dark, because night and day, darkness and light, are all the same to God.

God knitted you together in your mother’s womb, planned every single moment of your life, has cared for you like a loving parent every moment of your life and has an eternal future planned for you. God has even placed the Holy Spirit within you. You can’t hide from God and no matter what you have done you don’t need to hide from God. Even though God knows the worst about you, he does not condemn you or give up on you. Even though God knows the depth of your sin, God still sent Jesus to take your sin upon himself and that means no sin, no bad thought, word or deed can separate you from God’s love. 
Amen
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