Sermon Pentecost 10A — Romans 8:12-25 — 30 May 2021
Sermon Video Link: https://youtu.be/Ozzi05a494A
When Jesus spoke to Nicodemus he said that “no one can enter the kingdom of God without being born of water and the spirit” John 3:5 NRSV. When people are born the first time they are born into a human family. When someone is born of water and the Holy Spirit they are born into God’s family.

Paul refers to this same event as being adopted. He says we have received ta spirit of adoption.  At our baptism, we are born again or adopted, through water and the Holy Spirit with God’s word and promises, into God’s family. When a person is adopted they legally become a full member of the adopting family and assume the same rights and privileges as a birth child, including the right of inheritance. As God’s adopted children we receive all the same rights and privileges as a birth child. In the case of God, that birth child is Jesus. Through our baptism, we receive all the rights Jesus has. 

Imagine for a moment you received an official-looking letter. As you opened it you may be thinking, “Not another bill.” As you read the letter your mood shifts from annoyance to surprise as you discover that a long-lost billionaire relative has died and left you their estate. Can you see it? You woke in the morning expecting another ordinary day, then in the mail you received the news that you had riches too large to count. You suddenly had financial freedom beyond compare. 

If that happened to you, how would you feel? What would you do? Or, more to the point, what would you do differently? Sure you might go out and buy a few things you have always wanted, but what would change in your day-to-day attitudes, practices, habits, and outlook? How would knowing that your future is financially secure change your present?

As Christians, we have received an inheritance like no other. We share in all the riches God has in store for Jesus. We share what Christ receives! Wow! We aren’t second-rate children. God’s family isn’t like some families where one gets the farm and the rest get what’s leftover. With God, there is plenty to go around and we get the same as the firstborn Son. With God, we are all equally number one! Have you ever been the favourite? Have you ever wished that you were the favourite? Well with God we are all favourites! Forget the long-lost rich relative, we can’t even imagine the riches God has waiting for us.

As God’s adopted children our future is certain and secure, but what about now? How does being an adopted child of God make a difference in our life right now?

Right now, we have an intimate relationship with God. We can call God, “Daddy!” That is what Abba means, “Daddy!” God is a good and loving daddy. The kind you can depend on. The kind of dad who comes runny when his little girl or boy falls over and hurts themselves picks them up and holds them in his strong loving arms. God is the kind of dad who listens to his children, spends time with them, encourages them, guides them, protects them and celebrates with them.  God the Father’s love is wider than the universe and his goodness is purer than the purest spring. 

Right now, you have the Holy Spirit living inside you. The same Spirit that hovered over the deep before Creation, the same Spirit that breathed life into Adam, the same Spirit that resurrected Jesus, is living inside you now. The Spirit is a deposit, guaranteeing your inheritance and right now the Spirit gives you faith in Jesus, the Spirit prompts you to call out Abba! Father! When you do. When you call God Father, that is the Holy Spirit bearing witness with your spirit that you are one of God’s children. Right now, the Spirit speaks to your spirit and brings your deepest needs to God.

Right now, Jesus is with you. We know this because he promises to be with us always. Now Jesus is giving his resurrected life to you, changing you more and more into his likeness as the Holy Spirit empowers you to live this new life. Now Jesus is walking with you through the best of times and through the worst of times, carrying your burdens and sharing your joys. 

 Yes, you will most likely experience tough times in your life. Not everything in your life will be rosy. With inheritance comes responsibility. A rich relative may leave you with a property or a business to look after and with those things come responsibility and even difficulties. In the same way, Paul tells us that we will share in everything Jesus shares in, both the good and the bad. As heirs, we will share in the sufferings of Christ as well as his glory. Besides we live in a world that is groaning because of sin and as we know only too well, bad stuff happens.
Yet as Christians we can have hope despite all the groaning in the world. As Christians, we know the situation is not hopeless. As Christians, we know that despite all the sin in the world God has not given up on human beings and still wants to have a relationship with us. 

The amazing thing is that God loves you so much that God wants to relate to you with every part of God’s being.

Today is Holy Trinity Sunday. The church took 300 years to find a way to describe and confess the truth about the Trinity. It is hard to understand how God can be three persons and yet one God. What took three hundred years to distil into the Nicene Creed, can’t be explained in one sermon. But perhaps understanding the Trinity is not as important as knowing that every person in the Trinity wants to be intimately involved in our lives. Every person in the Trinity loves us so deeply that each wants a relationship with us. One person relates to us as a loving Father, another person, the Son, relates to us as a brother, friend and Saviour, and another person, the Holy Spirit, wants to live inside us at the deepest level, relating to our heart, mind and spirit. Amen.

May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with us all. Amen
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