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In 1989 the world celebrated as the Berlin wall was torn down. Those of us who witnessed those events may remember the optimism that swept the globe. Now a few decades later we find there are still physical walls being built. In 1989 there were 15 walls dividing people around the globe, in 2019 there were 77.
 Walls are separating rich neighbourhoods from poor, Orthodox Christians from Muslims, protestants from Catholics, loyal from disloyal neighbourhoods, Israelis from Palestinians. There are walls to keep out refugees and walls that separate countries. The world seems to be embracing the building of more and more walls.

It isn’t only physical walls that human beings build. There are walls of silence between people that no longer talk to each other. The wall of noise between you and that person who never stops talking long enough to listen.  Then there are the walls that tear your insides apart. Like the wall of hurt that separates you from a once good friend. The wall of silence between a child and parent who no longer understand or even talk to each other. Walls of hurt and disappointment in marriages.

Are there people in your life that are separated from you by walls? Perhaps walls of hurt, anger, bitterness, jealousy, or pride? People who you haven’t spoken to for years. Someone who has hurt you so much that you still feel uncomfortable when they are around. We sure do live in a divided world. A world where more and more people feel lonely. Where more and more people seem to have emotional walls separating them. 

What is amazing is how quickly walls can be built up between people. He says something and it is misunderstood. You have had a hard day and in a moment of frustration, you say something hurtful to her. You need help and she doesn’t even notice. Often it is the little things, the thoughtless words, the wrong tone of voice, the minor disappointments, the annoying habits that result in walls being built between those that are close to each other until all they can see is the wall and a broken relationship. 

The highest wall of all is the one between human beings and God. It is the impenetrable wall built by sin, that every one of us faces from the moment we enter this world. Because of this wall, we enter this world separated from God, without God and hope in this world. 

Most of us who attend worship find it hard to imagine being without God and hope. Many of you have been part of God’s household as far back as you can remember. You have had God in your lives for so long you almost take it for granted. Yet we should not take it for granted because it is by God’s grace that each one of us has been brought into God’s household through Holy Baptism and that we have citizenship in God’s kingdom.

This has been made possible only by the blood of Christ. By the blood of Christ, everything that separates you from God has been washed away. The wall separating you and God has been torn down and there is no longer any need to climb over it with good works or by any other means. By the blood of Christ, we now have direct access to God with no walls, no barriers to stop us. Christ has removed all barriers and taken us into the presence of God. 

Through Christ, we are at peace with God.

This peace extends beyond our relationship with God. Christ also brings peace between human beings. In the first century, there were deep religious and cultural divisions between Jews and non-Jews. Yet the early church consisted of both worshipping together mostly in homes, and even sharing meals. The deep cultural and religious barriers were broken down, and in the church, the two became one people. Through the grace of God and the power of the Holy Spirit, in the early church, these old enemies were united, and hostilities were removed.

Jesus brings peace into our relationship with God and peace into our relationship with each other. Building us into a holy temple, a place where God lives by his Spirit. Through the same Spirit, Christ grows love in our hearts. Love that overflows into forgiveness and reconciliation and tears down the walls that separate us from other people.

The removal of the barriers between Jew and non-Jew was a continual work in progress in the early church as the strong high walls that kept them apart were slowly dismantled. The walls between us and other people can often be very strong and high. Dismantling them can be a work in progress, but through Christ, we can live in hope that it is possible to break down even the strongest of walls.

Christ does not only bring us peace through his blood, he also preaches peace to us. Christ brings us a message of peace that begins with repentance. Jesus teaches us to first repent and turn to God and receive God’s forgiveness. Once reconciled with God, through the power of the Holy Spirit and filled with the peace of Christ we can also repent and turn to those with whom we are in conflict. As we have received forgiveness, we can offer forgiveness and begin to tear down the walls that separate us.

After all, the church is God’s holy temple, and we are living stones in that temple (1 Peter 2:5).  Christ is the cornerstone, setting the pattern for the whole building. It is a pattern characterised by grace, forgiving love, humility, and compassion. That is the only way to real peace. The only way to reconciliation. It is God’s plan for the universe. It is God’s plan for you! Amen.
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