Sermon Mark 6:1-13 — 4 July 2021

Video Link: https://youtu.be/Eeos_rL_R8U
The hardest people to talk to about God are often your long-time friends and family. Those who have seen you grow up and often still see you as the little boy or girl they knew years ago. The people that know both the good and the bad things about you. The people who matter to you and with whom you want to maintain good and close relationships. I am more nervous preaching in front of old friends or family than almost anyone else. 

Jesus knows first-hand what it is like to tell people close to you about the good news. When Jesus taught in the synagogue in his hometown, the locals knew who he was. They knew he was an ordinary tradesperson. He was trained to work with wood and he wasn’t a trained and educated Rabbi. They also knew that Jesus was born illegitimate, referring to him as the son of Mary, thereby making the point that Joseph was not his real father. You can imagine people whispering about Jesus and talking about how this illegitimate tradie was now acting like he was someone important. How he was going about the whole countryside acting like a rabbi and a prophet, trying to make a name for himself. How he was even teaching and preaching in their local synagogue. Didn’t he know his place? How dare he try to step above his station in life and bring embarrassment upon Nazareth. 

The locals thought they knew all about Jesus and it stopped them from listening to him. It stopped them from believing him. Instead, they took offence at him. Their preconceived ideas about whom Jesus was, stopped them from receiving his life-giving message. They even rejected his offer to heal them and perform other miracles. So much so that Jesus was amazed at their unbelief.

Shortly after his very unsuccessful mission work in his hometown, Jesus sends out these disciples two by two to expand his ministry. I wonder what they were thinking as they went out. Sure, they had seen many people come to faith but they had also seen many reject Jesus, and most recently his townsfolk reject him. He sends them out expecting success in some places where people will accept them and show them hospitality. At the same time, he also reminds them that there will be failures when people will reject them and not welcome them. This uncertain ministry of mixed success and failure is what Jesus sent his disciples out to.

Today Jesus still sends his disciples to bring the gospel to others and we can expect both success and failure. For most of us, it will be the most important people in our lives that we will have the opportunity and the challenge of telling about the good news of Jesus Christ. When we share the good news with these people we can expect mixed reactions.  Some may agree with us, some may receive faith in Christ, some may disagree, and some may even be offended. 

We are called to share the good news but at the same time, Jesus advises us that when people refuse to hear us we should take the hint. There is a time to stop speaking to others about Jesus. That time comes when they openly reject the message of the good news. When they make it very clear to us that they aren’t interested in what we have to say and that they don’t want us to talk to them about it. When that happens then we are to leave them alone. The Message version puts it this way, “If you’re not welcomed, not listened to, quietly withdraw. Don’t make a scene. Shrug your shoulders and be on your way” (Mark 6:11). 

We need to realise that some people will not come to faith and the more we try the more we are going to offend them and the harder their hearts will become. Sometimes these people will be the ones we are closest to. In these situations, we are called to be wise and know when not to speak. When to quietly live out our faith and pray for an opportunity for us to give the reason for our hope.

Often the problem we face is not that others don’t want to listen but that we lack the confidence to speak. We tell ourselves that we don’t know enough, we don’t have the training or that we aren’t good enough. We look at our struggles to live the life of love and service that God has called us to, and we question our right to tell others about Jesus. 

Yet when you think about it the good news is about the hope that Jesus brings into our lives even though we are sinners. The good news is that even though we continue to mess up, God still chooses us to be His beloved children, still offers us forgiveness, still pours the Holy Spirit into us, still promises to never leave us, still offers us an eternal future with him. 

Take a look at the disciples Jesus sent out by twos to proclaim the good news. What a ragtag bunch of misfits. There were illiterate fishermen, despised tax collectors, violent zealots and a traitor among them. Not one had any religious training, no Rabbis, priests and scribes. Despite their rough edges, and their lack of formal education, despite questionable backgrounds, Jesus sent them out into the towns and villages to preach the good news to people.

That was precisely the point though. On their own not one of the disciples had the authority to speak about the good news. It was only by the authority Jesus gave them. It is only by the authority Jesus has given us. Only because Jesus has authorised and commanded us to go and make disciples, are we able to do so. You too may feel inadequate or unable to talk to your friends and family about God but if you do, remember Jesus has called you, Jesus has given you his authority to do so.

The good news is that there will be those who will hear the good news and believe. When that happens all the rejections become worthwhile. As Jesus reminds us in the parable of the lost sheep and the lost coin, “there is rejoicing in the presence of the angels of God over one sinner who repents", (Luke 15:10 NIV). Therefore, we should not give up if we are rejected even by 99% of those we tell about the good news of Jesus Christ, because if by our speaking one person comes to faith in Jesus, we have gained a new brother or sister in Christ and we together with all of heaven can experience the joy that comes from having someone we know repent and turn to Jesus. Amen. 
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