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Young children love to imitate their parents. Often it can be cute or even funny when they repeat what their parents say, use the same tone of voice or mimic an expression. At other times it can be embarrassing when suddenly they begin to use some unsavoury words they have heard from mum or dad. When that happens quite often parents will begin to change the way they speak while their children are nearby. As children and even adults, we often learn by imitation. How often have we observed someone we know saying something or behaving in a certain way and we have said to ourselves, they are just like their mother or father. 

As Christians we do not only have human parents, we also have a heavenly parent. We have been adopted by God. Through Holy Baptism we are God’s beloved children and Jesus is our Lord and brother. The Holy Spirit has sealed our status as God’s children. 

In some churches when babies are baptised, as part of the ceremony, they remove the clothes they came into the church with and are dressed in a white outfit after the baptism. This white outfit signifies that through baptism they are both reborn and pure. They have had a makeover. When you are baptised, you are reborn and made pure. From that moment on each day, God removes your old sinful self and replaces it with the new pure Christlike self. Each day God changes you to become more like Christ, holy and blameless before God. 

We are a new creation and in the same way that our parents influence the kind of people we are, our heavenly parent also influences us. Not only are we God’s children but we are also encouraged to be like our heavenly Father. We are encouraged to be like Jesus because Jesus is the perfect image of God the Father, God in human flesh. Like a young child imitates their parents we are called to imitate Jesus and by doing so to imitate our Father in heaven. 

Of course, if you want to imitate Jesus then you need to spend time with Jesus. Thankfully God has given us several ways to spend time with Jesus. He has given us prophets and apostles who originally spoke directly to God’s people and now speak to us through the written word of God in the Old and New Testaments. He has given us evangelists, pastors and teachers who preach and teach God’s word to us so that we can grow and mature as God’s children and become more and more like Christ. Last, but not least, God has placed us into a family, the body of Christ, the church, where we can encourage each other and grow together as God’s children.

In this church, we experience and practice the new life God has adopted us into as we worship together. Let’s take a quick look at how worship teaches us the pattern of our new life. 

In worship, we begin in the name of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit remembering the name of God that we are baptised into. Reminded that we are God’s children we confess our sins and receive God’s forgiveness. God speaks to us through the prophets and apostles as we hear the scripture readings. God teaches us as the pastor preaches the sermon. We respond to God in prayer and then God gives us the physical gifts of the body and blood of Christ. This holy meal gives us personal reassurance of our forgiveness and God’s boundless love for each one of us. In this way, worship transforms us more and more into the image of Christ. Then forgiven, assured, strengthened and transformed, we are sent out into the world. 

This is all part of God’s plan so that we can grow and become mature members of God’s household. It is part of God’s plan to prepare you for good works that will glorify God. As each of us grows into the image of Christ, the whole body of Christ also grows and builds itself up in love. This love is on display to the whole world, and it glorifies God as people look at the church and say, “Look how they love one another.”

This love is reflected in our words, actions, priorities, character and personality. Let’s have a look at a couple of ways in which this is reflected in our lives. 
When we follow God’s example in our speech, like Christ, we speak words that build up, words that grow relationships, words that encourage and words that are truthful. We do our best to refrain from unwholesome talk such as lies, gossip and slander. Instead of using words to tear apart relationships, we use words to repair relationships. We use words that build up the body of Christ.

We also take off anger, bitterness and rage. There will still be times when we get angry and sometimes rightly so, especially when we experience or see others experience injustice. After all, even Jesus became angry at times. Yet we are not to let anger get a hold of us and drive us into sin. Instead, we imitate Christ and with humility take off anger and put on forgiveness. As we imitate Christ, like Jesus we treat others with kindness and compassion. 

We will never be a perfect reflection of Jesus, and neither will the church. We will often find ourselves doing the things we don’t want to do, holding onto anger, using words that are hurtful, doing things that are not loving. We are both saints and sinners at the same time and that means God’s love will not always be evident in our lives and that lack of love will spill over into God’s church. Despite our failures, we can live in hope knowing that as God’s children we live under the umbrella of God’s gracious forgiveness. As we receive this forgiveness, again and again, we can imitate God and forgive one another just as in Christ God forgave us. 

Forgiven and forgiving we can continue to ‘follow God’s example and walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us.’ Ephesians 5:2. Amen

Father, please create in us a new God fashioned life, a life renewed from the inside reproducing the character of Christ in us. Amen (see Ephesians 4:20-24 The Message).
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