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In the last few weeks, much of the world has been surprised as an old enemy that we thought that been defeated 20 years ago suddenly rose up and very rapidly took over the whole country of Afghanistan. This old enemy was there all the time. The enemy never gave up, they still took every opportunity to attack and fight and kill, but the far superior strength of the allied forces kept them in check and stopped them from returning to power. As soon as the allied forces left the enemy took advantage and very easily took back the country. Only history will determine if leaving the people of Afghanistan to fend for themselves was the right decision.

As citizens of God’s kingdom, we too have an enemy that was defeated, not 20 years ago but almost 2000 years ago. We too have an enemy that will never stop fighting and taking every opportunity to harm us and try to destroy the plans of our King. This enemy is not a flesh and blood enemy, it is a spiritual enemy. The enemy is Satan and all those forces Satan uses to fight against us. Paul calls these forces principalities, powers and the rulers of the present darkness. They are all the forces that Satan employs to try to destroy the work that Jesus has done. Forces that attack us every day trying to mess up God’s plan to unite all people in faith and love under the rule of Christ the King. 

It is not easy to resist all the enemies that Satan has rallied against us. The truth is that we cannot fight them on our own. If we were left on our own then we would be overcome by these spiritual enemies even more quickly than the people in Afghanistan were overcome so recently. Instead of trying to fight Satan and his spiritual forces on our own, we are encouraged to receive the strength God offers to us. The same power and strength God used to defeat the forces of darkness when Jesus died and rose again to defeat sin, death and the devil. Only through God’s power, we can stand firmly in the face of spiritual attack

We are also encouraged to put on the gift of amour that God provides for us. 

One of the evils one’s favourite tactics is to lie to us. When we experience sickness, pain or loss, Satan lies to us and tells us that God has abandoned us, God does not love us or even care about us. In today’s world, we are even told that God does not exist at all and is a figment of our imagination. When this happens we are to put on the belt of God’s truth.  As we put that belt around our waste and fasten it firmly in place, we are reminded of the truth that God does exist, God is with us, and his love and compassion surround us securely like that belt. 

Another lie that the evil on uses is to tell us that we are not good enough. To point out our failures and our sins and tell us that we are unlovable and unforgivable, and we can never be good enough for God. When this happens, God provides us with the righteousness of his Son Jesus as a gift. Like a breastplate, this righteousness covers our heart and when God looks at us he no longer sees our sin but instead sees the sinless heart of God the Son. When Satan and even our consciences accuse us, we no longer need to be afraid because through Jesus God has judged us as righteous.

The forces of darkness are always working to destroy our peace. The peace we have with God and the peace we have with our brothers and sisters in Christ. God encourages us to put the gospel of peace on our feet and use the message of peace to bring forgiveness and reconciliation into every situation. Through the peace that Jesus gives to us, we are empowered to maintain, build and promote the unity God has created between his chosen people.

At its core the battle we are engaged in is a battle for our hearts and minds. Will you believe the forces of evil, or will you believe God? Can you trust God? Is God on your side and will God stick with you through to the end. Are the forces of evil stronger or is God stronger? Thankfully through the death and resurrection of Christ we know that God loves us so much that he is prepared to die for us. We know that God has already defeated the forces of evil. God has defeated sin, death and the devil. Through Jesus we know that God will always be with us and through the Holy Spirit we have faith that God has chosen us in the waters of baptism and is on our side. This faith that we have in the good news of Jesus Christ is like a shield that extinguishes all the flaming arrows of the evil one. 
The great news is that the victory has already been won. The battles we are engaged in are part of the cleanup operation after the decisive victory won by Christ. This means that no matter what happens to us, we already share in the victory and salvation is ours. We can wear this salvation like a helmet that protects us now and into eternity.

Finally, God does give us one decisive weapon to add to our protective armour. Not a weapon that kills but a weapon that reveals all things and judges the thoughts and attitudes of the heart. A weapon that exposes the lies of the enemy and takes away their power over us. This weapon is God’s word. Jesus knew the power of God’s word and he used it very effectively in his battle in the wilderness. When was tempted Jesus he used the sword of God’s word to cut down the lies of the tempter, each time saying, “It is written.” We too have the gift of God’s written word that we can use to cut down temptations, expose lies and build faith. 

The good news is that we are never alone in this battle. Unlike the allied forces who finally left the people of Afghanistan to fend for themselves, God has limitless resources and has promised to always be with us and to never leave us on our own, staying with us to the end of time. As well as having God at our side, in this battle we have our brothers and sisters in Christ. A body of millions of God’s chosen children, both those on earth and those cheering us on in heaven. 
We fight this battle together and we support each other through prayer. Asking God to continue to provide us with his power. Asking God to continue to clothe us with his armour and all we need to protect us from powers that seek to destroy our unity and our faith. As we pray, we ask that God would give each of us individually and all of us collectively as the body of Christ the courage and wisdom and to boldly proclaim the mystery of the gospel. That powerful good news that cuts to the heart, overcomes sin and death, creates faith and is the power behind God’s plan to bring unity to all things in heaven and on earth under Christ (see Eph 1:10). Amen
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