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Sermon Video Link: https://youtu.be/TGiUOpIc7hA
Words are very powerful things. They may be the most powerful thing in all of creation. At the beginning of time, there was a formless empty void and then words filled the void and the words created everything there is. Of course, those words didn’t come from nowhere, they were spoken by the Creator. Nevertheless, it was through words that creation came into being. 

Even more amazing is that the Word of God through whom all things were made, took on flesh. The Word became a human being and that human being dwelt among us. 

Words are very powerful things and we mere human beings have been given the gift of being able to speak them. How generous God is to give us this powerful gift of speech. This gift is both a blessing and a curse. With words, we can build up and we can tear down. With words, we can make peace and we can make war. With words, we can build relationships and we can destroy relationships. 

Our tongues are the gift God has given us to enable us to form words and to speak, but unfortunately, our tongues are harder than a wild animal to control. Every one of us can remember a time when we have uttered words with our tongues that we regret. We have an argument with someone we care about and suddenly we say something that we shouldn’t have said. The words have formed on our tongues and escaped into the air. If only we could capture that sound and stop it from reaching the other person’s ears? But it is too late, and the words cut to the heart of the other person. They damage the other person’s heart and soul. If only we had thought before we spoke. 

The problem with words is that their power is far greater than their size. Like a small rudder that can control the direction of a large ship, our tongues and the words they form can control the direction of our relationships and our lives in general. 

Of course, it isn’t the tongue where the words begin. The words begin in our hearts. Jesus teaches us evil things are brought out of the evil stored in a person’s heart (see Luke 6:45). The heart is where the words come from. In our hearts, we get frustrated, angry, jealous, envious, afraid, greedy, arrogant, and more. Then the thoughts and feelings in our hearts come out in words.

If only we could hold our tongues and stop them from speaking before they do untold damage. If only we could put a bit in our mouths like we do with horses and control the direction of our speech. Imagine how different our lives would be. The whole direction of our lives could be changed by one word not spoken, one sentence not uttered. Imagine the relationships that would not be damaged or even destroyed. Imagine the people who would not have been hurt. 

We are used to hearing about the destruction caused by bush fires, some of you may even have experienced such a fire first-hand. Massive bush fires can start with one little spark. In the same way, the tongue can start a fire that does not only engulf you but given the right conditions, can set a whole community on fire. Words can destroy congregations, communities and even nations.

The good news is that words can also be used for good. Words can be used to confess sin, words can be used to forgive and heal. Words can be used to bring good news and create faith in people’s hearts. Words don’t merely create faith, they also create new hearts by the power of the Holy Spirit. Out of those changed hearts flow words of praise of God.

With hearts filled with faith in Christ, we also begin to look at other people differently. When faith-filled hearts look at other human beings, they see creatures made in the image of God. Faith-filled hearts see in people the image of Christ, the Word made flesh. How can we curse someone made in the image of the one who died on the cross for us? How can we curse someone who is made in the image of the one we worship and praise?

Jesus teaches that just as evil things are brought out of the evil stored up in a person’s heart so also good things are brought out of the good stored up in a person’s heart. Through the Word and the Spirit, God is creating a new, good heart in you. A heart filled with love, compassion, patience, kindness, self-control and so on. This new heart is made in the image of Christ’s heart. Out of this new heart flow good words.

The frustrating thing is that we seem to have two hearts beating inside us. The old sinful heart out of which flow destructive words and the new heart of love out of which flow life-giving and life-sustaining words. 

The Christian life then is a paradox. It is like a spring from which both fresh water and salt water flow at the same time. The salt water flowing from our sinful human nature and the fresh water flowing from the new self that was born in the waters of our baptism. As we live this life, God continually washes away the salty water through confession and forgiveness and replaces it with fresh water pouring forth from the Word and the Spirit. 

Today and whenever we worship, God teaches us how to speak from the new heart he is creating in us. God teaches us to speak from a new heart filled with love for God and neighbour. The new language God teaches us is a language of confession of sins, and a language of confession of faith. It is a language of praise of God. It is a language of love expressed in prayer for others. It is a language of thanksgiving for the gifts of forgiveness, life and salvation given freely to each one of us. Over time this new language steers our lives in a new direction as we use our tongues to love and serve God and neighbour. 

Amen.

Pastor Rolf Lungwitz
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