Sermon Luke 21:25-36 — Advent 1C — 28 November 21
Video Link: https://youtu.be/3g32rPvP9rc
This is the time of the year that we focus on the Lord coming. Today our gospel reading is focussing on the Lord coming at the end of time. We are reminded to look for the signs that indicate the Lord is coming. Those signs include cosmic signs in the sun, moon, and stars, natural disasters, wars, and rumours of wars and nations in anguish. As we look at world history there is no shortage of signs that this world is on borrowed time and that Jesus will return. These signs are all indications of the groaning of creation that Paul talks about, as the whole of creation waits to be freed from its bondage to decay.  
What makes it worse is that the groaning of creation touches all of us, it even touches God’s people. We are locked into this world, and we cannot escape.  The mess seems to work its way right into our own lives. Let’s be honest, most of us don’t have to look at the TV screens to see a mess; all we need to do is to look in our own homes, our own families, our own workplaces. Sometimes all you need to do is look in the mirror. Maybe it is a messed-up relationship that is binding you up and the mess is so big you just can’t seem to get out of it. Or maybe you are stuck in a job you hate. Maybe you are locked into a habit or an addiction that you just don’t seem to be able to break out of.  Maybe you are trapped in a body that is continually ill or in pain or just plain and simply getting old. Whatever mess it is that you are trapped in, it is a reminder that you are a broken person living in a broken world, and the end is coming.  
Jesus reminds us that the end is coming but he doesn’t remind us to frighten us. He uses the image trees that are budding. An image of life and renewal. The end of this creation will not be the end of everything. The end is the beginning of something new. The coming of the end is good news because it is also the time when the Son of Man, the resurrected Jesus will come. The struggles of this world will not go on forever. Our own struggles will not go on forever. Yes our struggles may seem overwhelming while we are going through them and we may on occasion feel like we are drowning, but struggle will not have the last word. As Jesus says, “Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will never pass away.” 
That is the good news. The struggle will come to an end and then we will be left with Jesus and his words. Words like, “Father forgive them, for they do not know what they are doing” (Luke 23:34NIV). Words that release us from all our sins and our bad decision and our mistakes. Words that give us a clean slate and a fresh start. Words like, “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest” (Matt 11:28 NIV). Words that give us comfort amid our troubles. Words like, “Peace be with you” (John 20:19 NIV). Words of acceptance from our risen saviour. Words that affirm his love for us and our secure relationship with Jesus.
The Good news is Jesus words and that means Jesus promises will never pass away and that is why we look forward to the kingdom of God coming.  
Today is the first Sunday of Advent, the word advent means, “coming.” Advent is when we watch and pray and wait for Christmas and the celebration of the birth of our Lord. Yet is seems that Advent has become something else. Now Advent begins on Black Friday as the sales begin and the mad scramble to buy gifts and food and often things we don’t really need, becomes for many an overwhelming obsession. In the mad scramble to Christmas, Christ is almost forgotten, only to be brought out for some carols and a reminder of the Nativity and then it’s time to get ready for the next party on New Year’s Eve. 
Christmas is an anticlimax, even a disappointment for many people. Maybe because we become so consumed by all the trappings of the season, we miss the one who came at on the first Christmas and continues to come into our lives.  The one who has changed the course of this world and the course of our lives forever. Christ who comes into our hearts through Word and sacrament, and fills them with love and gives us hope even amid the mess we live in. 
That is why we watch and wait for Jesus. Because we know that he is the only one who can bring real change into our lives and into this world. Through his resurrection Jesus has shown us that there is life and hope beyond death and destruction. God has shown us through Jesus that the dead can be raised and that means there is hope for us even in the midst of the worst situations. There is hope for us who are living in a dying world.  During Advent we are reminded that Christ has come into the world, he is with us always, and wherever Christ is there is hope. That is why ultimately during advent we wait for the second and final coming of our Lord Jesus in power and glory. 
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