Sermon Epiphany 4C — 1 Corinthians 13:1-13 — 30/1/22
Video Link: https://youtu.be/aJrYb9H41SE
Jesus said people will know we are his disciples if we love one another. We are to love one another with the same sacrificial love that Jesus has loved us. You would expect then that the way Christians treat each other would be noticeably different. You would expect the church to be a place where people are more tolerant and accepting? A place where people are kinder, more forgiving, and more compassionate toward each other. 
The sad truth is that reality does not always meet people’s expectations. Take the church at Corinth for example. In Corinth, there were several things threatening to tear the congregation apart. There were divisions in the congregation, Paul puts it this way, “One of you says, "I follow Paul"; another, "I follow Apollos"; another, "I follow Cephas"; still another, "I follow Christ" (1 Cor 1:12). Members were even taking each other to court rather than settling things peacefully between each other (1 Cor 6:1-8). Those who were weaker in faith were disregarded (8:7-13) and those who well off did not share their food at community meals with those who were poor. 
The problem is that even though through Christ we are all saints, at the same time we are still sinners. The church is not a place for people who are healthy and perfect, but rather it is a hospital for sick souls. There is a bumper sticker that some Christians used to put on their cars that read, “Christians aren’t perfect, just forgiven.” The church is full of sinners and the thing about sin is that it causes you to be curved in on yourself. When you are curved in on your self you see everything from the perspective of what you want, what you feel you need, and what makes you happy. Sin is love of self at the expense of others. 
It is true that as a Christian you should take care of yourself and your bodily needs, after all the entire gospel teaches you that you are precious because God loves you. As a baptised child of God, your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit and therefore you should take care of it physically, emotionally, and spiritually because the Spirit lives there. But sin goes a step further than just taking care of the body God has given you. Sin makes you the number one priority in your life at the expense of others. 
Sin distorts your perception like fog on a mirror. Sin affects your senses and distorts reality. 
It causes you to see yourself and your own opinions as more important than they really are. Sin causes you to see offences by others as far bigger than they really are, while your own offences are minimised, excused, or brushed off as minor and insignificant. Sin causes you to hear the worst when someone disagrees with you. It causes you to read the worst into what other people say instead of putting the best construction on what they say. It gets even worse when a relationship deteriorates, then sin magnifies the bad things about the other person and blinds you to the good in them. Innocent comments take on sinister meanings and you become suspicious of everything they do and say. The worst thing of all is that sin refuses to forgive people who have offended you and it likes to keep a record of everything the other person has done wrong. 

The truth is that to love another human being is a very hard thing to do. It can get very exhausting trying to love some people.  It is hard to be patient with someone who has forgotten to put their dirty wash in the clothes bin for the 100th time. It is hard not to get angry when you are the one who always seems to be doing all the work. It is hard to trust someone who keeps making promises but never keeps them. Most importantly it is very hard to truly forgive. Every time people hurt each other they add another brick to the wall that divides them and unless the bricks are removed by forgiveness the best you can do is shout to each other over the wall. The problem is that for sinful people real forgiveness is close to impossible. 
Yet despite our failure to love others unconditionally, God steps in to rescue us. God is love and that means everything that is true about love is true about God. If you want to know what God is like then substitute the word God for the word love in Paul’s description of love, “God is patient, God is kind. God does not envy, God does not boast, God is not proud. God is not rude, God is not self-seeking, God is not easily angered, God keeps no record of wrongs. God does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. God always protects, always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. God never fails. (see 1 Corinthians 13:4-8).  
God never fails, and in Jesus Christ he did not fail to pay the price for your lack of love. In Christ, God loved you completely and unconditionally. Instead of turning in on himself, on the cross, Jesus turned toward you with his arms outstretched and wide open ready to embrace you with his eternal love. Jesus paid the price for all your sins and because of what Jesus has done; God does not keep a record of your sins. God chooses to no longer hold your sins against you. He removes them completely so that they no longer play a part in his relationship with you.  If you really want to experience love in full bloom, then fix your eyes on Jesus Christ.  
God’s love is so big that in this life we will never come close to comprehending it. Now we only understand the extent of God’s love in part. Like looking into a foggy mirror, we get glimpses of God’s love for us. Perhaps it is because we all like to think that we are basically good and only occasionally do we catch glimpses of how sinful we are and how much we actually need God to rescue us. When you do catch a glimpse of the extent of God’s love for you it overwhelms you. Love has a habit of changing your focus, and when you get glimpses of God’s love you begin to see things just a little more through the eyes of Christ. You become far less concerned about being right. You begin to see yourself and others more clearly and the stone cold hardness of your heart begins to melt away. 
The more we fix our eyes on Jesus the more loving we will become because love is the fruit of faith in Christ. Through Baptism you have been reborn and you are now a new creation. You are filled with the Holy Spirit and only through the power of the Holy Spirit are you able to love with the love of God. As you experience God’s love through Christ you can pass that love on to your brothers and sisters in Christ, your family, friends and neighbours. As you turn to Christ and remain in his Word and receive his body and blood his love will flow through you and bear the fruit of love. In the end, everything depends on Christ. You can’t love with the selfless love of God without turning to the one and only source of love, God and his Son who is love with us love in human flesh.  Amen 
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