Sermon Epiphany 5c — Luke 5:1-11 — 6 February 22
Sermon Video Link: https://youtu.be/Q3xf_SNqy4U
I am not into tennis, but I couldn’t help but hear about Ash Barty, the first Australian Open champion in 44 years. For a few days, her victory was all over the news. Evangelism comes from a Greek word meaning “news of victory.” There has been a great deal of evangelism regarding this extraordinary player. In the New Testament evangelism refers to the good news of Jesus Christ. Christian evangelism means telling other people about the good news of Christ’s victory. Why is it that people have no problem talking about the victory of a tennis player, but we are very uncomfortable talking about the greatest victory of all, the victory over sin, death, and the devil by our Lord Jesus? 
Perhaps it is because you have been trying for years and still caught no one! Peter and his mates had been fishing all night and had caught nothing. They were professional fishermen. Fishing was their life and their work and they had caught nothing. Most of us don’t take failure well do we? I am sure that deep down every Christian has a desire for evangelism. I am sure because every Christian has the Spirit of Christ dwelling in them and the Spirit’s desire is to bring people to Christ. But many Christians are disheartened by a lack of results. Maybe you have tried to talk to someone about your faith and received a bad reaction. Maybe you have tried inviting people to church or to a small group with no success. Whatever the reason, the lack of positive results can really deflate your enthusiasm for evangelism.  
Then again maybe you don’t think you have what it takes. Have you noticed that in today’s Bible readings we have three different people who all felt that they weren’t qualified for the job God had given them? When God called Isaiah his first response was, “Wow to me! I am a man of unclean lips,” (Isa. 6:5). Peter has a miraculous catch of fish, falls on his knees before Jesus and says, "Go away from me, Lord; I am a sinful man!" (Luke 5: 8). And Paul says that he does not deserve to be called an apostle (1 Cor. 15: 9).  In the face of God’s call all these people reacted with fear and a sense of not being worthy. They didn’t think they were good enough. And things still haven’t changed. It is not unusual to feel inadequate when it comes to telling others about God. It is not unusual to be afraid when it comes to telling others about Jesus. Talking about Jesus is difficult in a society where most people think religion is something private and therefore you should not talk about it. Even if you do try to talk about God, often you get a very cold reception. Talking about Jesus is not easy in a society where people hate to hear that there is only one way to God and only one way to salvation. 
Yet despite any past failures, Jesus still calls you to fish.  As disciples of Jesus, you are fishers of people because that is what Jesus has called you to be. Even though Peter had been fishing all night, when Jesus asked him to let down his nets yet again, Peter did so. Why? Because he thought he would catch fish? Probably not! Rather it was because Jesus asked him. We share the good news about Christ’s victory because Jesus has called us to do so. Jesus has asked you, every single one of you, to tell others about the good news of Jesus Christ. Our great commission as God’s people is to go and make disciples (Matthew 28:19, 20).  You are to be a light to the world, you are not supposed to hide yourself, but instead, light up the lives of those around you with the gospel. It may not be easy, things that are meaningful and worthwhile often aren’t easy, but there can be great joy in doing what you are called to be doing. 

Evangelism is an expression of our love for others. Some people think evangelism is a dirty word, and it is true that there have been times when some Christians confused evangelism with paternalism. Instead of just bringing the good news of Jesus Christ to people they tried to force onto them their own culture as well. That is certainly not what Jesus has asked us to do. The motivation behind Jesus’ call to fish for people was his love for humanity.  We all come into this world as prisoners of sin, death, and the devil. Jesus came to set the captives free. Evangelism is about setting people free not enslaving them to our cultural ideas. Evangelism is not about putting bottoms on pews and filling our churches. The only appropriate motivation for evangelism is love and compassion for your neighbour. 
When evangelism is an expression of love, then it becomes a part of a more holistic concern and care for others. As Jesus himself reminds us, our love extends to caring for our neighbours’ physical needs as well.  In the early years of the church, many people came to faith because of the genuine love and care that Christians showed for orphans and widows and those in need. You are called to evangelise as an expression of your love for others. 
And as a Christian you never go out fishing alone.  On your own you cannot bring anyone to Christ. Without Jesus even the professional fisherman Peter could not catch a single fish. It was only through the power and the presence of Jesus that Peter, and his mates were able to catch any fish. And what a huge catch it was. It is only through Jesus that you can fill your nets. In the great commission at the end of Matthew where Jesus tells us to make disciples, he promises to be with us always. Whenever you talk to people about God, Jesus is there with you. The Holy Spirit will even give you the words to say. Even though it may seem to come out all wrong, the Spirit of Christ will empower the words you speak if you are faithful to the word of God. Ask God to give you opportunities to tell others about him and when those opportunities arise ask him to guide you. Then trust that you are not alone, Jesus will be with you and the Holy Spirit will guide you.  
On several occasions leading pastor’s classes with people exploring the Christian faith I remember being surprised at how much the good news impacted some of those people as they grew in faith in Jesus. As a pastor, I had the privilege of seeing those people come to faith and having their lives transformed, but in the boat with me there were countless faithful people whom God had used, sometimes years and even decades before – parents, siblings, children, relatives, friends, acquaintances and even strangers - to bring those people to the point of attending a pastor’s class and confirming their faith in Christ. No matter how long it may seem that you have gone without a catch, don’t give up. Listen to Jesus and keep on casting out the nets. You may not see the results while here on earth but when you get to heaven you may be pleasantly surprised at how many people you have caught with the Lord. Amen.  
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