2 Corinthians 3:18‑4:2    (TRANSFIGURATION ‑ B)        674

          There's change in today's readings ‑ Jesus from an earthly appearance to a heavenly one, and in the epistle which is our text, you and I from ugliness or, plainness, to beauty.
 All of us then reflect the glory of the Lord and that same glory coming from the Lord transforms (or, changes) us into his likeness. We put aside the secret and shameful deeds and do not act with deceit. In the full light of truth we live in God's sight.

         There's some truth in the suggestion that you and I come to look like the people we admire. I know a widower with a hang‑down look who married a jolly, sprightly widow and gradually became like her as he developed a little twinkle. If we admire the Christ and are constantly looking at him, we become like him.

         You become like him first of all in the type of person you are. We know a Christ who touched the sick, welcomed the outcast, and who in love took the path to the cross. You become that type of caring person if you are an admirer of him. If that sounds far‑fetched, just listen carefully to our text. All of us reflect the glory of God. That's a very generous comment. If you read between the lines, the people at Corinth to whom this word was first addressed, were shockers. It was a church in which there was sexual looseness, plenty of argument and also disorder. Yet there is this kind word ALL reflect the glory of God, which is not only a gracious word, but a true one. Here is a neighbourhood with a run‑down house in it. At first the residents of the street are ashamed of it. Eventually they not only get used to it, but get careless themselves in the appearance of their homes. But there comes along a new owner. He begins to repair things, make improvements, clean and paint. 'Good! A new owner,’ the neighbourhood says. ‘And he's a good man, too.' But they say that long before the job's done. They say that already on the first day when he's just begun carting the rubbish away. All of us like the new owner, have made a beginning. The progress may be painfully slow, but we know the goal. It is, to quote St Paul, “to reach full maturity, to reach the height (or, stature) of Christ himself.”
          It's a gracious comment indeed, then, to say that all of us, despite what we are, DO reflect the glory of God. It is also a call ‑ to the selfish to look outward and care, to the sad to smile, the troublemakers to be peaceable, the impatient to be prepared to wait, to those who fly off the handle easily to have self‑control, to the unreliable to become faithful and the rough to become gentle, for the fruit of God's work is just those things love, joy, peace, patience, self‑control, gentleness and so on. That's the first way, then, in which all of us reflect the glory of the Lord and in which all of us are transformed day by day into his likeness, or, image.

           The second reflection and change is in your body, but we'll narrow it down to your face. Our faces are gradually changed to be like his!! The Christian or, Christ‑person, who is new and whose character and spirit is being transformed gradually; the Christian who, according to our text, puts aside secret things and lives in the truth; the Christian, who, it goes on. lives out life in God's sight, has a lovely face. That's not the same as saying he or she has a beautiful or handsome face. Quite frankly, probably very few of us are blessed with that. We have big noses, funny ears at times, receding hairlines, wrinkles and so on. But despite the individual features, the one with a lovely spirit has a lovely face.

          Some years back the Sunday evening program ' sixty minutes' featured a little teenage girl who had very very brittle bones always likely to break. If you analysed the features of her face you'd have to say that she was very plain looking or worse. However, with her cheeky grin, sense of fun, energy and sheer enjoyment of life, her face was lovely. It lit up so easily that it was a pleasure to look at. All of us, in whom God has worked, all of us who have a lovely spirit, are also lovely to look at. I guess perhaps the closest we get to it in scripture is the account of the first Christian martyr, Stephen. He was killed by stoning ‑ circumstances in which you'd expect a grimace or, a look of agony and pain. But his dying is beautifully described in words that you could only use of somebody who knew his God and knew that he would be safe in his arms. It says he fell asleep. But before that, HIS FACE SHONE LIKE THAT OF AN ANGEL. Because of who he was, he reflected the glory of the Lord. The Christ must have had a lovely face. Children were attracted to him and so were the toughest of adults.

          Bit by bit God changes us when he constantly points us to Christ. As admire him and look at him day by day, we are becoming like him. What a privilege indeed ‑ to reflect the glory of God. And what a challenge ‑ to do so more and more.
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