Sermon Lent 1C — Luke 4:1-13 — 6/3/22
Videolink: https://youtu.be/YZjRjyPTUcA
There was a little boy who desperately wanted a new bicycle. His plan was to save as many gold and silver coins as he could until he finally had enough to buy a new 10-speed. Each night he asked God to help him save his money. Kneeling beside his bed, he prayed, "Dear Lord, please help me save my money for a new bike, and please, Lord, don't let the ice cream man come down the street again tomorrow."
 It seems that no one can avoid temptation. Even Jesus was tempted. For 40 days the devil tempted Jesus in the wilderness. Three of those temptations are recorded.
Jesus was tempted to put himself first and God second. That’s what Satan does. Satan’s aim is to make you so preoccupied with satisfying your own wants and desires that you forget about God. It seemed rather innocent. Satan tempted Jesus to use his power to satisfy his stomach by turning stones into bread. 
On the surface temptation often looks very innocent. Sometimes it even looks like the right thing to do.  After all, didn’t Jesus deserve food after 40 days?  He had the power to satisfy his hunger so why not. On the surface it looked desirable and a good thing to do. But human beings are more than our basic instincts, aren’t we? Yes, food is a basic need but there is far more to life than food. There was another son of God, the one God created out of the soil and breathed life into, Adam. When Adam was tempted it was only fruit and it looked good to eat. He only took one bite and the whole world changed. Jesus the Son of God had come to fix the mess Adam had made and redeem the world. Satan’s temptation was for Jesus to turn the stones into bread, satisfy his stomach and forget about God and redeeming the world. 

Jesus was tempted to seek power. Adam and Eve also sort power, wanting to be like God. There are many people in the world who like to exercise power and authority over others and almost always at the expense of other’s freedom. As we have seen in recent weeks when the desire and hunger for power consumes you, you will do anything to hold onto it, even wage war against innocent people to get what you want. All around us we see the misuse of power and the suffering of others at the expense of the powerful. The devil offers to Jesus world domination but Jesus has not come to dominate. Jesus already has authority because he is the Son of God, but instead of using his authority to dominate he uses it to serve. As Paul says Phil 2:6-8 even though Jesus was ‘in very nature God’, he ‘made himself nothing by taking the very nature of a servant.’ Instead of seeking glory he gives all the glory to God. Serving God and neighbour is how power should be used.
Jesus is also tempted to put God to the test. When the Israelites escaped from Egypt they went into the desert and came to a place where there was no water. Instead of trusting that God would take care of them, they began to worry about dying of thirst and complained to Moses. Even though God had miraculously saved them from slavery and genocide in Egypt, they still did not trust that God would take care of them. How often when we hit a rough patch in our lives and when bad things happen to us, do we also begin to doubt God’s love and desire to care for us? Satan tempts Jesus to test God’s love for him, telling him to jump off the temple to see if God will send his angles to save him. In this case Satan uses scripture selectively to entice Jesus to jump. Once again Jesus uses scripture to resist the temptation.
Fortunately for us, Jesus did not give in to temptation. Jesus remembers the Scriptures when he faces the devil, and he relies on them to resist temptation. Jesus calls on God's Word to mess up Satan’s scheme. Satan likes to use language to inflame as he says to Jesus, “If you are the Son of God..” as though he is not already fully aware of who Jesus is. Thankfully Jesus has complete trust in God the Father and not in satan's empty promises. Jesus trusts that God will provide all he needs in the present and take care of him in the future. Jesus knows God’s Word back to front. He is not fooled by the Satan’s tricks. Even when Satan tries to twist God’s Word to tempt Jesus, he is not fooled. Through God’s Word and by the power of the Holy Spirit Jesus overcomes all temptation. 
When Jesus overcame temptation it wasn’t merely for himself. It was for all of humanity and the whole of creation. He didn’t throw himself off the temple (v. 9), instead he was lifted up on the cross. He didn’t bow to Satan to inherit all the kingdoms of the world, but he did obey the Father to the point of death, and by doing so has inherited all the kingdoms of the world. Jesus didn’t turn stones into bread, but he did give us his own body, so that all may be filled with the bread of life. We may all mess up. We may give in to temptation, but thankfully Jesus overcame all temptation for us.
Therefore, in Baptism you now receive the benefits of Jesus’ victory. Following his baptism, Jesus was full of the Spirit. You also receive the Holy Spirit at your Baptism. You have died to sin and risen in the waters of baptism. Through your Baptism you have been given Jesus’ victory over the temptations of life. Nothing can separate you from the love of God. Through the Holy Spirit and God’s Word you have the power to fight against temptation. 
In those times when you are in the wilderness, trying to find your way through, and when temptation comes and offers you the wrong answer, the wrong choice -- the wrong use of power, the wrong response to desire, a mistrust of God’s love and compassion -- then remember that God has called your name: "You are my beloved son, my beloved daughter, in whom I am well pleased." Remember that because God has called your name you are never alone when faced with temptation, Jesus the one who overcame all temptation is will you always.
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