Sermon Easter 2B — John 20:19-32 — 24 April 2022
Videolink: https://youtu.be/aR24cQKqJKg
Have you ever had a disagreement with a good friend or someone close to you, and you parted company still upset with each other? It happens sometimes, doesn’t it? Afterwards, you may still be angry, but then you start to think about what happened. You replay it in your head and maybe you wonder if you could have handled it better. 
Eventually, though you might begin to wonder what will happen the next time you see that person. Are they still going to be angry with you? Will you still be upset with them? Are you going to continue the argument, resolve it, or perhaps pretend it never happened? Will your relationship ever be the same again or has too much damage been done? 
Things had not ended well between the disciples and Jesus, on Good Friday. If anyone had reason to be angry and upset, with the disciples, it was Jesus. They had abandoned him, denied him, and run away. We know Peter was so upset with himself that he wept bitterly, surely the rest of the disciples also felt bad about the way they had acted. Then on Sunday, they heard from some of the women, that the tomb was empty, and that Jesus had been resurrected. Some of the men also found the tomb empty. 

It should have been good news that Jesus was alive, but what would happen if they saw him again? Especially after the way they had treated him on Good Friday? Would he be upset with them? Would he say he didn’t want anything more to do with them? Would he write them off as friends and as disciples? All those things could happen. On Sunday, the disciples were hiding in a locked room. They were afraid that the authorities may arrest them too and have them crucified. If that wasn’t enough to worry about, now they may also have been afraid and anxious about seeing Jesus again.
Suddenly the man they had abandoned, denied, and left to die alone, appeared amid them! The moment of truth had arrived. What would Jesus say? What would Jesus do?
Jesus doesn’t point out what they have done wrong or lay any blame. Jesus doesn’t make any judgement at all. Before the disciples can say a thing. Before they can even think of the word sorry, Jesus speaks. What does he say? “Peace be with you.” The disciples know what they have done, they feel their guilt and shame. Jesus doesn’t need to go over it with them. He has paid the price for all sin and now he wants to reset the relationship, he wants peace. That is exactly what he offers. He hands out peace to his disciples knowing they can reject it yet hoping they will grab a hold of it. That is exactly what they do, and they are overjoyed.
Maybe that has happened to you. You see that person for the first time since that big disagreement. You look tentatively at each other. Then they smile at you, maybe they even give you a hug. Suddenly all the anxiety, apprehension, and fear wash away. You know everything is going to be OK between you and you feel an overwhelming sense of peace. 
Peace be with you….
You may still need to talk over what happened, but you know you will be starting from a place of peace and restoration. You will be talking to each other knowing that you are both seeking to repair the relationship and hopefully make it better and stronger. 
Peace be with you…
The risen Jesus came with a clear agenda and that was to restore peace between himself and his disciples. Then Jesus says, “As the Father has sent me, I am sending you.” The peace Jesus brings to the disciples is not something he desires only for them. The peace Jesus brings is meant to be shared with all people. When Jesus died on the cross, he died for all people. Jesus wants to bring the good news of his peace to the whole world, and he wants his disciples to be a key part of his plan. When Jesus the peacemaker brings you peace, he calls you to join him as a fellow peacemaker. As disciples of Jesus, we are called to be peacemakers and ambassadors of reconciliation to the world.

Jesus said the people will know we are his disciples by the way we love one another, but it goes further than that. People will know we are his disciples, by the way, we love them. Love seeks peace and peace means being able to forgive and receive forgiveness. Peace means being prepared to admit that most of the time things are not black and white. In most disagreements, there are mistakes made on both sides, hurtful things said on both sides, and guilt on both sides. 
Peace means being prepared to accept and admit what you did wrong. Peace also means that you are not going to accept more of the same and you are not going to give more of the same attitudes, mindsets, words, and actions that broke the relationship in the first place. Peace means letting love, compassion, patience, and kindness be the defining characteristics of your relationship.

Jesus knows that peace does not come naturally to us human beings, that is why he gives his disciples something to empower them in their mission of peacemaking. Jesus breathes on his disciples and says, “Receive the Holy Spirit.” This is the same Spirit that hovered over the deep at the beginning of everything. It is the same Spirit through whom God brought the universe and all of creation into being. It is the same Spirit that God breathed into Adam to give the first human being life. It is the same Spirit who raised Jesus from the dead. Jesus breathes the Holy Spirit into his disciples and empowers them to become peacemakers.
Having received forgiveness and experienced the joy of being at peace with God through Jesus Christ, the disciples filled with the power of the Holy Spirit were able to fulfil their call to be peacemakers. We too have received the Holy Spirit. We received the Spirit when we were baptized. The Spirit was present in the water and the word. We receive the Spirit every time we worship and receive absolution. We receive the Spirit when we read and hear God’s word. We receive, the Spirit when we receive the body and blood of Christ and with them the forgiveness of sins and peace with God.
Forgiven and given peace by Christ. Empowered by the Holy Spirit. We can become bearers of peace. We can be the ones who bring peace into our personal relationships. We can be the ones who share peace with our brothers and sisters in Christ. We can be the ones who bring peace to our neighbours. We can receive the words of the risen Christ and make them a defining part of who we are and how we live.
Peace be with you!
Amen.
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