Sermon Easter 7C — John 17:20-27 — 29/5/22
Videolink: https://youtu.be/7lxeyEeTTfA
Many people in the most difficult times of their life find comfort and even strength when they know that other people are praying for them. It shows that there are other people who care about them, and it also gives them the comfort of knowing that there is someone else in their corner appealing to God for them. In times of trouble and great need, it is a great comfort to know that someone else is praying for you.  

Today we are reminded that there is someone very important who never stops praying for you. That someone is Jesus Christ. The Lord of the universe is praying for you and his prayers for you started way before you were born. On the night before Jesus’ death on the cross he prayed for his disciples, but not only for the disciples who were in the room with him. As he is praying Jesus says, ‘My prayer is not for them alone. I pray also for those who will believe in me through their message’ (17:20, NIV). That is us who Jesus is praying for. All who believe in him through the message passed on by the first disciples. 

Can you imagine that? Having the Son of God praying on your behalf to his Father? Jesus did not only pray for us before his death, the risen and ascended Jesus is also praying for us now continually. Paul takes great comfort in this when he tells us that Christ Jesus, ‘is at the right hand of God and is also interceding for us.’ (Romans 8:34 NIV). Jesus is praying now to God the Father on your behalf making sure that nothing can separate you from God’s love. In the letter to the Hebrews, we are told that ‘because Jesus lives forever, he has a permanent priesthood and is able to save completely those who come to God through him, because he always lives to intercede for them’ (Hebrews 7:23-25). Jesus is praying for you without ceasing.
Jesus is concerned with all our needs but on the night before he died there were specific things on his heart. 
When two people first fall in love, often for a while at least they feel completely united. They cannot do any wrong in each other’s eyes and they feel at one with each other. It usually doesn’t take too long for the shine to wear off their relationship as they begin to discover they are both fallible human beings. If their relationship is going to last the distance, they must learn how to love their neighbour as they love themselves. In this case the neighbour being the person they have fallen in love with. They need to learn a kind of love that is about far more than feelings. A love that is patient and kind, cares more for others than for self, isn’t boastful or arrogant. A love that doesn’t insist on its own way and isn’t irritable or resentful. 

This kind of love is not restricted to relationships between couples, it is a love that brings healing, peace, and unity to relationships in general. In families, between friends, acquaintances and even between enemies. It is the kind of love that brings unity between people, and it has only one source. The source of this love is the Holy Trinity, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. It is the love that the three persons of the trinity share with each other. Jesus knows this and that is why he prays that we will be united with him and the Father, in order that we can share in the love they have for each other.
The problem is that we come into this world separated from God and unable to love God or people with the selfless love Jesus desires for us all. What stops us from experiencing the fullness of God’s love is sin. All those inclinations, thoughts, feelings, words, and actions that tear us apart and keep us apart from other human beings and from God. This brokenness started in the Garden of Eden when Adam and Eve stopped trusting God and instead placed their trust in Satan and in their own feelings. Once the relationship between God and humanity was broken, every other relationship was also shattered and along with it the whole of creation began to groan in pain, waiting for Christ to restore unity and peace. We now live in this broken world and experience all the consequences of this brokenness. 
Jesus prays that this broken relationship between God and human beings will be restored. Jesus prays that as people hear the good news message of Jesus Christ passed down by the apostles, they would receive faith in Jesus and they would once again be united with God. Jesus would be in them, making his home in them and through Jesus, God the Father would also be in them. Since the Holy Spirit proceeds from the Father and the Son, where they are present the Spirit is also present. It’s quite amazing when you think about it. Through faith in Christ, we are brought into the unity that has existed between the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit from before Creation. As we are brought into this unity, we experience the love that God the Father and Son have for each other and to all f creation. 
This is more than wishful thinking. Jesus is praying this, hours before he dies on the cross. It is his desire for all people to have a loving relationship with God, that is driving him to the cross. It is only by taking upon himself all that keeps us apart from God and each other, that there is any hope for us to experience the love that the Father and Son share. Jesus knows that the only way to undo the damage of sin, is to take it upon himself and deal with it. By doing this can he restore the relationship between God and human beings. By his death Jesus can open up the way for human beings to participate in the unity and love of Jesus and God the Father.
Through his death on the cross the resurrected and ascended Jesus can now live in us and as he lives in us, pour the love that God has for us into our hearts. As we reflect this love for God and for our brothers and sister in Christ, we bring glory to God. The result of our unity and love is that people are drawn to Jesus the source of that love. Through our unity Jesus desires that the world will be drawn to the gospel message and come to believe in him as Lord and Saviour. Whenever and wherever, Christians are united in their confession of faith and in their expression of God’s forgiving love; there, people will be drawn to God’s people and will receive the message of the gospel and come to faith. This is the desire of Jesus’ heart, this is his fervent prayer.
Amen
