SERMON PENTCOST 2022: ACTS 2:1-21
Video Link: https://youtu.be/lC7rlgABVYw
Several years ago, Caryn and I went to Europe for six weeks. One day after several weeks away we were at a tourist attraction when I heard some people speaking English. They weren’t the only English speakers we came across but there was something different and inviting about these people. It was their accent. It was Australian! I had to speak to them and when I did, I discovered that they came from Sydney. There is something about hearing your own language and your own accent when you are far away from your home country. In a strange land it can for a moment make you feel at home.
This is what happened on Pentecost Day. There were thousands of pilgrims in Jerusalem celebrating one of the main Jewish festivals. These people came from all over the Roman empire. Suddenly they came across a group of men speaking in different languages and among them was someone speaking their own language, dialect, and accent. They were automatically drawn to the person who sounded just like them. 

The amazing thing is that the people who were talking were not from any of the visitor’s homelands, instead. they were all Galileans. Somehow these people were able to talk and sound like people from Mede, Elam, Egypt, Rome, and a dozen other places. How was this possible? It was made possible by the power of the Holy Spirit.

The Holy Spirit is the Spirit of God the Creator and the Spirit of the Saviour. In the beginning when God created the universe, we are told that “the Spirit of God was hovering over the waters.” (Gen 1:2 NIV) A more literal translation is to say, “the wind from God swept over the face of the waters,” (NRSV). The Spirit is a vital part of God’s work in Creation. On Pentecost day the presence of the Spirit could be heard in “a sound like the blowing of a violent wind.” (Acts 2:2) The Spirit present in Creation filled the place where the disciples were staying. The Spirit came to bring the creative power of God to the disciples. 
In the OT God appeared to Moses in a burning bush (Ex 3:1-21). From the flames, God spoke and sent Moses to his people to lead them out of slavery. On Pentecost day the Holy Spirit rested on the disciples as tongues of fire and gave them the power to bring the message of salvation to all people. On Pentecost Day the Spirit came with fire and wind to lead people out of slavery to sin.
Pentecost is a reverse of the Tower of Babel (Gen 11:1-9). At Babel, the people’s pride and arrogance led them to try and take God’s place.  The more they achieved the more they were convinced they didn’t need God. The result was that God confused their language and all of them were scattered. 
Sin is like that; it separates us from God and from each other. The language barrier created at Babel is a sign of a far bigger barrier. In our world, the sin barrier is a greater problem than the language barrier. We can always find ways of communicating with people who speak another language, but when sin causes relationships to break down, far greater barriers are created. People stop listening and understanding and eventually they may even stop talking. 
Sin rips apart, but the Holy Spirit calls us back together, and it began in earnest on Pentecost Day. The same Spirit that separated humanity through language at the Tower of Babel, was now beginning the work of unifying humanity through language. As the disciples began to speak in different languages, they preached the good news of Jesus Christ that would stop sin tearing people apart from each other and bring people back together at peace with God and each other.
The Spirit did not only give the disciples gifts of language, the Spirit also opened the ears of those who were listening. The Spirit works in people’s lives to open their ears to the message of the gospel. The Spirit wants to bring people to their true home. He draws people to Jesus who says, “Abide in me.” In other words, “Make your home in me.” That is where our true home is, in the arms of Jesus. As human beings our true home is with God and the only way to God the Father is in and through Jesus. The Spirit opens ears and hearts to this good news.  

The real surprise about Pentecost is Peter? The one who denied Jesus 3 times in his hour of need! On Pentecost day this same Peter who had been so cowardly and afraid, is standing up before a massive crowd and openly proclaiming Jesus Christ as Lord and Saviour. Peter is openly putting himself in the firing line, risking arrest, gaol and maybe even death. The once cowardly frightened Peter is now boldly proclaiming Jesus. The Spirit gives Peter the language, the words, and the message to speak, and the Spirit gives Peter the faith and the courage to speak.  
Do you need the courage to speak? Do you need the right words to say? Do you need the love that will motivate you? Do you need self-discipline to speak at the appropriate time? Then ask the Father for the Holy Spirit to do his creative work in your life. The Father wants to pour the Spirit on you and in you. He wants to fill you to overflowing with the living water that is the Spirit, so that the works and words of life can flow out of you into the lives of those with whom you live, work and play. This is all possible because through Holy Baptism you have the Holy Spirit, and you can ask God for the Spirit’s help. 

The Spirit uses words to create faith in people. The thousands listening to the disciples on Pentecost Day first began only to listen to something strange and unusual. Galileans speaking in each person's own dialect. When Peter had finished preaching the message of forgiveness of sins and life and salvation through Jesus Christ, over 3000 repented and were baptised. Words are powerful things. God’s word is so powerful that through it he created the universe, and the Spirit is the power behind God’s word. As people hear the word of God, the Spirit does the creative work of producing faith in their hearts. It is by the power of the Holy Spirit that people can confess Jesus as Lord and are saved (Rom 10:9). Their sins are forgiven, the debt that is owed is removed and the barrier between them and God the Father is removed, and they are finally at home in the Lord. 
Amen.
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