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Sermon Videolink: https://youtu.be/9eVU0MXGSXg
Have you ever seen a 3D ultrasound of a baby in the womb? It is amazing that it is possible for couples to see their child, even their child’s face, while it is still in the womb. What a joyful moment for parents as they set their eyes on those first images.
God doesn’t need an ultrasound. God can see your child from the very moment of conception. God watches each of us as we grow in our mother's womb. God watches us and cares for us every moment of our lives, from conception to birth and until the moment we die and even beyond death. The amazing thing is that God doesn’t only see our bodies, God also knows our thoughts and our words before we speak them. God knows us better than any other person on this earth knows us. God knows us better than we know ourselves. God knows the best things about us, and God knows the worst things about us. Despite knowing the worst things about us God is still for us, on our side, looking out for us. 
Today Henrietta and Georgia were adopted by God through Holy Baptism, but what has happened here today started a very long time ago. The apostle Paul tells us that before the creation of the world God chose us. Before Georgia and Henrietta were conceived, God was already thinking about them. They were already a part of his loving plan to become his beloved children and to receive the forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation. Today their baptism is a confirmation of God’s plan for them and the continuation of God’s plan to shape their lives and transform them into the people God planned for them to be. 
Today God has begun to work in a new way in the lives of Henrietta and Georgia. Through the sacrament of Holy Baptism God has adopted them and become their heavenly Father. God has given them a new identity. They are now adopted children of God, members of God’s family. God has connected them to Jesus and with Jesus comes forgiveness, eternal life, and a promised future in heaven. Today they have received God’s Spirit and through the Holy Spirit, the seed of faith in God has been planted in their hearts. 
Baptism is not a once-off event but rather a lifelong experience. The beginning of a journey of faith, where God desires that his children would get to know him and trust him as their loving heavenly Father. Every day these two children and all those who have been baptised can look back at the time when through water and the name of God, they were chosen, adopted, forgiven, and given a new identity. Every day God wants build on the Father-child relationship established in baptism so that they learn what it means to be a child of God and they grow into the people God has planned for them to be.
Have you ever seen a potter at work on a lump of clay? It is fascinating how that lump slowly takes shape. Before your very eyes, a lump of clay becomes a bowl or a jar or a vase. From a useless lump of clay, the potter makes a vessel that has a purpose. A skilled potter doesn’t merely make a useful vessel. A skilled potter makes a work of art, a vessel that is both useful and beautiful at the same time. Skilled potters put their heart into their work. 

For much of our lives, we are moulded like clay, by the experiences we have, the people who are close to us and the stories we listen to and take on board. On this Father’s Day, we are reminded that our parents play a very big part in our formation. In a sense, they are the potters, and we are the clay. If our parents do their job of formation well, then we will become people who know they are loved, who know and feel like they have worth and that they belong. As we grow other people become involved in our formation, carers, teachers, friends, the culture we are raised in, and the stories we choose to believe and live our lives by. 
The problem is that we do not live in a perfect world. Some of the things that form us are good and some are bad. This means we too are not perfect. God knows this and being a loving, compassionate, and wise parent, God only wants what is best for us. Like our human parents mould us, our heavenly Father also wants to mould us. God wants us to become like Jesus, full of love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-control. God does this through the power of his word and sacraments. When we hear and listen to God’s word – when we reflect on our baptism and when we receive the body and blood of Jesus, God transforms us.
God is like a skilled potter, and you are his clay. Like water softens clay and makes it easier to mould so through baptism God softens your heart and soul as he adopts you and says to you, “You are my child, you are my beloved.” “I forgive you.” Words that soften your heart. Words through which you experience love and forgiveness and belonging and identity. Words that begin to mould you into a person filled with love, compassion, and kindness. As you receive the body and blood of Jesus, God transforms you through forgiveness, and by confirming that you are worth more than you can imagine. You are worth the precious blood of Christ
Like a skilled potter, God also wants to remove our imperfections.  We may be created by God, but God’s creation has been damaged by sin. Sin causes us to love ourselves, not in a good way but in a selfish want it all our own way kind of way. The kind of selfish love that ruins our relationship with God and our relationships with people and creation. In the end, it messes up our lives. 
Having adopted us as children dearly loved children, our heavenly Father doesn’t only use words of love and compassion to mould us. Like the potter’s hand puts pressure on the clay to change its shape, so God’s law puts pressure on you to change your character and behaviour — do not steal, do not kill, do not covet. We may not like these words of law, but God uses them to mould and shape selfish love, remove our sin and replace it with selfless love, compassion, and kindness. 

Today we celebrate Father’s Day and we give thanks for God the perfect Father, who is full of love and compassion for all people. We give thanks for our heavenly Father who is always with us, who never stops thinking about us or caring for us. Who is pleased to adopt us in Holy Baptism and make us a part of his eternal family. The Father who transforms us like a potter moulds clay in people who experience life in all its fullness as we learn to be more and more like Jesus loving God and loving our neighbours.
Amen. 
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