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Did you notice how today’s Gospel reading began? ‘The next day John saw Jesus coming towards him…’ vs 29. It sounds like we have started reading halfway through a conversation. If this is the ‘next day,’ what happened before, leading up to this ‘next day’? Have we missed out on some important information that might help us to understand what is happening? Would some more context help us understand the conversation better?

Today’s reading starts in chapter 1 verse 39. To find out what happened the day before we need to go back to verse 19. Let’s listen to John’s account starting at verse 19. To save confusion, the name John in the text refers to John the Baptist, not John the writer of the account. 
19 ‘This is the testimony given by John when the Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem to ask him, ‘Who are you?’ 20 He confessed and did not deny it, but confessed, ‘I am not the Messiah.’[g] 21 And they asked him, ‘What then? Are you Elijah?’ He said, ‘I am not.’ ‘Are you the prophet?’ He answered, ‘No.’ 22 Then they said to him, ‘Who are you? Let us have an answer for those who sent us. What do you say about yourself?’ 23 He said,
‘I am the voice of one crying out in the wilderness,
“Make straight the way of the Lord”’,
as the prophet Isaiah said.
24 Now they had been sent from the Pharisees. 25 They asked him, ‘Why then are you baptizing if you are neither the Messiah,[h] nor Elijah, nor the prophet?’ 26 John answered them, ‘I baptize with water. Among you stands one whom you do not know, 27 the one who is coming after me; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandal.’ 28 This took place in Bethany across the Jordan where John was baptizing. (John 1:19-28 NRSV). 
‘The next day John saw Jesus coming towards him…”
Now we have some context. Now we know that the previous day John was in Bethany across the Jordan baptising people. We also know from the gospel according to Luke that John was ‘preaching a baptism of repentance for the forgiveness of sins’ (Luke 3:3, NIV). John was calling people to refocus their lives on God to prepare them for the coming of the Lord. He was fulfilling a prophecy made by Isaiah hundreds of years before. The people he is talking to all know John is making big claims. He isn’t the Messiah, but his job is to prepare the way for the Messiah. 
We are given some other helpful information earlier in the Gospel according to John. We are told that John was sent by God to be a witness to testify to the light of the world, the light of all humanity, who is the Word made flesh, God the father’s only Son. John’s job was to point out who this person was. The crowds of people being baptised wait in anticipation, the priests and Levites are waiting to see if John will reveal who it is and those close to John who have stayed after being baptised and become his disciples are also waiting for the big reveal.
The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him and said, “Look, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world!” (vs 29).
This is it. The whole reason for John’s existence comes down to this moment. He has prepared the way for the Lord and now the Lord has come. When John saw Jesus coming toward him, he already knew who he was. The reason is that God had told John, ‘The man on whom you see the Spirit come down and remain is the one who will baptize with the Holy Spirit.’ (vs 33) That is how God was going to reveal the Word made flesh to John.
When John had baptised Jesus, he ‘saw the Spirit come down from heaven as a dove and remain on him’ (vs 32). Until that moment John knew Jesus was one of his cousins, but he had no idea that he was God’s Son. Once the Spirit came upon Jesus, John knew immediately who Jesus was. We all know timing can be important. How and when you tell someone important news can make all the difference. From that moment on John was waiting for the right time to tell the world. When he does so he speaks as though he is giving evidence in a court of law, “I myself have seen and I have testified that this is the Son of God” (vs 34, NRSV).
In our broken world, people desperately need a Lamb of God that can take away sin and provide hope for the future. John the Baptist knows this, and he will not keep quiet. The next day John was there again with two of his disciples. ‘When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, the Lamb of God!”’ (vs 35, NIV). We don’t know how many people heard John point out Jesus. In the gospel according to Mark, we are told that ‘people from the whole Judean countryside and all the people of Jerusalem were going out to [John], and were baptized’ (1:5, NRSV). 

Many people may have heard John but only two responded when he pointed out Jesus. At that point in time only two of John’s disciples' hearts and minds were sufficiently prepared to follow Jesus. They followed Jesus and he invited them to the place he was staying. Then one of those disciples Andrew, told his brother, Simon whom Jesus renamed Peter. Simon also follows Jesus. It doesn’t stop there either, because the whole world needs what only the Lamb of God can give us. More people are prepared, called, respond, and follow. Day after day, year after year, century after century, millennium after millennium right down to us.
We also have been called to respond and follow. We also like John have good news to share with others. We also know that Jesus is the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. We too have been called by God through the Holy Spirit, to prepare people to change the course of their lives and follow Jesus. To build loving, compassionate, gracious relationships with the people in our lives and when the opportunity presents itself to present them with an invitation and say to them, “Come and see the person who is the light of my life… Come and see the person who has given me purpose and identity by placing the Holy Spirit in me and making me a loved child of God… Come and see my teacher, my brother, my friend, and my Saviour… Come and see the Lamb of God who takes away my sin and the sin of the world…”
Amen
Pastor Rolf Lungwitz


