Matthew 4:12-23 - 19/1/23
Video link: https://youtu.be/z-d0kQclg3g
Most of us have probably heard stories of people who have come to faith in Christ and had their lives dramatically transformed. Often, those people will talk about how they were living in darkness before knowing Jesus but once the light of Christ entered their lives, they found peace and joy.
There was such a story in the LCA International Mission’s Border Crossings publication last November. It was about a boy who lived in a village where life was so difficult that his father had to work in another country to support the family. The father became a Christian while away and when he returned home, he began sharing his faith in Christ with his family. The son became very angry with his father as did the whole village. 
In the article the boy, now an adult, says, 
‘One year later, God opened my eyes to see my father clearly. I asked myself, “Why has my father changed? Before he was an expert drinker, a very bad guy and didn’t care about his family. Now he is very patient, gentle, and loving his family”. This made me open my heart to learn about Jesus. 
‘After that, my mum and I were baptised. Now, we are a Christian family and many people from my hometown have turned their life to Jesus. It was the Holy Spirit who acted in my heart. This led me to commit my life to be a servant of Jesus Christ.’ 
This person’s name is Ant and eventually, he became a Lutheran pastor in Thailand.
When we hear stories like this it reminds us that God is still active in the world. God’s word is still powerful and through the witness of ordinary people, the Holy Spirit still leads many people to repentance. As people come to faith in Christ God still brings about positive transformation in them and in many cases their families and their community. These people remind us that repentance is not only good for us but leads from darkness to light, life to the full, and joy.
As disciples of Jesus, we are called to repentance every day. Each day we are to remember that God has claimed us, forgiven us, and saved us in our baptism. Each day we are to drown the old sinful self and rise drawing on the love and grace of Christ who is living in us. 
For many people who have been Christians for a long time, repentance may not look or feel like a spectacular transformation.
Sometimes repentance is a return to a relationship with Jesus that we lost sight of for a while. Sometimes repentance is a tiny change in a particular part of our life. A tiny move away from something that is damaging our relationship with God, or our relationship with some other person. Sometimes repentance is a tiny move toward a more loving heart, a more gracious and forgiving heart. Sometimes the transformation is so imperceptible to us that takes someone else to notice it. 
While repentance leads us to the light of Christ and brings positive transformation to our lives, it can also lead us toward a life with new challenges and sometimes new difficulties that we would never have faced. This is what happened to Peter and Andrew and James and John. 
There is no indication that any of these people were living particularly sinful lives or that they were living in poverty or any other kind of difficulty, apart from the occasional empty catch of fish. They were business people going about their daily lives of fishing. Yes, commercial fishing can be hard work but no harder than most jobs in those times. We know from John’s account of the Gospel that Andrew was a disciple of John the Baptist and Simon, also known to us as Peter, was looking forward to the coming of the Messiah. Probably these were all faithful godly people living repentant lives.
When Jesus approached them, James and John were doing what good sons did, working with their father in the family business, and mending their nets. Andrew and Peter were making an honest living for themselves and their families.
On the day Jesus called them, repentance came with new challenges. That day repentance meant literally following Jesus and leaving behind life as they knew it. For them, repentance meant answering a call from Jesus that required them to leave the family business, their parents, their homes, and their way of life. Leaving many good things behind to follow Jesus. 
When Jesus called them, they had to decide not between a life of sin and a life of repentance and love. They had to decide between two good things. One was to continue in the vocation that up until that moment they expected to work in for the rest of their lives. They could decide to continue to be good business people, good children, and good members of their families and community.  On the other hand, they could decide to accept Jesus’ call and become fishers of people. 
How did they decide?
They trusted that the one calling them was the Messiah, the light of humanity. In the light of Christ’s presence, they managed to distinguish which was the better thing to do. Stay or follow? Fish for fish or fish for people? In the Light of Christ’s presence and by the guidance of the Holy Spirit they decided following Jesus was the better thing to do.  
Was it easy to leave? Most probably not. Was it easy to follow? We know that they were heading into a lifetime of difficulty and challenges. They experienced rejection, opposition, and imprisonment and some were executed. They also experienced the joy of bringing the good news to people, catching them in the net of God’s love and seeing people come to faith and experience the light of Christ in their lives. They saw people’s lives transformed and being healed in body, mind, and soul by Jesus.
When Ant repented and became a disciple of Jesus, he felt God calling him to become a fisher of people. When he went to the seminary, he prayed that God would call him to serve in a nice congregation. He ended up being called to a slum in Thailand. It is not where he expected to end up, but he loves serving in the slum because he loves the people. 
Not everyone whom Jesus calls to repentance is called to leave their home, family, and existing vocation, but we are all called to be fishers of people. At any moment Jesus may call us to follow him into the life of someone we know.  It should not surprise us that we also have this call because repentance leads to both love of God and love of neighbour. 
Filled with love for our neighbour we find ourselves wanting them to come and see Jesus, the light of humanity because we want them to experience the love of God. How do we do this? First by reflecting the light of Christ in the way we live our lives. Then when people ask us the reason for our love and hope, we point them to the one who has transformed us. 
Amen
Pastor Rolf Lungwitz
