
Matthew 5:1-12 – 29/1/23
Sermon video link: https://youtu.be/6lOotyFu2Rg

Jesus has begun to call and gather disciples who are travelling with him, he has been teaching in synagogues and healing people. Large crowds are following him. Jesus looks at the crowds, goes up a mountainside and sits down. His disciples gather around him, and most likely the crowd of people stay a little further away.

Jesus can look into people’s hearts. As he looks at the crowds, he can see the concerns of the people in the crowd. Aware of the people in the crowd, Jesus begins to teach his disciples. Teaching them, knowing that one day soon they will have to take up the task he is preparing them for. The task of being leaders in a community that will be light and salt to the world. 

That community is us, the body of Christ. All those who have been adopted into God’s family through baptism, living lives of faith in Christ, fed with God’s Word and sacrament, continually renewed, and transformed. We are the ones who together have been called to be a beacon of light, and today the words of Jesus spoken on that mountainside speak to us.

Today Jesus reminds us that there are people in this world who are in desperate need, and we the body of Christ have been called to be a blessing to them. To bring them healing, hope, comfort, support and freedom. You can bring these things to those people by introducing them to Jesus but that is not all you can do. You are the body of Christ; you are real people living in a real world and that means you can also bring healing, hope and freedom to those in need by being Christ to them.

Who are these people in need that Jesus is calling us to bring the good news to by God’s Word and by embodied care and support? In the sermon on that mountainside, Jesus tells us who they are. They are the poor in spirit, those who mourn, the meek, those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers and the persecuted.

It is quite a list, isn’t it? You don’t have to look too far to find someone on this list. They are all around us. Many people will make the list on several accounts. Take those who mourn for example. The death of a loved one does not only result in mourning, but it can also knock the spirit out of you. Or those who have suffered some injustice, may hunger and thirst for things to be made right, be persecuted for their efforts to do so, and have the spirit knocked out of them at the same time.

These people are all around us. They can be family members, friends, people we work with, play sports with, or do business with. They can be people in the wider church or in our congregation. There is no shortage of people who need the love and light of Christ in their lives. There is no shortage of people who need to both hear the good news of Jesus Christ and experience that good news through the physical love, care, and support of Jesus’ disciples.

I wonder how the disciples felt as they were listening to Jesus with the crowds of people pressing in around them trying to get close enough to hear Jesus. Did they feel overwhelmed at the thought of the task that lay ahead? 
If they weren’t already overwhelmed, Jesus then tells the disciples, ““Blessed are you when people insult you, persecute you and falsely say all kinds of evil against you because of me” (vs. 11 NIV).” 

Being light and salt and bringing the good news of Jesus Christ into the lives of those in need is not always easy. Sometimes people are going to reject you, no matter how sensitive you are in your efforts to help. At other times people are going to persecute you, especially if you stand up for justice on behalf of those who seek it or work for peace when there are those who don’t want it. 

The life of love and care for those in need that we are called to is not easy, but it is the natural result that flows out of our faith in Christ and the work of the Holy Spirit within us. As the Spirit creates faith in us, through word and sacrament, the Spirit also creates in us love for God and neighbour. This love for God and neighbour motivates us to bring blessings into the lives of those in need. 

The words spoken by Jesus on that mountainside, are not meant to burden us, but rather they are meant to guide us to whom Jesus wants us to direct our desire to show love to our neighbour. As we hear his sermon, Jesus reveals to us that there
is plenty of work to do for the body of Christ. Yet we should not be overwhelmed because it is not work that we need to do alone. The Holy Spirit has called and gathered us together in the church to work as a body united in faith and love by God’s Word and Sacrament. 

Together we can bring blessing to the poor in spirit, those who mourn, the meek, those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, the merciful, the pure in heart, the peacemakers and the persecuted. We can do this confident that God has our back, and our eternal future is secured. We can do this because we are energised by the love Christ has poured into us. We can do this knowing that we do not have to do it alone. We are part of the body of Christ and the head of that body Jesus, is always with us.
Amen.
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