Sermon – Epiphany 5A – Matthew 5:13-20 – 5/2/22
Sermon Videolink: https://youtu.be/aP2boehvkfw
These days most of us don’t ever experience real darkness. When the sun goes down, we switch the lights on and even when we go to bed most of us rarely experience total darkness. There may be a little light from the electric alarm clock or sneaking in from a streetlight. The only time we experience total darkness is if the electricity goes off without warning on a moonless night. Only then can we get a taste of what life would be like without any light at all as we grope around in the darkness looking for the candles or the torch.
Light is quite amazing when you think about it. It only takes the tiniest amount of light to penetrate the darkness and the distance light can travel is also quite amazing. Look at the stars whose light has been travelling for thousands of years to reach us. The other thing you may have noticed about light is that it cannot be swallowed by darkness. If you have a light on in a room and you open the door it instantly escapes through the open door, but the light in the first room is not diminished. You can open as many doors as you like sharing the light with more and more rooms but the fully lit room is still fully lit. 
Jesus says you are the light of the world. When he says this he is talking to his disciples, to people who have faith in him, people who believe and follow him. Do you have faith in Jesus, are you a disciple of Jesus? Then you are the light of the world!  You are the light of the world because the Spirit of Jesus is living in you. You are the light of the world because Christ is living in you. The light of Christ is shining in and through you. If you are the light of the world then in the same way that a small candle can bring light into a dark room, you can bring light into people’s lives. You can take some of the darkness out of people’s live and replace it with the light of Christ’s love, grace and mercy.
How do we bring light into people’s lives?
‘If we look at our first reading for today we get a hint. Listen to this.
 ‘break the chains of injustice,
    get rid of exploitation in the workplace,
    free the oppressed,
    cancel debts.’
You can also bring light into people’s lives by,
‘sharing your food with the hungry,
    inviting the homeless poor into your homes,
    putting clothes on the shivering ill-clad,
    being available to your own families. 
Do this and the lights will turn on’ (Isaiah 58:6-9 The Message).

You are the light of the world because God has first filled you with the light of Christ. When you were baptised God placed his Spirit in you and the light of Christ in you. Every time you read God’s Word, receive God’s forgiveness, eat and drink the body and blood of Christ, God fills you with his mercy and loving forgiveness and it plain and simply begins to flow out of you. The light of Christ shines out of you when you treat other people with justice and mercy and when you take up the cause of those who have been victims of injustice. The light of Christ shines out of you when you look after those in need, when you forgive and when you bring peace into someone’s life. These things are true worship of God. 
Like a tiny light can banish the darkness, the smallest acts of mercy, the smallest acts of justice, the smallest acts of kindness, the smallest act of forgiveness can have an effect that is more far-reaching than you could ever imagine.  You can and do make a difference to the world around you when you let the light of Christ shine through you. 
As you shine the light of Christ and do good deeds of love, grace and mercy, people will notice. Like moths to a flame, when they are ready the Holy Spirit will draw them to Christ the source of light. Then as they draw near you can feed them with nourishing words with the salt of Christ added to them. You can tell them the reason for your hope, the reason for your love, grace, and mercy. You can tell them about the source of the light they have been drawn to. As they hear this and chew on this salty word the Spirit, in God’s time, will create in them a thirst for more good news. As they come to know Jesus, who is the reason for our hope and the source of our love, grace and mercy they too will come to faith and be filled with the light of Christ.
It can be easy to focus on our sin, our weaknesses, and our inability to be the people God has created us to be. We need to remember that we are more than sinners. Through Baptism and faith, we are also saints; filled with the Holy Spirit. As saints, we can shine with the light of Christ. Without that light, this world would be full of darkness and without hope. So let the light of Jesus shine in you and through you. Let his light shine so that you can make a positive difference to the people you touch in your life. Let your light shine and chase away the darkness in a world where far too often darkness abounds. Let the light of Christ shine through you, that others will come to faith and join you in glorifying God our Father in heaven.
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