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The first time that water is mentioned in the Bible is in Genesis 1:2. Here we are told that the earth was formless, empty, and dark, and the Spirit was hovering over the waters. After creating light on the first day, God began to do things with the water, creating the sky and placing some of the water there, gathering it into seas to expose dry land. 

All living things require water, from the tiniest bacteria, every plant, and all life to the largest animals. Without water, there would be no life as we know it. With the water ready to water the land God created plants. God also created fish and sea creatures, then animals and finally human beings. God created and gave water as a gift and a blessing to all living creatures including us human beings. 

In Psalm 65 we are reminded that God still uses water to water the land, drench the furrows and ridges, and fill the streams. Through water, together with soil, sunshine and air, God provides people with grain and other sources of food. Through water God makes the pastures grow for flocks to eat and provides people with meat. Water together with the whole of creation is a gift to all living things including humanity.

The apostle Paul says that observing creation makes it obvious that there is a God and reveals to us God’s power and nature. As you look up at the sky and see the sun, the moon the stars, and the vastness of the universe it is hard to imagine all that creation popping into existence by itself. Observing nature, and the physical universe leads to a conclusion that to many people is obvious, there is a God.  Nature gives us some indication of God’s eternal power and even some idea of God’s nature. 

When we look at water and the way it sustains life it shows us that life is important to God and that is why he has blessed the earth with an abundance of water. When the rains come and water our crops, sustain the grass that feeds the sheep and cattle. When the waters of the world's rivers, lakes and oceans provide us with fish, and seafood. Then we can see that God cares about and wants to bless us and take care of his creation, including taking care of humanity. 

When we look at water and see the death and the destruction it brings when there is too much. When you see the destruction the Murray floods have caused to property, homes, and people’s lives. When water is whipped up by a storm or destroys a whole coastline as the result of a tsunami. Then we may think that God is vengeful and unfeeling and does not care about creation or us human beings.

Water is a gift and a blessing, but water can also be a curse.

Water and creation as a whole reveal something about God to us, but we need to look at more than creation to fully know God’s nature. 

We need to listen to what God has revealed about himself in his word. As we read God’s Word, we begin to get a much clearer picture of what God is like. This is especially so when we get to know Jesus, because when we see Jesus, we see God in human flesh. When we know Jesus, we know God. 

God is partially revealed in nature, in water, in air, in the land, the sun and the wider universe. God is fully revealed in the Son, in Jesus Christ, God made flesh.

Through Jesus God shows us that there is more to water than the blessing of sustaining life on this earth and the gift and blessing of sustaining our lives. Through Jesus and the Holy Spirit, water is connected to God’s word in Holy Baptism to wash away our sins and make us clean. God uses water and Word to adopt us as beloved children. God uses water and Word to give us an eternal inheritance. God uses water and Word to show us that God is for us in every circumstance of our life, no matter how good, no matter how bad. 

Through Jesus, God also shows us that through water, earth, sun, and the air, we receive more than the blessing of life and food and sustenance. Through water and soil producing grain and sustaining vines, God gives us bread and wine. Food for our bodies that through Jesus Christ and God’s Word becomes for us the body and blood of Jesus Christ. Food for our souls. Food that brings us forgiveness, renews our faith and our relationship as children of our heavenly Father. 

This food reminds us that through Jesus Christ, God is always Immanuel, God with us. God is with us in the good times, God is with us in the bad times. God is with us now. God will walk with us through our final journey through death and God will be with us in eternity. This is because God is merciful, slow to anger, full of compassion, and abounding in love and faithful. 

Today we give thanks to God for the gifts given through creation, for the water that sustains life, and for all the resources God has provided in creation that sustain, feed, protect and help us to not only survive but even to flourish. Today we also thank our heavenly Father that he has revealed himself to us fully through the Word and especially through the Word made flesh. Today we thank and praise God that through Word and ordinary water, we have been adopted and promised an eternal inheritance.  Today we thank our Holy God who gives us holy food in bread and wine, to forgive us, sustain our faith and fill us with love for God, and our neighbour and all of God’s creation. Amen.
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