Sermon Matthew 21:1`-11 Palm-Passion Sunday, 2/4/22
Sermon Videolink: https://youtu.be/DRwUsNfzyrQ

The prophet Zechariah was active a short while after God’s exiled people returned from Babylon to Jerusalem. The people were anxiously hoping for the temple to be rebuilt and hoping that one day soon they would once again be an independent nation, living in peace under the leadership of their own king. 

In Zechariah chapter 9, the prophet tells of a time when the people’s enemies will be defeated and the Messiah will come riding into Jerusalem not on a war horse but in humility on a donkey, specifically on a colt, the foal of a donkey (see Zech 9:9),  bringing peace to the city. 

Just over 5 centuries later as the city of Jerusalem was filling with pilgrims coming for he annual Passover festival, a man came riding into the city on a donkey. People were welcoming him with Hosannah’s which when translated is something like, “Lord save us.” They were laying a royal carpet for this man by putting their cloaks and palm branches on the road ahead of him. They were calling him the Son of David. 

At last! Could it be that the centuries-long wait was over? Was this Zechariah’s promised Messiah, come to save the people from foreign rule and bring an everlasting peace to the city and the whole country?

After the ride into Jerusalem, this man went to the temple and drove out all those who were using the temple and its sacrificial system to rip off the people for their own selfish gain. Once again Zechariah’s prophecy would surely be in the minds of the people, because according to the prophet the Messiah King would also be a high priest over the people. 

Of course, the man we are talking about is Jesus. Jesus is indeed the promised Messiah, riding into Jerusalem. He is the king who will bring lasting peace to the city and to all the earth. The hosannah’s have been heard, and God will save his people, indeed all people on earth through this Messiah king. 

As Jesus rides into Jerusalem Zechariah’s ancient prophecies are finally coming to life and for those who know the prophecies and reflect on them, it becomes obvious who Jesus is.  No wonder there were crowds of people going ahead and following behind shouting in support of Jesus.

How quickly crowds can turn. Even though the crowds may have temporarily been carried away with hope and enthusiasm about the potential Messiah king, it wasn’t long before most of them rejected him. It wasn’t long before the leaders of the ruling council conspire against Jesus, seeking to have him executed.

Here again, there are connections to Zechariah who talks about the leaders of God’s people, calling them shepherds who have failed in their roles. Instead of leading and protecting God’s people these shepherds have become rich and have no compassion for the people they have been called to lead. Therefore, God will send a new shepherd to gather and lead his flock (see Zechariah Ch 10-11).


There is another connection in Zechariah with the account of Jesus journey to the cross. It is regarding Judas and his betrayal of Jesus.  There is mention of a price of 30 pieces of silver for the shepherd Messiah. This silver is thrown into the temple treasury and there is also a reference to the potter. Here we have a connection with the money paid to Judas to betray Jesus, a remorseful Judas throwing the money into the treasury and the ruling council buying a potter’s field with the money. 

Jesus humbly rode into Jerusalem on a colt, the foal of a donkey. He rode in bring the promise of peace to the whole city and from Jerusalem a peace extending to every nation on earth. Instead, he was rejected, betrayed, falsely accused, illegally convicted, crucified, and killed. With his death ended the hope of eternal peace in the city and the world. At least that is how it seemed on Good Friday.

This too was spoken about by Zechariah in his prophecies. The coming of the Messiah would result in eternal peace when the people of Jerusalem repented and turned back to God. 

As we look at the events of Palm Sunday once again, we are reminded of the importance of reading the Hebrew Scriptures which we know as the Old Testament. In them again and again we find references and prophecies that point to Jesus. Again and again, we are reminded that Jesus and his life, death and resurrection are not an accident but are an integral part of God’s plan of salvation for all people. 

It must have been very difficult for the disciples of Jesus during that week, as the triumph of Palm Sunday quickly turned to the tragedy of Good Friday. They must have wondered if they had backed the wrong horse. If Jesus was whom they thought, he was. If God cared about Jesus and by extension if God cared about them. If God was in control or if evil and chaos were in control.

We too may have those thoughts and feelings when things take a turn for the worse in our lives. We too may have times when we doubt that God is in control. We may also doubt if God really is full of love, compassion, and mercy. 

I wonder if Jesus' disciples, made any sort of connection between what their scriptures had to say about the Messiah and what was happening during Holy Week. I suspect they probably didn’t because they abandoned Jesus and ended up hiding in fear after his death. Perhaps if they had, they would have been waiting in hopeful expectation on the days after his death. 

I wonder if when bad things happen to us, we connect with what has been revealed to us about God and God’s love, compassion, mercy, and power in God’s word. When we face difficulties, do we remember that God has a plan for us? A plan that has been in God’s mind and heart since the beginning of time. A plan to adopt us as beloved children, a plan to rescue us, love us, have mercy on us and prepare an eternal future for us with Jesus. Surely if we make that connection and remember that God is always with us, it will make a difference, give us peace in the midst of turmoil, and give us hope in the face of trouble.
Amen. 
Pastor Rolf Lungwitz
