Sermon Pentecost 3A — Matthew 9:35 — 10:8 — 18 June 2023
Sermon Videolink: https://youtu.be/MDHpVczy1yU
Our brains appear to contain a particular type of brain cell called a mirror neuron. When we see another person do something as simple as picking up an object, mirror neurons cause the same parts of our brain to light up that do so when we ourselves pick up an object. Mirror neurons help us to feel what another person is feeling. When we see joy or pain or sadness on someone’s face or hear them in someone’s voice, mirror neurons help us to experience what that person is experiencing. Mirror neurons are what give us the ability to empathise with another person when we see them in emotional or physical pain. This ability also arouses a feeling of compassion within us, which motivates us to help people who are in need. 
It should not surprise us that we are wired to empathise and feel compassion because we are made in the image of our compassionate God. Jesus was filled with compassion as he saw the struggles and distress of the people in the crowds that were following him.  In response, he preached the good news and healed every disease and sickness. Even though large crowds were following Jesus, there were many more people in need in other towns that Jesus on his own could get to. Jesus knows this as he says, “The harvest is plentiful but the workers are few. Ask the Lord of the harvest, therefore, to send out workers into his harvest field.” (vs 37, 38 NIV).

Aware of the need, Jesus sent his twelve disciples on their first mission, and what a strange bunch they were.  There were ordinary everyday common fishermen like Peter and Andrew. There was James and John, both full of ambition and in need of anger management counselling. There was Matthew the businessman, educated, and collecting taxes for the Romans. There was Simon the Zealot, possibly a religious and political revolutionary. There was Thomas the sceptic, who would not believe anything unless he was given absolute proof. He would not believe Jesus had been raised from the dead until he saw him and touched his wounds. There was even a thief among them, Judas, who later betrayed Jesus to the authorities for 30 pieces of silver. What a mixed bag of people to send out on a mission, and not a single priest or Rabbi or religious professional among them.
God sends out all sorts of people so that they can bring the good news to all sorts of people. Have you ever noticed that there are some people you get on better with than you do with others? Have you noticed that there are people of a certain personality type, from a particular background, or with similar interests that you are more comfortable with? Jesus chose people from all walks of life and with vastly different backgrounds and personalities. People, who between them could relate to as many different people as possible. 
The harvest is still plentiful, and every worker is required. If you are a disciple of Jesus, then God has chosen you to bring the good news to the people you meet during your everyday activities. If you are student, teacher, labourer, tradesperson, business person, professional, unemployed or retired, God has called you. If you are a son, a daughter, a parent or grandparent, a sister, brother, or friend, then God has called you to bring the good news of Jesus Christ to those he has placed in your lives. God wants a relationship with people and more often than not people get to know God through relationships that they have with Jesus’ disciples.

We are called to be a letter of love and compassion from God bringing good news into people’s lives by meeting their spiritual, physical and emotional needs. St Francis of Assisi is reported to have said, “Preach the Gospel always and if necessary use words.” Sometimes when we talk about evangelism and mission we reduce it to nothing more than a message. Jesus sent out his twelve disciples with the message that the kingdom of heaven is near, but the spoken message was only a part of their job. They were also to go out with compassion in their hearts and to bring healing to people’s lives. 
The word translated as “heal” (vs 10, NIV) in our Bibles is the Greek word ‘therapeuo’ which can mean to heal, to relieve, to wait on or attend to the needs of someone. The twelve were sent to heal, relieve, wait on and attend to people’s spiritual and physical needs. Jesus tells his disciples, “Freely you have received, freely give.” (vs 8, NIV). They were to freely meet people’s needs because God was first freely meeting their needs. It should be no surprise that the disciples of Jesus would treat others with love and compassion because that is what they had experienced every day from their Lord Jesus.
God has met our deepest need for a loving and whole relationship with him. God has met our need for forgiveness and acceptance. God has met our physical needs by providing us the raw materials of his Creation and giving us the ability to use them. God has provided for our need for relationship calling us together in the church and surrounding us with brothers and sisters in Christ. We don’t deserve any of these things, yet God gives them to us freely out of love and compassion. Having received freely from God and knowing that he will continue to provide for us we can also freely give to others. We can tend to their needs, knowing that God will continue to tend to our needs.  
The good news of the kingdom of God is more than a message; it comes with a new life. The kingdom life is a life where God meets our needs and where we share what we have been generously given with those whom God places in our lives. It is a new way of living where each day you are blessed by a forgiving loving relationship with the Creator of the Universe. It is a life where you become a blessing to all the people in your life. This side of death it isn’t a perfect life because we aren’t perfect and we don’t always live the kind of life God has prepared for us. Yet it is a life of joy and confidence because you know that no matter what you do God will always be there for you, no matter how often or how much you mess up, the forgiving arms of Jesus will always be there to embrace you and heal you. It is a life of hope because no matter how impossible a situation seems you have God by your side and with God, who raised Jesus from the dead, nothing is impossible. Amen. 
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