
Sermon Pentecost 3A – Romans: 6:1-11 21/6/23
Videolink: https://youtu.be/ZWFZWsHEZcc

One of my favourite parables is the Parable of the Prodigal son, sometimes called the Parable of the waiting father. After leaving home, the son squanders all his inheritance and ends up working in the fields feeding pigs and starving. In desperation, he returns home and unexpectedly is welcomed back into the family by his father. Just imagine if, at the end of the parable of the prodigal son, the son spends a few months in the comfort of his father’s home, and then decides he is going to leave again and live the high life. He tells himself that if things take a turn for the worse again, he will simply come back and sponge off dad. 

In Romans chapter 5, Paul says that no matter how much human beings sin, through the death of Jesus Christ, God’s grace overflows and surpasses all of those sins.  In the next chapter, Paul has had a bit of a think about how people may take this good news. He realizes that some people might think to themselves that since Jesus died for all sins, they can keep on sinning to their heart's content and then just ask for forgiveness. Thinking about how some people might abuse God’s grace Paul begins the next chapter saying, “So what do we do? Keep on sinning so God can keep on forgiving? I should hope not!” (6:1, The Message).

There are a good number of people that do live like this. They know something they are doing or are about to do is wrong, but they do it anyway because they know God will forgive them. They tell themselves it’s OK I can go to church on Sunday and receive forgiveness. Maybe they don’t even bother going to church because they can pray to God on their own and ask for forgiveness.  The problem with this kind of thinking is that it treats God like a forgiveness vending machine and not like a loving heavenly Father who wants a living relationship with you. This vending machine god has free limitless grace to dispense whenever you want it.

In truth God’s grace is boundless, and it is free, but it is not a commodity. God’s grace is the expression of God’s love for humanity. Grace is God’s love in action and when we understand this and believe it, it makes a very big difference to our lives. When the prodigal son came home his father embraced him because he loved him. He gave him the best robe, put a ring on his finger and shoes on his feet, all symbols of him being welcomed back into the family as a beloved child. 

What is important in the parable of the prodigal son is not merely the forgiveness the son receives but the restored relationship he receives. That is also what is important in the way God deals with us. God’s forgiveness and grace flow out of God’s immense Fatherly love for all people. God does not merely dispense forgiveness like a vending machine, God pours out forgiveness, love and grace upon us in overflowing abundance because he wants to establish a Father – child relationship with us.

God wants a permanent relationship with us that he establishes through Holy Baptism when he adopts us as his dearly beloved children. He doesn’t merely adopt us, and pour forgiveness over us, he pours the Holy Spirit into us and makes us into new people, into children of the living God. In a very real sense, God recreates us, killing our old sinful self and raising up a new Christlike self every day. We are made into new people, given a new identity, a new relationship with our Creator and a new purpose. That purpose is to do the works God has prepared in advance for us to do.

As God’s adopted and forgiven children, we are certainly free but we are not free to live a life of sin. Rather we are free to live a life of Christlike love. The apostle Paul puts it this way, as God’s chosen people we are to take, ‘off [our] old self with its practices 10 and… put on the new self, ’we are to clothe ourselves, ‘with compassion, kindness, humility, gentleness and patience.” (Col 3:9, 11 NIV). We are to “put aside the deeds of darkness and put on the armor of light…. [to] clothe [our]selves with the Lord Jesus Christ, and … not think about how to gratify the desires of the flesh.” (Rom 13:12,14 NIV)

We could if we wanted to, go back to living a life of sin, but if we do we can fully expect to reap a harvest of shame and death. Wantonly sinning would be like the prodigal son deciding to leave home, turn his back on his father and go back to a far-off country indulging himself. 

The life God has called us to, the life Jesus has won for us on the cross, is a life that reaps holiness. It is a full and fruitful life, filled with love, joy, peace, patience, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, and self-control. These are the fruits that grow out of life where you have been set free from sin and daily experience gracious forgiveness and love from your Father in heaven. It is a new life where we are free to love God with all our hearts, minds, and souls and free to love our neighbour as ourselves. Even more than that, we are free to love one another as Jesus has first loved us. It is a life where we count ourselves “dead to sin but alive to God in Christ” (6”11, NIV). 
Amen
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