Holy Trinity 4/6/23

Youtube Video Link: https://youtu.be/8ChMuEjmwh8
Today is Trinity Sunday when we celebrate that God has been revealed to us as a Holy Trinity.  You will not find the words Holy Trinity in God’s Word which we also know as the Bible. God’s Word though does speak of the Father as God, the Son as God, and the Holy Spirit as God. At the same time, God’s Word makes it very clear that there is only one God. One of the most important verses and the opening words of a prayer traditionally prayed every day by ancient and modern followers of the Jewish faith is written in Deuteronomy  6:4. The verse begins, “Hear, O Israel: the Lord our God, the Lord is one.” The Hebrew word for the English word “hear”, is Shema, which is the name given to this daily prayer. Word’s Word in both testaments reveals the one God as three persons.
The Holy Trinity is three distinct persons.  Some people think that maybe God is a bit like a shapeshifter sometimes appearing as the Father, other times as the Son and other times as the Holy Spirit. This is not what God’s Word tells us. A good example is the Baptism of Jesus. In the Baptism of Jesus, we have all three persons of God being revealed at the same time. God the Son, Jesus Christ is present and being baptised. The Holy Spirit descends upon Jesus in the form of a Dove and the Father speaks from heaven All three persons of God appear at the very same time, showing us that they are different persons.
The same Holy Trinity present at Jesus' Baptism is also present at our baptism. We are baptised in the name of the Father, the Son & Holy Spirit. When you were Baptised the Father who created all things was present. Also present was the Word who is Jesus Christ who was with God and was God and became flesh. Also, at your Baptism, you received the Holy Spirit, the same Spirit who hovered over the waters. In your baptism, the Holy Trinity was engaging in the creative activity of adopting you into God’s family, making you into a beloved child of God the Father, making you into a brother or sister of Christ. Giving to you the Holy Spirit as a gift and a deposit guaranteeing your adoption as well as your salvation. The Holy Trinity continues after your baptism to lead, guide, and save you.
The Holy Trinity is very hard for us to wrap our minds around and because of this, throughout the history of the Christian faith people have challenged the idea and sometimes caused division in the church. As time went by, the church formulated and agreed upon several statements of faith that summarised the key truths revealed in God’s Word. We are quite familiar with two of these: the Apostles Creed and the Nicene Creed. The third creed is the Athanasian Creed, named after Athanasius, who held to the church’s Biblical teaching against a man called Arius. The controversy occurred about 300 years after Christ’s death and resurrection. Arius a pastor in Alexandria claimed that there is no Trinity, and that the Son was a created being who came to earth in the form of Jesus of Nazareth. 
A council was called in Nicaea in 325 to discuss the matter. The teaching of Arius was overwhelmingly rejected. At the council, The Nicene Creed was formulated to affirm the Biblical teaching of the Holy Trinity.

A hundred years later the Archbishop of Constantinople, Nestorius, was accused of teaching that the man Jesus is not God but rather a God-inspired human being. He appeared to claim Jesus was two persons, one being God, the other human, both mixed together. The Biblical teaching is that Jesus is one person, both God and human, wholly human and wholly divine. In 431 a council was held in Ephesus and in 451 in Chalcedon. Each time the teaching of Nestorius was condemned because it was in conflict with Holy Scripture.
A Creed was formulated sometime after these councils to clarify the Scriptural teaching of both the Holy Trinity and the person of Jesus Christ as God and Human. Traditionally Athanasius was credited with writing this creed, even though it is more likely that is was used in teaching the scriptural truths reaffirmed in Nicaea, Ephesus and Chalcedon. It is still known as the Athanasian Creed.
To clarify the Biblical teaching of the Trinity the Athanasian Creed includes the following explanation of the Holy Trinity:
This(, however,) is the catholic faith: that we worship one God in trinity and the Trinity in unity, neither confusing the persons nor dividing the substance. 

For the person of the Father is one, that of the Son another, and that of the Holy Spirit still another, but the deity of the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit is one - equal in glory, coequal in majesty.

This creed goes on to say that the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit are all uncreated, unlimited, eternal, and almighty. All are God, all are Lord, and yet there are not three gods or three Lords but one God and one Lord.

Knowing and believing that God is a Holy Trinity gives us certainty regarding our standing before God now and into eternity. If the Son of God is only a creature created by God as Arius claimed, that would mean God did not die for us on the cross, but a mere creature created by God died, and therefore his death cannot save us. If God is a Trinity but Jesus is divided into a divine person and a human person s Nestorius was accused of teaching, then it was only the human who died on the cross. If a mere human who himself needs saving, died on the cross, then he certainly cannot be our saviour. 
Beliefs like those of Arius and Nestorius will leave us with a faith that cannot save us and leaves it up to us to try to save ourselves by perfectly following the law. It is no wonder that the early church called councils to discuss these beliefs and formulated creeds to ensure the integrity of the Christian faith and certainty of all Christians that they can place their hope in the death and resurrection of the God-human, Jesus Christ,  
Thankfully God is Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, three persons and one God. Thankfully Jesus is both human and divine. Thankfully God the Son did become a human being and died for us, was raised for us, and now lives for us at the right hand of God the Father. Thankfully the Holy Spirit who proceeds from the Father and the Son is God and therefore can create faith in our hearts, lives in us as a deposit and guarantee of our adoption, and raise us to live eternally with the Holy Trinity. Thankfully we can be certain of our salvation because Jesus and the Father are one, when Jesus Speaks the Father is speaking, when Jesus does the Father is doing, and therefore we can be certain that the love for humanity that led Jesus to die for us is the same love that God the Father and God the Holy Spirit has for us. Together the Holy Trinity, love us, save us, redeem us, and remain with us now and forever. Amen.
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