Sermon for the Season of Prayer, Week 3

The Text: Colossians 4:2-6, 12-13

The following sermon was prepared by Pastor Nathan Hedt, from LCANZ Local Mission’s New and Renewing Churches ministry.

Dear brothers and sisters in Christ,

The theme of today’s sermon is the power of prayer and its vital role in restoration, revival, and mission in every place. Let's listen to the text for today’s sermon, Colossians 4:2-6, 12-13.

2 Devote yourselves to prayer, being watchful and thankful. 3 And pray for us, too, that God may open a door for our message, so that we may proclaim the mystery of Christ, for which I am in chains. 4 Pray that I may proclaim it clearly, as I should. 5 Be wise in the way you act toward outsiders; make the most of every opportunity. 6 Let your conversation be always full of grace, seasoned with salt, so that you may know how to answer everyone. …

12 Epaphras, who is one of you and a servant of Christ Jesus, sends greetings. He is always wrestling in prayer for you, that you may stand firm in all the will of God, mature and fully assured. 13 I vouch for him that he is working hard for you and for those at Laodicea and Hierapolis.

Before we delve deeper into the significance of prayer, let me share a parable with you – the parable of the camper trailer. 

My wife and I love camping and had found a second-hand camper trailer at a really good price.  You can imagine how excited I was to pick it up. 

As I drove the forty five minute journey across Melbourne to pick up the camper, I daydreamed about restoring it and having a joyful, vibrant, and adventurous camping future. However, my excitement turned into disappointment as I backed up my car to the trailer.  I realized that the towbar on my compact SUV was too short for the camper's towball attachment.

There was a problem - a connection problem. Even if I tried to connect the trailer to the car and move it, I would have only caused damage to my bumper bar. My glorious future with this camper was on hold. You see, for us to embark on that journey into the sunset and experience the glorious camping future, the connection had to be right. We couldn't go anywhere until the connection was fixed.

So, I had to head to an auto store to get the right hitch and bolt it to the trailer. The connection had to be right for things to work properly.

More than I love camping, God loves this congregation and longs to restore, revitalize, renew, and take us on new adventures. He desires to share His joy with new people. But similarly to my car and the camper, if our connection with God is not right, attempting to go anywhere will only result in damage. 

God provides the motive power; we cannot go anywhere on our own. But the connection must be right. Prayer is that connection point. And this is where our text for today's sermon comes in.

This passage from Colossians presents us with a picture of a revived, missional church. There are four important implications for our lives as God's people:

1. Everyone has a calling to bear witness to Jesus in words and actions.
2. Some people are gifted as evangelists, specifically given to the church to help it bring the gospel to new people.
3. Everyone is called to pray.

4. Some people are gifted as intercessors or prayer warriors, devoting themselves to prayer for the local church and its mission.

Let's explore each of these implications further.

Implication 1 - Everyone's Calling: Bear Witness for Jesus 
a. St Paul writes  that we are all called to make the most of every opportunity to share the good news. We should pray for opportunities to bear witness to Jesus, asking God to grant us divine encounters where people are open to hearing the gospel. Can I encourage you to pray, "Gracious God, please give me an opportunity to bear witness to Jesus today" ?
b. Conversation and relationship are key in our witness. We are encouraged to be wise in our interactions with outsiders, ensuring that our conversations are always full of grace and seasoned with salt. As we live as God’s people, others will see our lives and ask us about our faith. 

c. There’s a fear many of us have when it comes to witnessing. ‘What if we get it wrong?’ In Luke 21:15, Jesus assures us that the Holy Spirit will provide the right words when we need them. So when we step out in faith to bear witness to Jesus with our words, the Holy Spirit is at work, and we can’t ‘get it wrong.’

We share the gospel; the results are up to the Holy Spirit.

Implication 2 - Gifted Evangelists and their calling 
Throughout history, God has blessed His church with evangelists like St. Paul and Epaphras. In our own congregation I can think of several people who have a gifting to effectively share about Jesus in ways that people naturally listen to and engage with.  

We should actively pray for these evangelists. Just as the apostle Paul requested prayer for open doors and clear proclamation of the message, we should support and intercede for those gifted in evangelism. 

Do you know who these evangelists are in our midst? Let's recognize and support them in their calling. Are you an evangelist? Please speak to me! We want to recognise you and support you and equip you in this vital ministry.
Implication 3 - Everyone is Called to Pray 
The Scriptures exhort us to "devote ourselves to prayer." Acts 2:42 provides a powerful example of the early church's commitment to prayer. ‘They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of bread and to prayer. 
Prayer is the lifeline of our relationship with God. It is an essential discipline for every believer, fostering intimacy with the Father and empowering us by the Holy Spirit. Prayer is not just about ‘asking God for things.’ It is a conversation of intimacy with our Heavenly Father; it is a deepening of relationship; it is being present to the presence of God.
Implication 4 – Some people are gifted Intercessors and Prayer Warriors 
God has called and gifted some people with a deep heart for prayer. Some individuals possess the specific gifting of intercession and being prayer warriors. In this passage, we encounter the little-known biblical figure Epaphras, a servant of Christ Jesus and a fellow member of the Colossian church. Epaphras is described as someone who is constantly wrestling in prayer for the believers. He prays that they may stand firm in God's will, grow in maturity, and be fully assured. Epaphras is commended for his hard work not only for the Colossians but also for the believers in Laodicea and Hierapolis. You may not have heard of Epaphras much before. But I believe people like him are vital for the ministry and mission of the church.
These prayer warriors work diligently, praying for the local church and its mission. Their aim is for believers to stand firm in God's will, grow in maturity, and be fully assured. 
Are you an Epaphras? When I speak about this, does your heart sing?  Are you willing to pray for our congregation's mission, revival, and renewal? 
You are a gift from God! You are vital to the ministry and mission of our congregation! And I want to call you, affirm you, and connect you with other intercessors. If this is resonating with you, please speak to me! This is the Epaphras Project - an initiative to identify, connect, train, and equip intercessors and prayer warriors in every congregation of our church.

Prayer as Part of the Gospel 
It’s easy to feel guilty about our prayer life, as if prayer were part of the law, or something we have to do. Prayer is not a burden or a task imposed by the law but an integral part of the gospel itself. It is about fostering a deep relationship with the Father through the power of the Holy Spirit, grounded in our identity in Jesus Christ.

Romans 8:14-16 emphasizes that we, as children of God led by the Spirit, can freely cry out to the Father. Romans 8 also says, the Holy Spirit helps us in our weaknesses, interceding for us when we don't know what to pray. God's Spirit aligns our prayers with His will. Jesus, since His ascension, intercedes for us continually. He is at the right hand of God, always pleading with the father for us. Prayer connects us with the heart of God. Prayer connects us with the intercession of Jesus and the Holy Spirit. 
A Glorious, Restored, and Adventurous Future 
Back to the camper trailer parable for a moment. Dear church, God has a vibrant and glorious future planned for us, just as I had planned for the camper trailer. He longs to restore our congregation, breathe new life, and bring new people into fellowship with Jesus through us. He desires to take us on great adventures and share His joy with us.

To enable us to embark on this journey, God provides us with gifts of evangelists and intercessors. Let’s connect with the heart of God through prayer! Let’s go into his glorious future in his power!
And the peace of God, which passes all understanding, will keep our hearts and minds, mature and fully assured in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.
