Sermon All Saints Day – Matthew 5:1-12 – 5/11/23
Videolink: https://youtu.be/ugwuLal8DI4

Can you imagine it? There are crowds of people following Jesus, among them we are told, are people in desperate need. People who are “ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed” (Matt 4:24 NIV). As these desperate people come to Jesus, he heals them. He heals them but more that keep coming. The world is full of people in need. 
As the people follow, Jesus goes up on a mountainside, sits down and his disciples come and gather around. Not far away are the crowds full of people in need, Jesus knows they are there, and the disciples know they are there. 
We know they are there too, don’t we? They may not be following us and gathering around us, but we know that the world is still full of people in need. People who are suffering severe physical pain, people suffering severe emotional pain, people suffering sometimes because of what they have done and often because of what others have done to them. These people are in our families, some are friends or acquaintances, and others are in our church and our wider community. Then there are the thousands, no, millions that we hear about in the news and catch temporary sight of on our screens.  
And let’s not forget, sometimes we may be one of those people, sometimes you may be the person in need…
Let’s get back to that mountainside with Jesus. Jesus sits down and starts speaking to his disciples. Jesus has something to say about all those people in need in that crowd and all the people in need in the world. Jesus has something to say to the people who are poor in spirit, those people who find themselves in such difficult circumstances that their only hope is that someone or something from outside will come and help them. People who have nowhere else to go but directly to God, directly to Jesus. 
There are kinds of reasons people find themselves poor in spirit, desperately looking for help from someone. It could be because of illness, or accident. It could be a result of their own poor decisions or actions. It could be because they have been abused or suffer from injustice. Whatever the reason, their only hope, is that someone will have compassion on them and come to their aid. Their only hope is that they will be freed by someone, from the cursed situation that they find themselves in.
Jesus looks at the disciples. Some of them came to him poor in spirit. Beyond the disciples, he sees the crowd and in that crowd the people who are poor in spirit. Jesus says to his disciples, back then on the mountainside and he looks at you too, his disciples now. Jesus says, “Blessed are the poor I spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.” With Jesus change has come, hope has come, for the poor in spirit. No matter how bad things are, no matter how impossible a positive future may look - Jesus has come to offer them the kingdom of heaven. 
As Jesus is talking to the disciples not only to tell them the good news of the blessing, he is bringing to them. Having first received many blessings from their relationship with Jesus, they in turn will now become bearers of the same blessings to other people. This is part of their call to discipleship. Through their relationship with Jesus, they have become the slat of the earth and the light of the world. They have become the bearers of the blessings Jesus promises the poor in spirit.
Let’s have another quick look at the crowd lower down the side of the mountain. There are other people in that crowd, with other needs. Some people are in mourning and full of grief. Perhaps they have lost a loved one, or maybe they have lost something else, their home, their job, a valued relationship, their reputation. Perhaps they are mourning their loss of hope. They are full of grief, mourning and looking for one thing. Comfort! Where can you find comfort when you are in mourning?
Jesus says, “Blessed are those who mourn, for they will be comforted.” Jesus is saying this and most of you listening today know how much comfort Jesus can provide when you are in mourning, especially when a loved one has died. You know the comfort of knowing Jesus is always with you, even when you feel all alone. You also have the comfort of knowing that Jesus has defeated death and therefore you have the sure hope that death is not final and your loved one will be resurrected and live forever. 
Jesus does provide comfort, but Jesus is on the mountainside talking to his disciples, the ones who are called to be salt and light—the ones who are called to show compassion and empathy to those who are mourning. Yes, Jesus can bring comfort through his presence, but human beings are far more than mere spiritual beings. Human beings are bodies, minds, emotions, and spirits, as well as souls, and as such they need other human beings, with bodies, minds, emotions, spirits, and souls to comfort them. 
Jesus is on the side of the mountain calling his disciples to be compassionate human beings who can comfort those who mourn by being physically present, providing a listening ear, and providing physical help if needed. As disciples of Jesus, because we continually receive God’s love, we can love those who mourn by embodying the compassion, concern and empathy that flows from our relationship with Jesus. 
Today we celebrate All Saints Day. This day was originally set aside to commemorate the martyrs of the church. Today we commemorate not only the martyrs but all of God’s people living and dead. Today we will name those who have died more recently and remember all those loved ones who have died during our lifetimes along with the saints of all time. As we do so we are reminded of the blessing of receiving the kingdom of heaven and celebrate in the sure hope that they have received the fullness of the kingdom. 
As you remember loved ones who have died, you may notice that the pain of grief still rises inside you. If you sense that grief, be assured that you are not alone. God is with you and God is at the same time with those who have gone before you. God is with you and as you worship the flesh and blood members of Christ’s body are also with you. You are not alone. You are surrounded by your brothers and sisters in Christ. People are continually being filled with the love of Jesus, a love that flows out of their hearts as compassion and a genuine desire to help and comfort you in your grief.  
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