Sermon Matthew 25:1-13 – Pentecost 24A  - 12/11/23
Videolink: https://youtu.be/NEGeQsgZ7Io

Some people don’t read their books from the first page. They begin at the last page and read the ending first. If they like the ending, then they will read the book. If they don’t like the ending, they don’t bother reading the book.

As Christians, we already know the end of the book. We know the end of the world’s story and we know the end of our own story. We know that in the end Jesus the bridegroom will return and those who have a relationship based on trust in him, will go into the wedding banquet - that eternal feast where we will experience an eternity of life to the full, filled with peace, love, and joy.  

We know the end of the story but right now, we are reading the book and discovering each day how we fit into God’s story.  Each day we are called to live out our lives as Jesus' disciples, knowing the end but not knowing exactly what that means for that particular day. 

What is it like living your life each day preparing for some future event? Well just think about a couple who are engaged to be married and preparing for the wedding. Many couples begin planning quite early for their wedding, often 12 months or more in advance. 

As they prepare for their impending marriage, they continue to live out their daily lives. They still work, spend time with friends and family, eat and sleep, and live their lives reasonably normally. At the same time, always in the back of their minds, there is the wedding. They think about it, they plan, they begin to put certain things in place like the church, reception, the minister, the dress and the suites, the wedding party, the cars, the honeymoon. They live their lives as usual but always in the background is the wedding. It even colours their conversations with each other and with those close to them.

Most important though in all the wedding preparations is maintaining and strengthening the very relationship that has led to the couple deciding to get married in the first place. If they don’t look after their relationship and continue to grow in their knowledge of each other and their love for each other, then there is the possibility that when the wedding day arrives their relationship will no longer be at a place where they can get married.  Of course, most couples naturally work on their relationship and when the day arrives, they are more than happy to say I do.

Preparing for Jesus to come is much the same. We go about our daily lives. People who don’t know us very well probably have no idea that we are preparing for Jesus to arrive, but most days the big event is in the back of our minds. It influences the decisions we make, the work we do and even our relationships. It enters our conversations because most of us talk about what is important to us.

The problem is that we don’t have a date. We don’t know when the bridegroom will come, and he has been a very long time coming. Even in the first century, the members of the church in Thessalonica were struggling to wait for the bridegroom. It had been maybe 20 or 30 years since Jesus had ascended to heaven. Some people in the congregation had already died and those left were wondering what it all meant.

One of their problems was that they did not fully understand the meaning of Jesus’ resurrection. They thought that when Jesus came, he would take them and grant them eternal life, but those who were already dead would miss out. Paul explained to them that the death and resurrection of Jesus meant not only that death had been defeated for the living but also that the dead would rise and receive eternal life.  When Jesus returned all the living and all the dead who belonged to Jesus would be raised to new life and be reunited with each other and with Jesus.

Today, we know that God will raise the dead, but we have a different problem. After almost 2000 years many Christians today live as though Jesus will never return, or if he does return, they certainly don’t expect it to be in their lifetime. The return of Jesus has become something that only happens far in the future, well after you die, and meanwhile, you focus on life on this earth. 

Just imagine you were engaged to be married but you set the wedding date for 40 years from now. How would you live then? At first, the wedding day may be on your mind quite a bit but after a while, the concerns of daily life would take over. You would rarely if ever think about the long-off marriage. You may even begin to wonder if it would ever happen at all and after a while the length of time would put a big strain on your relationship.  Maybe the relationship itself would not last.

This is the danger for us. The return of Christ and the resurrection seem to be so far off that it is easily forgotten. Life distracts us and for many people, life has distracted them to the point of forgetting about Jesus and their faith lamps are empty.

Thankfully, Jesus does not leave us on our own to struggle through the waiting. He blesses us with his word. He reminds us of his love for us and continually removes any barriers to his relationship with us, by removing all our sins with his blood. He urges us to daily remember our baptism and his commitment to us to be with us always.

God knows we need to have our faith lamps regularly refilled. That’s why the Holy Spirit gathers us together in worship where God serves us. As we worship, God serves us with the forgiveness of sins, with God’s word read and preached. As we worship, God serves us with the body and blood of Jesus given to us for forgiveness, and reassurance and to sustain and grow a faithful relationship with Jesus. As we gather for worship we support and encourage each other in our relationship with Jesus. God gives us all these things as gracious gifts to keep our faith lamps filled with oil and burning so that when Jesus the bridegroom finally comes, we will be
be ready for him and enter the great eternal banquet with him. 
Amen.
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