Sermon Second last Sunday Year A – Matthew 25:14-30 – 19/11/23
Sermon Video link: https://youtu.be/XCTn5o5cJAQ

Two days before Jesus was crucified, he was sitting on the Mount of Olives talking to his disciples. He is teaching them about the kingdom of heaven. As part of his teaching, he told three parables. Today we hear the second parable is about a man who is going on a journey, who called his servants and entrusted his wealth to them. 

Interpreting parables is not always easy because there are so many layers of meaning to them, but the person telling this parable is Jesus and the parable is about the kingdom of heaven. Therefore, it would be reasonable to assume that the man in the parable represents Jesus, who is the king of heaven. Jesus is talking to his disciples, therefore we could reasonably assume the servants are the disciples. Not only the disciples listening to Jesus then, but all his disciples down through the ages to the present moment.

Notice how much faith the man had in his workers. He entrusts his wealth to them. The Contemporary English Version reads that he “put his three servants in charge of all he owned” (Matt. 25:14). The man had enough faith in his workers to risk placing his vast wealth in their care. He trusted their honesty, their abilities, and their integrity. Knowing his worker's abilities he shows wisdom, compassion, and consideration by not overwhelming them with responsibility, but only giving them as much as they were capable of handling. “To one he gave five bags of gold, to another two bags, and another, one bag” (Matt. 25:15, NIV). Estimates of the equivalent value of each bag today vary, but most estimate over $600000. 

What do the bags of gold represent? 

This is not as clear. They may represent God’s abundant grace poured out on us through the life, death and resurrection of Jesus, the Christ, and the spiritual gifts of forgiveness of sins, life, and salvation that result from this abundant grace. They may represent God’s love, compassion, and mercy. They may represent all these things, as well as everything else God generously gives us, including our bodies, souls, minds, senses, talents and abilities. Add to this the things we need from day to day, like food, clothes, home and family, work and money, protection, and safety. They may represent God’s word, without which we would not know that God has been exceedingly abundant with all the gifts he has showered upon us.

Two of the workers immediately began to put the wealth they had been entrusted with to work and over time doubled their money. The worker with one bag dug a hole and hid the bag in it. 

What was the difference between these workers?

The parable does not tell us about the thoughts or motivations of the two who doubled their employer’s gold. What the parable does tells us that they were faithful and along with their faith, they were good. This makes sense because it is out of faith that good works flow. 

The parable does give us a clear window into the thoughts and motivations of the worker who buried the bag of gold. This worker had some false beliefs about what kind of person his employer was.

Hear again what the employee who buried the talent said to the man, 
“Master, I knew that you are a hard man, harvesting where you have not sown and gathering where you have not scattered seed.  So I was afraid and went out and hid your gold in the ground. See, here is what belongs to you” (Matt 25: 24-25). This lack of faith in the employer’s goodness is a strange reaction, considering the extent of the trust and confidence the employer has placed in him.

Remember this parable is a parable of God’s kingdom, being told by Jesus the king. The disciples know Jesus is not a hard man, and that he does not take but rather gives until it hurts. They don’t know it yet but in two days Jesus will give up his own life for their benefit. 

The man in the parable repeats the worker's thoughts, pointing out that since the worker believes these things about him then at the very least, the worker could have taken the safe option and deposited the gold in the bank to earn interest. Instead, along with a lack of faith in his employer, he showed a complete disregard for his employer's belongings and disrespect for his employer. The gold is taken away from the worker, loses his job, and the benefits of working, ending up living a life of darkness.

Meanwhile, those who had faith in their employer discovered that their faith was well-founded. Their master is not only generous he also wants more than merely an employment arrangement with them. He wants a full relationship with them where he can share his joy with them, celebrate with them and engage them in even more responsibilities.

The interesting thing is that the wealth given to the workers was not for their benefit. It was to increase the size of the man’s estate, which we could reasonably regard as a metaphor for the kingdom of heaven. 

Today we are focussing on stewardship in our congregation. This parable reminds us that God has showered us all generously with many gifts and abilities. It also reminds us that because God has first showered us with many gifts, we are called to use those gifts for God’s work. We are called to be co-workers with God in providing for people’s needs of body, soul, mind, and senses. 

In Lutheran circles, we may speak of this in the context of vocation. Vocations are the various roles God has called us to. Most of us begin life in the vocation of being a child. As we grow, we are called to other vacations, some temporary and others more permanent. We may be called to be a sibling, a cousin, a friend. Many are called to be married, others are called to be single, others parents and grandparents, aunties and uncles.  Then there are the vocations that often align with our gifts and talents, such as being involved in sport, music, or other pursuits. Most but not all people are called into some kind of paid employment which may become one of their vocations for many years.

As disciples of Jesus, we are also called to various roles in the body of Christ. That is what we are focussing on in our worship today. They are not any more or less important than the other roles or vocations we have been called to. They are part of the many ways God has called us to love and serve and take part in God’s work on earth.

We are called to all these things by our heavenly Father, through Jesus Christ the Son and King. We are not compelled to do them. We are called to do them as a response to all the generous things God has first done for us. They are to naturally flow from hearts filled with faith in the loving-kindness of God the Father and Jesus our King. At times they may flow so naturally, that we may not even be aware that we are putting the gifts God has given us, to work. As we do this some who do not know Jesus will be drawn to the light of Christ, enter into the joy of a relationship with Jesus and the kingdom of heaven will grow.
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