Sermon Palm/Passion Sunday — Mark 11:1-11 — 24 March 2024
Sermon Video link: https://youtu.be/geG7ij7G8dk
Hosanna is not a word we use very often even in the church. Apart from it being sung occasionally in the Holy, Holy, Holy in preparation for Holy Communion we probably haven’t used it since the last time we celebrated Palm/Passion Sunday. Hosanna is a Hebrew word which originally meant “please save”. The words that the crowds were shouting out are almost a direct quote from Psalm 118:25, 26. Psalm 118 is the last of 6 praise psalms usually sung during the celebration of Passover. These are psalms of praise for God’s great acts of salvation. 
The Passover celebrated the time when God saved his people from slavery in Egypt. It wasn’t just a religious festival it also had political significance. If you are under occupation by a foreign power and you are celebrating an event where God freed your people from slavery and oppression, then you are naturally going to be thinking about freedom. As you walk into your sacred capital city and see the foreign soldiers you are going to be hoping and praying that one day they will be removed. As you head toward the very centre of your worship life, the great temple built by Herod and see the headquarters of the occupying garrison in a building right beside the temple you are going to be hoping that God will step in and save you. 

It was no wonder then that every year during Passover the pilgrims coming to Jerusalem would be half expecting that this was going to be the year when the promised Messiah would come and throw out the occupying forces. They knew the prophecies well. 

In the Old Testament in Zechariah 14:4 -9 there is a prophecy of a king who will rule all of the earth whose feet will stand on the Mount of Olives. In Zechariah (9:9) there is a prophecy of a righteous king who rules to the ends of the earth. This king comes riding on a donkey bringing salvation. The saviour king that the people were expecting was to be from the line of King David. 

In the midst of high expectation Jesus purposely arranges to ride on a donkey from the slopes of the Mount of Olives into Jerusalem. This was a clear sign to his disciples who had only recently come to realise that Jesus is the Messiah. Clearly Jesus is leading a royal victory procession into Jerusalem. No wonder they shout out to Jesus, “Hosanna — please save us.” Their hosannas are more than a plea, they bring to mind how God saved his people from slavery to Pharoah and now they anticipate God saving them from the occupying Romans. The hosannas are more than a plea, they are a shout in anticipation of victory. 

The people who follow him have high expectations as they shout out, "Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!" (Mark 11:9, 10). Their hope is that Jesus is the saviour they have been expecting, the military leader and king from David’s line, who will remove the Romans and win back Jerusalem and the Promised Land for God’s people. 
There are those in the crowd who are worried. This isn’t the first time people have been whipped into a frenzy and incited to revolt against the Romans. As they speak a man called Barabbas has already been or very soon will be arrested for insurrection. Luke in his account of this moment tells us that the well-educated people in the crowd, the Pharisees, tell Jesus to stop the people from shouting (Luke 19:39). All this yelling about the coming of the kingdom of David is going to attract attention and everyone knows what happens the minute the Romans smell any hint of rebellion. Everyone knows of the might of the Roman army and Messiah or not, this little rag tag band is no match for them. 
Today many Christians live in places where they too risk their lives talking about Jesus  as Lord. Even in Australia we are constantly under pressure not to talk about our faith in Christ. We may not risk death, but in some circles we might risk our reputation, admitting that we believe in God and that Jesus is our Lord. The Pharisees tell Jesus to stop the crowd from yelling out, but nothing will stop the good news of Jesus getting out. If people stop talking about Jesus, the stones themselves will end up shouting it out. Many have tried but after 2000 years the message is still being shouted out.  

The people expected Jesus to save them but soon they discover that he is not offering political salvation. He is offering a salvation that will touch all people, friend, and enemy alike. A salvation that values service over power and brings peace instead of more war.  A salvation that unites rather than divides. A salvation that deals with the core of all our human troubles, the human heart, soul, and mind. The only way Jesus will answer our hosannas is by giving up his life for the crowds, their enemies and all of humanity. 
This is what he did on Good Friday. He opened his arms wide on the cross ready to embrace the whole world with the love of God and to win human hearts for his Father in Heaven. Jesus came to change your hearts, to wash them clean with his blood and to bring an end to the power of sin, death, and the devil. He came to make a difference where it really counts, in your heart, so that you can live the life God has created you for. When in faith you follow Jesus, it may not necessarily change what is happening around you, but it will change you. It will change you into a person who knows that no matter what happens you are never alone and no matter how difficult life maybe you are always surrounded by a love that is longer and wider and deeper than anything that sin, death, or the devil can throw at you; a personal love of God the Father for you his dearly beloved child.

Amen. 
Pastor Rolf Lungwitz

