Sermon John 12:20-33 Lent 5b 17/3/24
Sermon videolink: https://youtu.be/Kq0YvRmCHOA
Seeds are amazing things. Inside every seed there are enough resources to give life to a plant. When a wheat seed grows into a plant that plant can produce up to 100 seeds. 

What a waste it would be if a wheat seed decided it wanted to live a long life as a seed and never fulfill its purpose and germinate into a plant.  I guess you could not blame it could you, because when the seed germinates in a sense it dies, giving up its life as a seed, for the resulting plant. If the seeds of this world all decided that they wanted to live for themselves, then where would all the plants be? What a disaster it would be for the ecology of the whole world. The sole purpose of a wheat seed is to become a plant and be fruitful.
Of course, we expect seeds to continue doing what they were created for. We expect seeds to continue to fall to the ground and die so that they can give life to the plants that lie dormant inside them. We don’t expect seeds to be selfish and live only for themselves.
What about us? We live in a world that encourages us to live selfishly. We are surrounded by messages that encourage us to surround ourselves with lots of stuff, look after number one and make sure that we take first place in our lives. Many people believe that the person who dies with the most toys, degrees and educational qualifications, the most personal achievements, or the most power wins. 
Jesus says that those who love their lives will lose them. In other words, those who seek to gain fulfilment by seeking for themselves selfishly everything that they can get in this world will in the end lose everything. Take a walk in any cemetery and you will find that no matter what high achievements and no matter how rich the person in a particular grave was when they were alive, they still ended up the same as the person next to them who may have died with nothing. 

Jesus said that those who hate their life in this world will keep it for eternal life. Now Jesus isn’t saying you literally have to hate your life, he is using the word hate to make a point. In the same way that we might say, “Our team are going to crush their opponents this season.” We don’t literally mean that they are going to crush them; we mean they are going to win very decisively. 
When Jesus says we are to hate our lives he is making the point that there is something far more important than just thinking about what you can get out of this life for yourself. We need to expand our horizons and realise that our 70, 80 or 100 years here is fleeting in the context of eternity. We need to take our eyes off ourselves and our own selfish desires and fix our eyes on Jesus, the eternal one. Fix your eyes on Jesus and your relationship with him and you will find that there is a far more fulfilling life that God wants to give you now and into eternity. 
We were created to love and serve Jesus. Like seeds were created to give their life to the plant, we were created to give our life to the service of God. In recent years many people have become obsessed with fulfilling themselves. The only way to truly fulfil yourself is by dying to selfishness and self centeredness and living to serve Christ. 
We serve Christ because he first served us. When Jesus said, “I tell you the truth, unless a kernel of wheat falls to the ground and dies, it remains only a single seed. But if it dies, it produces many seeds.” John 12: 24; he was talking about himself. Jesus the Son of God died to serve humanity, draw people in faith to himself and produce many children of God.  As a seed gives up its life to produce many seeds, so Jesus gave up his life to bear the fruit of millions of little Christs. As someone once said, Jesus is the most fertile seed in history. 

When you are drawn by the Holy Spirit to believe that Jesus has served up his own life for you it naturally follows that you will serve him. Serving Christ and following him is the fruit of faith in Christ.  Jesus tells us that when we serve and follow him, we will end up where he is. What he means is that our life will follow the pattern of his life. 
In the same way Jesus gave up his life in service to humanity, so too when we serve and follow Jesus, will find ourselves living lives of service to others. History shows that the more people fix their eyes on Jesus the more they find themselves serving their neighbours. Service of others flows out of a right relationship with Jesus. 
Jesus is calling us to a life where we look at our gifts and talents from a different perspective. Instead of seeing our gifts, talents, and resources as things to be used for our own gain we see them as things to be used in service of others. Instead of asking, “What is in it for me.” The question becomes, “How can I serve Christ by serving others with my gifts, talents and resources?” Jesus is saying, give this life of service a go. This is the truly fruitful life, bearing the fruit of love, joy, peace, kindness and much more. The full life God wants for all people. Amen
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