Sermon Easter 5B – John 15:1-8 – 28/4/24

Sermon Videolink: https://youtu.be/4KMG2AJHmvE
When I was a pastor in the Barossa, my family and I lived on the church grounds which had two small vineyards on it. Almost every day I would take a walk down the back of the grounds and look at the vines. We first arrived in the Barossa in December when the vines were green and the ample fruit on them was only a month or so from being ripe for the picking. Not long after harvest, the leaves began to change to autumn colours and drop off. 

In the cold months when the vines were completely bare members of the congregation would prune the vines. The first time I saw this I was amazed at how much growth was cut away. If I were a branch on those vines, I would not be very happy. I soon learned that pruning was necessary for the vine and branches to bear good fruit. Then in the spring, the leaves would bud and soon the church grounds were green and vibrant with new growth, and most importantly new abundant fruit.
Jesus says he is the true vine, and we are the branches.  The relationship between you and Jesus is as close and as intimate as the relationship between a vine and its branches. The vine gives life and sustenance to the branch. In the same way, Jesus gives life and sustenance to you. He gives you his own life, flowing into you, sustaining your faith, helping you to grow, and producing the fruits of love in your life. Just as the vine holds onto the branch, Jesus holds onto you. He will always stay connected to you and will never leave you.  It is a personal relationship, a life-giving relationship. What an intimate relationship we have with Jesus Christ. He is the true vine. and we are the branches. 

Thank God that he has connected us to Jesus Christ and keeps us connected to Christ. In Romans 6:3ff, Paul tells us that Baptism is God’s miracle of uniting us to Christ and to Himself. A careful gardener can take a seemingly dead branch and graft it into a living plant. By binding the branch to a small cut in the plant the gardener connects the branch to the nutrients and water contained in the plant. The result is a branch that springs to life. In baptism, God the Father grafts you into the true vine, Jesus Christ and creates new life in you. 
For a graft to take there must be a free flow of nutrients and water into the graft. God provides you with the necessary nutrients. Each time you hear or read God’s Word the Holy Spirit flows with that word into your heart, mind, and soul, like water and nutrients feed and sustain the branch of a vine. Every time you come to worship and receive forgiveness, hear the Word of God read and preached, receive the Body and Blood of Christ, the life that is in Jesus the vine flows into you. Through these gifts. the Holy Spirit sustains your faith and helps you to grow into a strong, healthy, fruitful branch. 

God also prunes you because pruning is necessary for bountiful fruit production. Pruning cuts away the parts of the branch that stop it from producing, it strengthens the part of the vine that are productive, and it keeps the branch healthy. In the same way God has to do some very radical cutting and removal in our lives.  God needs to remove all the things that stop us from producing fruit in our lives.  
The way God does this is by first exposing the things that stop us from bearing fruit. The Bible calls these things sin because they are the things that stop us from loving God and loving others. Sometimes our sin is exposed as we suffer the consequences of our sin.  For example, when as a result of being selfish or unkind an important relationship falls apart. If we are honest with ourselves and listen to God’s word we soon discover that we are not perfect, that we are in fact sinners and we need to change. 
Other times God exposes our sin, as we listen to his word. For example when you pray the Lord’s prayer and say the words, “as we forgive those who have sinned against us.” These words may prick your conscience and remind you of a grudge you are holding onto that needs to be pruned off. As we become aware of our sin and confess it to God, he cuts it away, cleanses us and prepares us to bear good fruit.

Just as bearing fruit is the purpose of a branch on a grapevine bearing fruit is the purpose of a branch on Jesus the true vine. If you have a trusting, loving relationship with Jesus the vine then you will produce good fruit. The fruit Jesus is talking about includes what Paul calls the fruit of the Spirit. This fruit includes ‘love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness,  gentleness, and self-control’ (Galatians 5:22-23). This is not an exhaustive list but the start of a much longer list of characteristics that reflect the character of Christ the Vine, to which we are attached. 

We produce this fruit because of our connection with Jesus. When you pick a good healthy bunch of grapes off a vine you don’t say, “Wow what a good branch you have been,” because you know that the goodness of the fruit depends on the the vine and the nutrients that flow from the vine into the branches. It also depends on the work and skill of the person pruning and taking care of the vine.  In the same way when branches on Christ the vine produce fruit, the quality of the fruit depends on Jesus the vine and on God the Father who tends the vine and its branches. The branch is just the vehicle while it is God who does all the work. 
The quality of the fruit you produce depends completely on Jesus and God the Father.  It grows out of your relationship with Jesus just as naturally a branch produces fruit out of its connection to the vine. As you bear the fruit of love, joy, peace and so on it enriches other people’s lives and it brings glory to the vine, Jesus, and the gardener, God the Father.

All that Jesus asks is that you trust him to always stay as close to you as a vine attached to a branch. To trust that he is your source of life and that he will not let you down. He will sustain you with this word, his Spirit and his life. And when you pray, he will give you whatever you ask for so that you can bear fruit and glorify him. 

Amen.
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