The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the original author.
Sermon for Easter 7B, Mother’s Day

The Text: John 17:6-19

Dear Friends in Christ,

Do you often pray for your mum? If your mum is in heaven, do you pray for other mums?

Mother’s Day in recent years has become a delicate subject for some. It seems that today in many ways our society is being silenced into not celebrating things that are part of our history just in case such celebrations offend others.

The problem with that attitude is that while it seems respectful to those who may not immediately be able to celebrate something, it takes away what we need to be celebrating from so many others. 

The concern of course in celebrating Mother’s Day is that it is insensitive to those who want to be mothers and have not been able to be. Yet when we don’t celebrate mothers, we lose the opportunity to thank God for those who brought us into the world. 

Yes, there are many people who have lived with and maybe continue to live with broken and damaging relationships with their mums, but this is why today’s text really puts things into perspective.

Pray. Pray and keep praying. Unfortunately, we often pray wanting this - whatever it is that we are praying for to be fixed up now - right now. We are tempted to look on social media or listen to those around us who might boast of a perfect relationship with their mums or others for that matter and this only adds to the frustration for those whose relationship with their mum is far from perfect. So it is even more important to pray and keep on praying. Jesus show us today what He does for us – we who let Him down regularly, we who are far from perfect in our walk with the Lord. Yet he does not give up on us. 

We might not have a good relationship with our mums yet when we look at our own hearts and actions, are we perfect towards them or towards those who have been like a mum to us or even a step-mum?

You see when we look at our relationship with Jesus and as we read His word, we are convicted by the power of the Holy Spirit in truth and we see our sin. It is only then can we realise that we need to pray for others and for ourselves in all our relationships. 

When we try to not offend others with truth, we sell out on the truth. By not celebrating mothers every day we take away from creation what God has given to us as community - the gift of life. You sit here today as I do because God gave us as a gift of life to our mums and dads. For those who cannot have children or who have lost children, know that God will continue to use you for His glory in ways you might not see. 

Jesus prays. As Jesus now ascended to heaven, He sits at the right hand of the Father and He prays for you and me continually.

We are encouraged to pray continually – not because we have to, but because your heavenly Father has said “Call on my name”.

We can pray day by day for all our own needs and the needs of others. When you have a difficult relationship with someone, or if it is a very close relationship, show God’s love in your life by praying for them. 

Once a new pastor upon arriving to take up a call was approached by a member of the church. The member started by saying, ‘I just need to tell you about this person in our church’ to which the Pastor replied, ‘Yes please do – is that so we can pray for them and their specific needs?’

The member left quietly and awkwardly as gossip was the only intention that day.

You see, when we take it to the Lord in prayer we have peace, knowing that we are doing God’s work and He is in charge of all things. Whether it be a broken family relationship or financial pressure or a decision that has drawn you into sin, peace comes as we call on the name of the Lord and ask for all we need in Jesus’ name. 

I have revealed you to those whom you gave me out of the world. They were yours; you gave them to me and they have obeyed your word. Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. 8 For I gave them the words you gave me and they accepted them. They knew with certainty that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me. 9 I pray for them. I am not praying for the world, but for those you have given me, for they are yours. 10 All I have is yours, and all you have is mine. And glory has come to me through them. 11 I will remain in the world no longer, but they are still in the world, and I am coming to you. Holy Father, protect them by the power of your name, the name you gave me, so that they may be one as we are one. 12 While I was with them, I protected them and kept them safe by that name you gave me. None has been lost except the one doomed to destruction so that Scripture would be fulfilled.

13 “I am coming to you now, but I say these things while I am still in the world, so that they may have the full measure of my joy within them. 14 I have given them your word and the world has hated them, for they are not of the world any more than I am of the world. 15 My prayer is not that you take them out of the world but that you protect them from the evil one. 16 They are not of the world, even as I am not of it. 17 Sanctify them by the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, I have sent them into the world. 19 For them I sanctify myself, that they too may be truly sanctified.
 Amen.
