SERMON PENTECOST 9B — EPHESIANS 3:14-21 — 28 /7/24 
Sermon video link: https://youtu.be/QMLzQsf55jw

Naming pets can be quite an important thing for people, especially children. When a couple of my grandchildren received their first cats, they spent quite some time finding exactly the correct names for them. People give pets names because their pets are important to them. They like their pets. Many people would say they love their pets. 

If you are a parent, you probably remember choosing a name for your children. For some people the name is worked out easily, for others, they can agonise for months before the birth and sometimes after the birth, before making a decision. Naming a child is important for parents because they have a relationship with their child. They love their child.

Today, we hear that every family in heaven and on earth derives its name from God the Father. Every family and every person in every family is important to God. Whether you know God or not, God knows you, God has given you a name and most importantly God loves you. God loves you if you are far off from God and do not know him, and God loves you if you have received faith in Christ and have been adopted as one of God’s beloved children. God loves all people.
Not only does God love you but God wants you to know that he loves you. For this reason, God sent the prophets and the apostles. For this reason, God sent his Son Jesus who showed us how wide and long and high and deep God’s love is. For this reason, God established the church to bear witness to God’s love for all of humanity. The church is planted in God’s love and out of that love God wants us to learn how to love one another and to love our neighbours. God wants the church to shine the light of Christ’s love into the lives of those who do not yet know of God’s love.
The church is an amazing creation. When the letter to the church in Ephesus was written the congregation consisted of Jews who had received faith in Christ and people who had practiced other religions and had also received faith in Christ. Before coming to faith in Jesus, these people were separated by religion, ethnicity and cultural practices. They would not eat with each other, avoided associating with each other as much possible, and at best tolerated each other. Now in the church, they were learning to live side by side as brothers and sisters in Christ, to worship together, to partake in the holy meal of Christ’s body and blood at the same table, to support and love one another.

The church showed that through Christ it is possible to unite people and put to death hostilities that spanned generations. Through Christ, it is possible to reconcile with your enemies and those who are very different to you and live in peace with each other. Christ is able to take people from very different backgrounds who would not dream of reconciliation and peace and build them together into a holy temple in which God lives by his Spirit. A temple that shines like a holy city on a hill, bringing light, life and love to a dark and dying world. 

This is the church the way it is meant to be, but far too often God’s people forget the one who has brought them peace and love, and they focus on the things that separate them. In Ephesus, there was tension between the Jewish and Gentile Christians in the congregation. Today there are still tensions in the church. Differences of opinion about practices and traditions. Differences of opinion about certain aspects of theology and different expectations between members of different generations, and different backgrounds. 

We can give into our sinful nature and let these things become walls that divide us, or we can remember the incredible gift of being part of Christ’s body. An undeserved gift because it is by grace we have been saved, and not by our effort or works. We can remember that we are rooted and established in love. God’s love! A powerful love that is patient and kind. An enduring love that is not envious, boastful or arrogant. The love Jesus revealed to us that bears all things, hopes all things and endures all things for the sake of the other, for the sake of the church and for the sake of peace and unity.

When strife and divisions occur, instead of letting disappointment, anger or fear overcome us we can remember that nothing is impossible with God. We can remember that our heavenly Father is “able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine” (Eph. 3:20, NIV). 
Therefore, we can pray with confidence for ourselves and for the church. We can confidently ask that our faith be strengthened by the Holy Spirit so that Christ may dwell in our hearts. We can pray that God would give us the power to grasp how wide and long and high and deep the love of Christ is. We can pray that since we are rooted and grounded in God’s love, that God would give that love what it needs to grow. We can pray that God will fill us with the fullness of his love.

Then as we spend time together in worship, hearing God’s word from the prophets and apostles, and receiving the body and blood of Christ at the same table, our inner spirit will be strengthened in faith. As we build each other up with hymns, psalms and songs and show each other the love of Christ, we will be strengthened with power through his Spirit and filled with God’s love.
Filled with God’s love, we can learn to live at peace despite our differences, be gracious to each other, and not judgmental, and in unity do the good works God has prepared for us. The more we grasp the fullness of God’s grace and love, the more God’s glory will shine from his holy temple the church. The more we will glorify the name of Christ to all generations, for ever and ever.
Amen
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