Sermon Ephesians 4:25 - 5:2
Sermon Videolink: https://youtu.be/PP89DSu5D7A
The Christian life is always a therefore. God has first done something for you, therefore you respond. God is always the first to act, leaving us with nothing to do but respond.

God’s actions always flow out of love. Take a look at how God loved us in Christ. “His love was not cautious but extravagant. He didn’t love in order to get something from us but to give everything of himself to us” (Eph 5:2, The Message). Look how Christ deals with us. Christ is kind and compassionate toward us and he forgives us, not just once but his forgiveness is ongoing. Like, the Father, waiting with open arms to receive his prodigal son, so God in Christ is always waiting with open arms to forgive us. All that is left for us to do is to respond.
God has loved and embraced us and in baptism, God has adopted us. We are a new creation, beloved children of God the Father. All that is left for us to do is to respond.

How do we respond? We respond like loved children who trust their parents, because we are loved by God and God has proven himself trustworthy. We imitate God and we imitate Christ and our characters are transformed to become more and more into the image of Jesus. We seek to be like Jesus because Jesus is the way and the truth and the life. The more we know him and the more we become like him, the more we will experience life in all its fulness. 

If you want to follow someone’s example you need to get to know them. Spend time with them listen to and talk to them. God has given us several ways to spend time with Jesus. He has given us prophets and apostles who originally spoke directly to God’s people and now speak to us through the written word of God in the Old and New Testaments. He has given us evangelists, pastors and teachers who preach and teach God’s word to us so that we can grow and mature as God’s children. Last, but not least, God has placed us into a family, the body of Christ, the church, where we can encourage each other, practice love and grow together as God’s children.
Therefore, loved by God, chosen by God, adopted by God, we love our brothers and sisters in Christ, the way Christ first loved us. We don’t love because we have to love. We don’t love to be accepted by God or win God’s approval. After all, we can trust that we have been saved by God’s grace. We already have God’s approval, because it is God’s gift from start to finish. We love because it flows out of this abundant love and grace that God is pleased to lavish upon us. We learn to live this life of love as the attitude of our mind is renewed by the Holy Spirit through the good news of Jesus Christ. 
This is all part of God’s plan so that we can grow and become mature members of God’s household. It is part of God’s plan to prepare you for good works that will glorify God. As each of us grows into the image of Christ, the whole body of Christ also grows and builds itself up in love. This love is on display to the whole world, and it glorifies God as people look at the church and say, “Look how they love one another.”

This love is reflected in our words, actions, priorities, character and personality. 

When we follow God’s example in our speech, like Christ, we speak words that build up, words that grow relationships, words that encourage and words that are truthful. We do our best to refrain from unwholesome talk such as lies, gossip and slander. Instead of using words to tear apart relationships, we use words to repair relationships. We use words that build up the body of Christ.

As God’s love transforms us, we take off anger, bitterness and rage. There will still be times when we get angry and sometimes rightly so, especially when we experience or see others experience injustice. After all, even Jesus became angry at times. Yet the love of Christ in us leads us to not, let anger get a hold of us and drive us into sin. Instead, we imitate Christ and with humility take off anger and put on forgiveness. As we imitate Christ, like Jesus we treat others with kindness and compassion. 

We will never be a perfect reflection of Jesus, and neither will the church. We will often find ourselves doing the things we don’t want to do, holding onto anger, using words that are hurtful, doing things that are not loving. We are both saints and sinners at the same time and that means God’s love will not always be evident in our lives and that lack of love will spill over into God’s church. 
Despite our failures, we can live in hope. knowing that as God’s children, we live under the umbrella of God’s gracious forgiveness. None of our failures to live lives of love can separate us from God’s love. No matter how often we fail, God will forgive us, again and again. In time God’s lavish love and grace will change us and transform our hearts and minds. Motivated by this love, we can imitate God and be gracious to one another just as in Christ God has been gracious to us.
Forgiven and forgiving we can continue to ‘follow God’s example and walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us.’ Ephesians 5:2. Amen
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