Sermon Pentecost 12B – Proverbs 9:1-6 & John 6:51-58 – 18/8/24
Sermon Videolink: https://youtu.be/yddwzbdUaLs
Recently I saw a decades old video of a birthday celebration at our parent’s home, gathered around the table singing Happy Birthday. It was in the month of August when several family members including myself have birthdays. When we got to the part where you sing the person’s name, it got messy as several names including mine were sung out. We were all smiling and laughing and full of life. There is something life-giving about gathering with friends and family, celebrating, singing, talking and eating. 
Today in the first reading, we hear from Wisdom, preparing a feast and inviting those who need wisdom to come and dine with her. To eat her food and to drink her wine. To leave their simple ways and receive life. This banquet that wisdom prepares is open and available to all who seek wisdom and life in all its fullness. 
Using the image of a banquet Wisdom is encouraging us to dine, not on food and wine but on her words. This is an invitation to eat and drink in the words of wisdom as you would eat and savour the best fresh bread and the best wine. To really enjoy good food you should take small mouthfuls and chew them slowly, savouring each mouthful before swallowing. The way to enjoy good wine is to smell the aroma of the wine, take a sip and keep it in your mouth long enough to enjoy every sensation of flavour the wine has to offer. In the same way to gain wisdom we are to take small pieces of God’s word and chew over them, smell them and experience their flavour. 
There is a close connection between Christ and Wisdom. Proverbs tells us that by Wisdom God created the earth and the heavens (see Prov. 3:19), and in the beginning, God created all things through the Word (see John 1:#). Paul tells us that Christ is the power of God and the wisdom of God. 
If you want to find wisdom you will find it in Christ, the Word made flesh. If you want to find life you will find it in Christ. This is the reason John wrote his account of the life, death and resurrection of Christ, so that we may believe in him and receive life, because Jesus came to give us life in all its fulness.
On the day Jesus rose from the dead, he met two disciples who were walking to their home in Emmaus. As he spoke to them and revealed “what was said in all the Scriptures concerning himself” (Luke 24:27), their hearts burned within them. When Jesus speaks to us through God’s Word it feeds our hearts and souls with the spiritual sustenance that we all need. 
Through his words and his Spirit, we are given the spiritual food we crave. As we spend time in Jesus’ presence, listening to him speaks words of love, comfort and forgiveness, he offers his friendship to us and brings us into a life-giving relationship with him and with our heavenly Father. 
Today we are reminded that Jesus is not only the Word made flesh, but Jesus is also the bread of life. Jesus does not only give us life by sharing his words of wisdom with us, Jesus wants to give us life by sharing himself with us. 
When you make new friends, you may invite them to dinner. Offering someone hospitality in your home usually indicates that you are interested in deepening your relationship. The act of sharing your home, your table and your food can speak louder than words and deepen your bond. There is something life-giving and joyful about gathering for a good meal with close friends and family. 
In Jesus’ time, in the communities he spent time in, having a meal with someone was an expression of deep friendship. If you ate together, you belonged together. This is why some people became upset with Jesus because he had meals with people others considered to be sinners. It was like Jesus was saying you don’t have to obey God’s laws to be accepted by him and have table fellowship with him. That is exactly what Jesus was saying and he confirmed this when he died on the cross with his arms open wide ready to embrace all sinners with his forgiveness. 
Jesus is not only the word made flesh but also the bread of life and he has given us an enduring meal where we can dine with him. A meal where the host, Jesus is our brother and friend. A meal where the host Jesus has forgiven all and is sharing his peace with us, a peace that extends from our relationship with Jesus to our relationship with all those dining at the table. 
There is something very unique about the meal Jesus invites us to. Not only does he speak words of love and forgiveness to us, but he feeds us with his flesh and blood, in, with and under the bread and wine that we eat and drink at this meal. Jesus the bread of life offers his body and blood to us. The same body and blood that he offered on the cross to defeat sin, death and Satan and offer life to all of humanity. 
When you come to the Lord’s table and eat his flesh and drink his blood, you are in the company of all the sinners who have been invited and come before. In those physical elements God is showing you that you have his friendship, you belong in God’s family, you are already forgiven, and eternity is already yours. 
As you look at that bread, hold that bread, eat that bread and receive Christ’s body, as you drink that wine and taste it, you have physical proof that Jesus accepts you as you are, loves you as you are, and forgives you as you are. At that moment you are reminded that there are no conditions, It does not matter how weak you think your faith is. It does not matter how many times you have fallen into those sins that seem to have such control over your life. You are eating Christ’s body given for you, you are drinking Christ’s blood shed for you. In that moment Jesus is saying, “Peace be with you, I love you, my friend.” And nothing can separate you from the love of Christ.
 Amen.
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